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That kind of situation could happen if supplemental quotas
are granted without restriction. This amendment has restricted
the discretion of the minister to the point that it would be
unworkable.
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The supplemental quota is an extremely important area,
especially as a result of the new arrangements under the GATT
in which we are moving from import controls to tariff level
controls.

The government has assured us that supplemental quotas can
be granted in such a way so as not to undermine the supply
management system.

Mr. Penson: It needs to be undermined.

Mr. Easter: I hear the member opposite. The government
made a commitment, might I say, to support the supply manage-
ment system. In the legislation we are trying to ensure we
support the supply management system to the extent the agree-
ment that we signed implied. We trying to ensure through the
supplemental quota provisions that the industry cannot use
those supplemental quotas in such a way as to break the system.

In conclusion I indicate again that the system has certainly
changed substantially as a result of the GATT negotiations. The
World Trade Organization in Bill C-57 will try to implement
those changes into domestic law. As a government we certainly
recognize a legitimate concern under supplemental quotas, but
we have indicated that those concerns will be addressed if not
through this legislation then by some other means.

Mr. John Solomon (Regina—Lumsden, NDP): Madam
Speaker, I am pleased to rise in the House to speak on Bill C-57.

I want to make a comment in response to the Liberal member
for Vancouver Quadra. He made some comments with respect to
the bill. He indicated that some of the amendments before the
House would actually force the minister to stand up for Cana-
dians. The member is opposed to that. He wants the bill and
these types of laws implemented on an international basis so that
ministers of our government and our people will not stand up for
Canadians whether it be in supply management, the steel
production area or any other manufacturing sector.

I want the House of Commons and the people of Canada to
understand that the Liberal member from Quadra who repre-
sents the Liberal government in the debate does not want to
restrict the minister to making any commitments or standing up
and fighting for Canadians across the country when it has to
happen. I find that very shameful.

I want to make some remarks with respect to the bill on behalf
of steel producers of Canada. A steel producer in my constituen-
cy, IPSCO, is one of the larger producers or manufacturers of
pipe and steel in North America. It actually has some operations

in the United States as well, as do many Canadian steel
producers. This industry is quite concerned about Bill C-57 as it
is presented before the House today because there are no equal
legislative footings in the act which would support it in cases
respecting anti-dumping.

For example, in the United States there is detailed drafting of
legislation and a law in effect which support American anti—
dumping processes. Bill C-57 does not provide an equitable
amount of protection for Canadian steel producers. The techni-
cal wording of Bill C-57 as it applies to anti-dumping should be
revised in the view of the Canadian steel producers to mirror as
strictly as possible U.S. implementing legislation.

The steel industry in Canada is quite important to the Cana-
dian economy. In 1993 there were $8.6 billion in sales. It is a
fully competitive operation, having dramatically raised produc-
tivity in Canada over the number of years it has been in
existence. We have over $3 billion in exports from Canada
mostly to the United States. The Canadian Steel Producers
Association employs 33,000 employees, not counting all those
who work in downstream operations such as distribution, fab-
rication and wire production.

® (1150)

Trade is increasingly important to the Canadian Steel Produc-
ers Association and in particular to our country. Trade in all
goods and services increases economic growth which on its own
is good for the steel industry. Trade in steel is becoming
increasingly important to Canadian steel producers. It is re-
flected in the sense that they are concerned about some of the
NAFTA and some of the American legislation which is protec-
tionist. They have undertaken to initiate businesses in the
United States to get around some of this, thereby costing
Canadians jobs in the end. The volume of steel shipped from
Canada for export has risen from 30 per cent in 1983 to nearly 40
per cent in the last year.

With respect to Bill C-57 I would like to talk about the sort of
proposals the government might consider implementing to
ensure that steel producers are not at a disadvantage with respect
to American producers. There have been anti-dumping actions
between Canada and the United States over the past two years.
They have been involved with 11 different anti-dumping cases,
9 of which involved trade between Canada and the United
States.

We believe such actions have no place in the free trade area. It
would be to our mutual advantage to stop anti-dumping actions
between our two countries. A NAFTA working group has been
established to look at alternatives to the present anti—-dumping
regime in North America and has a deadline of December 1995.
We want this effort to succeed so that steel can be traded within
NAFTA on a basis of price, quality and service, not lawsuits.




