2 COMMONS DEBATES

December 7, 1983

Speech from the Throne

So we must work for two goals central to the well-being of Canadians—to
sceure peace and to secure prosperity.

Abroad, the Government has begun the task of helping to construct a global
partnership for peace.

At home, the Government's efforts will be directed to building a national
partnership for prosperity.

To attain these goals, a comprehensive program will be presented:

--10 seck fresh approaches to world peace;

--10 encourage economic growth so that more Canadians can own a home, learn a
trade, expand a business, participate in the ownership of our resources and gain
a fair share of the abundant benefits this country can provide;

--to develop new partnerships among business, labour, government and other
groups so that together we will build a better future;

--10 preserve Medicare, increase pensions for the elderly, improve public safety,
extend native rights, and further protect the freedom of individuals; and

--to reinforce Canada’s identity through enhanced recognition of our cultural
heritage and increased support for our creative artists by new broadcasting,
telecommunications and copyright policies.

[Translation)
I. Canada’s Role in Seeking World Peace

Thirty-five million people have been killed in wars since 1945, and the
possibility of a major conflict is a danger no nation can ignore. In the four
decades since the Second World War, Canada and its allies have sought to
preserve peace through substantial contributions to Western collective defence
and sustained efforts to resolve differences with our adversaries. Yet the current
international situation is cause for considerable concern, even anguish.

The Government, in close consultation with our allies, intends to devote its full
resources to exploration of every possible means to restore confidence and trust
to the international scene. It will continue to advance proposals to slow the steady
spiral of the arms race, halt the spread of nuclear weapons and create the
conditions for greater security at lower levels of armament.

Canada will continue to make a responsible contribution to collective defence,
in fulfillment of its obligations to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and
the North American Air Defence Command. The Government will maintain its
commitment to 3 percent real growth annually in defence expenditure, thus
cnsuring that our forces are equipped with modern conventional weapons.
Canadian forces will not be armed with nuclear weapons. Announcements will be
made regarding conventional weapons procurement programs.

Renewed attention, too, will be given to the contribution Canada can make to
peace and stability through peacekeeping operations under the control of the
United Nations, particularly where local crises risk escalation into wider conflict.

Improving the climate among nations requires knowledge, creativity and a
determination to find solutions. Reflecting Canada's concern about current
international tensions, the Government will create a publicly funded centre to
gather, collate and digest the enormous volume of information now available on
defence and arms control issues. Fresh ideas and new proposals, regardless of
source, will be studied and promoted.

Canadians want more than ever to become personally involved in the quest for
peace. The Government will increase its funding for voluntary associations and
private research groups interested in security, arms control and disarmament
issues. Resources for research and development of verification procedures, the
basis of successful arms control agreements, will be expanded substantially.

Economic progress is a crucial contributor to peace and stability. Recognizing
the urgent needs of developing countries, the Government will maintain its
commitment to overseas development aid. Canada will achieve aid goals of 0.5
percent of the Gross National Product by 1985, and 0.7 percent of the GNP by
the end of this decade. Increased involvement of voluntary organizations and the
co-operative movement will be sought in the delivery of this aid. Particular
attention will continue to be given to the growing world food crisis, through
existing programs, and the new International Centre for Ocean Development.

[English]
II. Opportunities through Growth

Lasting employment for all Canadians wanting work is a critical national
objective. Since last December, 353,000 new jobs have been created by the

economy. Through the injection of close to $5 billion in stimulus, the April 1983
Recovery Budget set in motion hundreds of needed capital projects across
Canada, and helped make possible a return to much higher rates of private sector
investment.

But even with a strong recovery, the Government believes direct action to
create jobs continues to be essential. And young people are the priority.

Therefore, a larger portion of the Government's job creation expenditures will
be devoted to unemployed youth and these programs will be delivered more
effectively. Using re-allocated and new resources, a $1 billion Youth Opportunity
Fund will assist young Canadians in acquiring new skills and in finding jobs in
the private, voluntary and public sectors. In particular, substantial resources
from this Fund will be allotted to a career access program which encourages the
private sector to provide work and training to those entering the workforce for
the first time. To intensify the Government's efforts for young Canadians, a
Minister of State for Youth will be appointed.

While young people will receive special attention, the employment strategy of
the Government will touch every group in society. Additional funds for this
winter will be allocated to the Canada Works Program. Job opportunities in
forestry, mining and the fishery will be enhanced through flexible uses of
Unemployment Insurance funds.

Two new programs will be introduced. Canada’s massive, diverse and vital
voluntary sector will receive incentives to hire Canadians through a National
Voluntary Service. A conservation corps—Environment 2000—will be created to
employ Canadians to carry out essential tasks in reforestation and national park
development.

Developing our Regional Strengths

Direct action to create jobs is essential. But the major opportunity for
increasing employment is through the expansion of our industrial and resource
sectors. We must reconstruct the basis for long-term economic growth and seize
the opportunities provided by the recovery.

We must start by building on our regional strengths.

To ensure a strong national economy capable of providing jobs and meeting
the needs of all Canadians, wherever they may live, federal programs and
funding have already been re-organized in a new Industrial and Regional
Development Program. It will support recovery through concrete initiatives,
taking maximum advantage of the strengths and attributes of every region.

A new era of federal-provincial planning and consultation is being launched.
Federal economic development activities will more effectively support regional
economic opportunities and the reduction of regional disparities. To this end,
negotiations are underway to sign comprehensive Economic and Regional
Development Agreements with the provinces. These agreements will include such
key sectors as agriculture, forestry, minerals, tourism, transportation and
industrial development. The first of these agreements was recently concluded
with the Province of Manitoba. Federal purchases of goods and services, worth
over $6 billion annually, will be planned in co-operation with the private sector to
maximize regional and industrial benefits.

An Aggressive Trade Drive

Canada is a trading nation and a substantial part of our future growth must be
led by exports. To spur this growth, the Government proposes a series of policy
initiatives.

The scope of the successful Program for Export Market Development
(PEMD) will be extended to support service industries and to encourage private
trading houses.

Under current import duty remission procedures, “duty free export zones™ will
be established for the manufacturing and processing in bond of goods for export;
as well, the Customs Act will be streamlined and modernized.

Active pursuit of world product mandates by Canadian subsidiaries of multi-
national corporations, and the winning of additional export markets by Canadian
companies, will be assisted by competition policy and direct funding.

To promote Canada’s position as a Pacific Rim nation, the Government will
move to facilitate establishment of the Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada.

While seeking new markets in the Pacific Rim, Europe and the developing
world, we must continue to expand business and improve relations with our
largest trading partner, the United States. Sectoral trade agreements with the



