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Peace River-R ailway Outlet

I was aise glad that my hion. friend had
discovered a lot of oil up in that country. If
bie bas, bie is the only one who knows anvthing
about it, and I think he rnust bave kept sulent
about it because the large oil cempanies.
which are se often accused of saying that there
is trernendous exploration geing on there. de
flot yet seem te bave discox'ered oul, altbougb
I hope tbat they will ultimately discover very
large deposits there. The government of
British Columbia, of course, must wake up.
They are geing te develop these reseurces on

their own but tbey do net care te spend any
rnoney la doing se, and se their cil. I tbink.
will rernain xvhere nature put it, la tbat great
storehouse below, if it ia down tbere at ail.

I rise fer one purpose and it is tbis, te say
tbat we in Alberta cf the political persuasion
ef wbicb I arn, are most heartily la faveur of
this resolutio. \Ve are nut newly converted
te it by any means. I atfended a convention
in Alberta ia January of this vear; we there
affirmed a resolution tbat w-e had passed at
tbe convention the year before, and it was
rigbit along titis line.

May I also say sornetbing witb respect te
wbat w-as said byv tbe lion. member for Van-
ceuvcr Soth (Mr. Green). 1 kaow, Mr.
Speaker, that one cannot refer te wbat lias
becn said in a previeus debate. butý I bave
received from sorte organization in tbe mari-
time provilaces liferature dealing witb wx at
tbcv cail te maritime railxvay question. Al
tbat titis rcsohlîion asks is tîtat tiîis gevern-
ment give coasideration te the building of titis
raiixvay. Wby slieuld we net in titis parlia-
ment adopt a nexv eutlook; in short, de oui
duty in tbe maritintes, do it ia the nortbern
part of Alberta. in Saskatcbewan and la Britisb
Coluîmbia, anti se lielp te make titis tbe
Dneminien of Canada ratber titan tue section-
alized business tbat it seems te be at tbe
pre'sent time

Mr'. C. C. 1. MERRITT (Vancouver-
Buîrrard) :Mr. Speaker, I rise aIse te support
titis resolufion. I think it migbt he pointed
eut tîtat altbougb ail the members tyPe have
spoken la faveur of it cerne frorn tbe west,
w-e aIl speak as Canadians and net as western-
ers, and tbe reason we speak as we do is
because we know naturally better tban the
people la tbe eastern part of Canada what
are orîr problerns.

I have just tbree points and tbey are very
sbort. First, it seerns te me perfectly obvious,
frorn wbat we bave beard already in tbe telling
arguments tbat bave been advanced, that the
non-completion of this railway outiet is a
matter of expense alone. That is tbe only
reason la tbe world why it hias not been done.
I was parti cularly interested in the .only part

[Mr. Smithi (Calgary West).]

of the rernarks. of the mover of the resolution
(Mr. Irvine), with whicb I disagreed. He took
sorne time to explain the great preference of
the people of British Columbia for a govern-
ment-owned railway over one owned by
private enterprise. Se far as I arn concerned
1 do flot eare wbo builds the railway just so

long as it is buit. I think it is very likely
that the people of that area feel as I do aboyt
it. But that question hardly arises. I do net
beliex e there is any private enterprise that la
particularly anxious to build that road now.
They would net want to spend a large sum of

money in the construction of a road which
would not be a profitable operation at the
present time.

If the government should consider that the

expense of this construction is an insuperable
obstacle, I wish'to point out that this is not
an isolatcd dentaîîd on the part of British
Columbia and Alberta iicrnbers for the build-
ing, of an uneconoriticai railxvay ,urely for

thiier sectionai interesis. I suggest f0 the
responsiblc ministers that iis is, ratbier, one
part and perbaps one smiaii n:irt of a very

itreat programme of public dcx ciopmrent, and

plart icilariy' of developuient of communica-
tions, w bichi we cana embark on now tbnt xve
bave secuircd peacc. We can miake titese

developiacats into profitable operations cubher
for prix ate caterprise or for the gox cromneat-
if oaly xxc arc prepareti to face, fle obvious
farts and linlc sucb dcveiopmcents, titis oie
andtinmnv 0f bcrs ovcr Canada, xvitli a pro-

gramime of I arge-scale immigrat ion int t tii s
countr v. If wc hiaxe the additioiial pol
,abo w il settie in siucli an arca, ail questions
of wiictbcr or not the cxpcnse is at present
ton gecat. or wbethcr the traffic or tbc people

in tbc( Pece Rixe c uid siipport a riwv
disappear. tîîst as thcy disappcarcd in tbe
carly dla 's of railway bu ilding and colonization.

I siîould lîke to refer, tee, to xx at the bion.
member for Ncxv Westmnster (M.Reid)
saiti about the provincial government of

Britisht Columbia baviiug set aside a million

acres for sobiier settiemeat and liaxln, put a
string on it tibat tbe settiers must be Britisb
Columbia returncd men. I agree witb the
bion. niember titat tbat string sheuld be

rcmoed. hut I woffld stili be fearful thaqt
veterans w'eui( net take up those million acres

in any great mnmbers unless tbey xxere sure

tbat n x'ery large additional number of people
ucvre gýoingý into tbe area. I bave not yet
been tiiere; I arn going. I arn told it is very
fine indeed. that tbe yield of thxe crops is
very great. But according te a professor at
tbe unix'ersitv of British Columbia tbere are
many people ln that general area who bave
net a cash income of more than $400 a year.
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