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in1 view of the shortage of farm help, to
plan on keeping sixty or seventy milcb caws,
and to rotate his crops on a 100 or 150 acres
of land! What folly it would be for bim
to plan bis seasonal occupations, wben
hie does not know that his son or bis bired
man may be called the fallowing day for
military service!1

Several illustrations have corne to my at-
tention. Before, however, making any further
commenta, may 1 say that my objection is
not levelled in any wvay against the registrar
in military district No. 3. 1 believe the
rogistrar and the selective service board in
inilitary district No. 3 have properly reflected
government policy. I have no personal
criticism ta make of them. But I have had
many young mon corne ta my office ta see
me. 1 have had younig mon corne ta see me
the very day they were ta report for mili-
tary service, and tell me they had made ap-
plication for postponement three or four
weeks, or a month or two months before, and
bad no reply. They asked me what ta, do.
These younig men, were in unfortunate
prodicaments If they signed up, volunteering
tbeir services in the armed forces, they could
count on just about six months more trying
ta get out-if they ever could. If, on tbe
other hand, they sta.)ed awav and sýuiffred
the shame and ignominy wich would bo
theirs. the condition would not be relieved,
These nien would not suifer that shame. but
would prefer ta answer the call.

On many occasions I bave had ta go ta
my telephone and communicate witb the
registrar at KCingston. Ontario. The registrar
could flot kniow whetber this man was or was
not a good farmer. I bave tried ta find out
what attention would be given ta bis appli-
cation, and I have had the registrar tell me,
"Well, I will fix it up for him; tell him ta
wait until hie hears from me."

This does not lend îtself ta efficiency. It
does not ]end itself ta encouragement ta agri-
cultural workers in aur country ta put their
heart and soul into the production of cheese
and bacon, which the government would lead
the worker ta tbink they want him ta produce.
The agricultural worker is told that the world
requires these commodities and that hoe should
produce them.

But, once hoe bas got ino the armed forces,
up ta a short time ago when an announce-
ment was made-and passibly evez aiter that
announcement, if one reads it carefully-
wbotber or nat hie was a farmer's son, whether
or not hoe had been spendinig bis lufe in agri-
culture, wbetber or not hoe was a spocialist in
that industry, if ho was in the militarv ser-

vices ho bad about one chance in a hundred
of ever getting back inta, agricultural
production.

I remember one case ver>' clearly. It had ta
do witb an only son and two sisters, whose
father bad died a year earlier. These children
lived with their mother on a 250-acre farm.
They bad eighteen milch cows, aIl the noces-
sary machinery, splendid and fertile dairy land.
This young mon received bis cal] for military
service. Fearing ho might ho put into the
army, and desiring ta enlist in the air force, hoe
proceeded ta jain that force. He hod been in
it for only two weeks when the one and onl>'
hired man they hod left them. There was the
inother with her two daughters left ta look
after a bord of cattie. I believe I arn correct
when I say that there were forty bead of cottle
altogethor, including the eighteon milch caws.
In addition, there were 200 boens, and 150 acres
were under cultivation, the remaining 100
acres being beld for posture. The womon and
bier two dougbters were left ta farni that lond.

Upon application being mode b>' the young
mon, myself and mony others, ta, lot bim
return ta the farm, where hoe was s0 urgently
needed, wo received the answer that there wos
no change in bis situation. The attitude was:
Hie knew whot ho was doing wben hoe enlisted;
hie cannot get ont of it. Whot happened as a
result of this? The farni was converted from
a dairying farni ta pasture land. The mother
andI daughters hiad ta bave their bouse and
thieir farn.

Another case was hrought ta my attention.
In this instance I interceded for an onl>' son
whose fother and mother were bath ill. The
mother was contlned ta, bed, as a cripple. The
fother was orthritic, and wos not able ta carry
on bis duties around the farm. This yotung
man signed up undor thoso circumstances. No
leave of absence or diseharge could ho secured
for bim.

I know about a third case, and I paint this
one out as indicoting sometbing which the
selective service board may passibly cure. I
think tbey must cure it, and I surel>' hope the>'
will, under the rocent annaun1cement. Io this
instance the farmer in question had throe boys,
one of wvhom was laid up with a heart candi-
tian, wbich boit bim incapable af doing the
hoavy work on the farm. The second xvas laid
up with a stomach condition, rendering bina
unfit for work. The third was called. Ho
signed up, leaving bis sick brothers at home
ta look after a bord of sixty-seven milch caws.
In this instance the farm consisted of 250
acres of tillable land. This boy appliod for
beave ai absenco-not a diseharge. He wislied
ta return ta work an the farm, and wvas refused.


