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in Canada of a great industry for the produc­
tion of planes, which industry is now being 
built up in the United States and in Great 
Britain itself. Here we are, a country with 
hundreds of thousands of unemployed looking 
for opportunities of work. The Prime Minister 
has this proposal put up to him by the British 
to come to their aid in a time of distress. He 
refused ; and the British then started to do 
what they did not wish to do; they built up 
manufacturing plants for their planes' in their 
own country—manufacturing plants which 
they came over here with the intention of 
establishing in Canada. I learned when I was 
in England not long ago that on one occasion 
they came over here with a hundred million 
dollars’ worth of orders for Canadian plants, 
but they received from the Prime Minister of 
Canada such a cold reception to this request 
that they refused to give any of those 
contracts at that time.

That is another reason why this government, 
I contend, has shown itself, in its preparation 
for and its carrying on of Canada’s war effort, 
unfit to govern.

Mr. LAPOINTE (Quebec East) : That is 
strong case for a general election.

Mr. MANION : Yes—at the proper time. I 
am not objecting particularly to a general 
election. I am objecting to the tricky manner 
in which it is being called. I am objecting to 
the House of Commons being called together 
and then laughed at by the Prime Minister 
and—if you like—by the Minister of Justice 
(Mr. Lapointe), in the face of all their talk 
across this country of the supremacy of this 
parliament. They are laughing at the House 
of Commons and at the supremacy of parlia­
ment. They tell parliament in session that 
they are going to pass under the War Measures 
Act regulations for the overseas soldiers’ vote. 
What sense of fairness can we expect in a 
government which has done what it has done 
to-day with regard to this overseas vote?

However, I wish to close. I merely wanted 
to point out a few of the things which 
into my head when the Prime Minister 
speaking. All of them are mentioned in the 
speech from the throne. I say that the Prime 
Minister, in refusing the British the 
tunity to train their pilots here, did what 
unfair to the people of Canada.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING : I absolutely 
deny that there was any refusal to train pilots 
here. My hon. friend, by endless repetition 
of a statement of that kind, cannot give it any 
veracity.

Mr. MANION : Well, I can give it veracity 
by the right hon. gentleman’s own words, and

before this election is over I will quo-te them 
over and over again. His words distinctly state 
that these proposals came from the British 
informally. He said that they came here; 
they were not requests, they were “proposals”, 
or some such word as that, which anyway 
meant that; that they had carried on informal 
conversations with this government in Canada ; 
and he said that he refused, on the ground 
of constitutional practice.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: May I say to 
my hon. friend that these informal conversa­
tions were within two or three weeks of the 
time I spoke here on the first of July.

Mr. MANION : He says that, Mr. Speaker, 
but where did the Vancouver Sun get its in­
formation a year before that?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Probably from 
my hon. friend.

Mr. MANION: No, I was not even in 
politics then. I was not in the house and 
I knew nothing about it. They may have 
got it from the former minister of national 
defence, who sits near him, and who 
out there about that time, and I have rather 
wondered if he did not give them the informa­
tion in disgust at the refusal of this govern­
ment to give the British government a decent 
break.
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I repeat what I said at the beginning, that 
this is a most unfair procedure, unfair not 
only to the parliament of Canada but to the 
people of Canada, and I suggest to the Prime 
Minister that even now—he has not definitely 
said that he is going to dissolve the house 
to-night but I take it that he is—

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I think after 
my hon. friend’s speech it would be advis­
able to.

Mr. MANION : I do not mind but if the 
right hon. gentleman will give a chance for 
the discussion to go on I will make a speech 
that will make him think it is 
advisable. If he wants something to hang 
his hat on I will give him something.

I say that it is the duty of the Prime 
Minister and his government to come before 
parliament and give an account of their 
stewardship.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING : No, it is to go 
before the people of Canada.

Mr. MANION : The Prime Minister could 
have gone before the people without making 
a joke of the members of this house, without 
calling them together from Vancouver in the 
west and from Halifax in the east.
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