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raw material supplied by one of the four grat
basic industries, agrculture, mining, ]lumbering
or fishing. If the cost of raw material can
be reduced in those industries, then every
manufacturing concera in the Dominion wl
stand to gain, because when you redu-ce the
cost of tha raw matarial there can foalow a
iowering in the price of the comxnodity pro-
duced, and that without any loes in aither
profit or in wages. But this is aveu more
important than it appears on the surface.
In the building up of this country what is
needed aboya a;i1 aise is a grat export trade.
Now the prica at which commodities can be
soid in a foreign market depends, upon
worl factors of corupetition. In this country
we are trying to maintain a certain standard
of labour, and we do not want that standard
to be iowered. On the other hand, we have
to go into a market and competa in foreign
trade with other ccountries that have standards
of labour lower than our own. If we cau
reduca the cost of raw materials antering into
our manufactures, ha the amourut aver so littie,
it may be just sufficient to give our manufac-
turers a chance successfuliy to compete in
that foreign market against the other coun-
tries of the wo-rid, and it is that f oreigu trade
that we must go out to capture in every way
we possibly cau.

Now what has the government found iu
viewing the situation from that standpoînt?
The government has found with respect to
foreign trade, that year by year, within the
iast few years, a great combine of sbipping
interests bas been shaping up on the oceans
of the worid, a combine that seaks to control
the entire ocean commerce of the world, a
combine of shipping companies so closeiy
kuit and interlocked in its workings and
operations that within certain limits it can
fix Pretty much at its own- will the price at
which commodities can be transported to any
part of the worid. This Housa wiil be
favoured shortly with a report which I think
it will find iluminating on the subject of
this combine and its control of rates across
the Atlantic. There are many circumstances
that have been affacting the cost of production
of late. Speak of the bringing of immigrants
to this countryl I have meutioued ona or
two difficulties, but they ara flot comparable
to the difficulty that is ancountered in the
cost of transporting the immigrant from
Europe acros the Atiantic. A few years ago
the immigrant from Europe could ba brought
to this country at a cost of from fifteen to
twenty dollars a steerage passage; to-day

something like seventy or eighty dollars is
required for corresponding accommodation.
These exactions we believe are largely due to
the monopoly that shipping interests enjoy
and which enable them to control rates
across the north Atlantic ocean. That mon-
opoiy thwarts Canada's effort to increase its
production in this one way but unfortunately
that is flot the only way in which the country
is adversely affected. Our commoditias have
to search out the markets of the world, and
what do we find? We find that the rates on
the transportation of our export commodities
have been going up steadily and steadiiy for
years. They went up during the war; that
was bad enough, but since the war they have
been going up higher still, with the resuit that
our agricuitural industry is suffering the
severest of handicaps while manufacturing ini-
dustries of this country which a short time
ago were 8hipping commodities to the Old
Country find, many of them, that they can-
not profitabiy ship commodities at the trans-
portation rates prevaiiing to-day. As a gov-
ernment we have fait that if wa are to work
out in a constructive way this programme of
the devaiopmant of the natural resourcas
and tha basic industries of our country and
of the manufacturing industries based thareon,
if we are effectively to further manufacturing
as wail as agricultural daveiopmant, wa must
saek to make freer the channels of trade by
which the products of tha farm, the mine,
the forast, the fisheries and of our manufac-
turing establishments reach consumars in dif-
ferent parts of the worid from the factories,
the farms and othar sources of suppiy where
they may be produced. Henca we contem-
platad the step, raferred to in the Speech from
the Throna which wiil be announced in
detail to parliament in due course and which
we hope will ba a further factor in heip-
ing to solve our grat national probiema.

My right hon. friand in referring to this
matter made a quotation, from Byron's Ohilde
Harold 1 think: it was. He rafarred to inans
control stopping with the shore. Man's con-
troT may stop with the shore, but the con-
trol of govarnment ought to go beyond the
shore, and in this matter we intend to ex-
tend our control bayond the shore, if that
is possible at ail. Wa hope so far as our
effort in this regard is concarnad, that tihe
Canad-ian govarnment wiIl not have to battie
alone, but that it may 'look to the govern-
ments of ail the other self-governing Domin-
ions and to the goverument of the Mother
Country itef to co-operate with us in fight-
ing this great combination that exists on the


