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provinces, instead of growing bas dimin-
ished, and that business and manufacturing
towns and cities have grown in proportion.
R ule of thumb and slipshod methods have
had the upper hand over the suggestions
of a reasoned and progressive husbandry,
such as wouid have resulted from a prac-
tical and painstaking teaching of agricul-
ture. Accordingly we have witnessed the
exodus of farmers' sons towards the cities,
and the consequent scarcity of that labour
with which. farming cannot dispense.

So it was that on reaching power this
Government had to find some immédiate
means of preventing an imminent crisis,
by means of legislation for the encourage-
ment of agriculture and an appropriation
of ten millions towards that end.

It goes witbout saying, Mr. Speaker, that
we have not yet in such short time feit
the beneficial effeets of such a policy. In
the province of- Quebec peradventUre, we
may have to wait longer than eisewhere
for sucli beneficial effects; despite the saf e-
guards taken and the agreements entered
into, the Québec local authorities do not
deem it advisable to conform to the spirit
of the law and the views of the Dominion
Minister of Agriculture. There, more so
than elsewhere, people shlow tbemselves to
be too closely inspîred and guided by con-
siderations foreign to the progress of agri-
culture.

1 hope to be granted an opportunity later
on to recur this matter and to show in
what wa:y Dominion subsidies are expended
in some counties for the mere purpose of
making electors believe that thinga in
Ottawa are actuaily managed by the Lib-
eral party.

Referring once more to the Address, 1
niay say that the people of ibis country
iejoice m ith Ris Highness the Governor
General on account of the bountiful crops
which Providence bas bestowed on this
country in the course of the year just ex-
pired.

Whoever bas had an opportunity of visit-
ing the various provinces of the Dominion
in the harvesting season of iast year, must
have, realized, indeed, the unspeakabie
prosperity of thi13 great Dominion. The
yield bas been immense and the quality
good, as a rule.

Providence lias been laviali, and hon.
gentlemen may possibly condescend to
thank ber for showing such generosity in
f avour o! an administration whose views
and principies they do not always approve.
Considering bow superabundant the pro-
ducts, some appréhension was entertained

as to the possibility of carrying to their
destination that weaith of the farms. For-
tunately, tbanks to the foresight of the
Railway Department, thanks to the prompt
action taken by the hon. Minister of Rail-
ways and Canais, that mucli feared
congestion of traffic and grain- transporta-
tion was avoided. Early in the, season, and
without any undue stoppage, the grain from
the West was moved to the elevators and
other terminais along the railway limes and
canais, and in greater proportion than here-
tofore through our Canadian ports and
state-aided railway limeÉ.

That sbbws plainly, Mr. Speaker, that
by continuing to deveiop and improve our
means of transportation, by ensuring the
completion of our great raiiway lines now
in course o! construction, such as the Na-
tional Transcontinental, the Hudson Bay
railway, and 1 might add, by bringing
about the building- o! the Georgian -Bay
canai, as soon as the Government are lu a
position to start that great work, they will
be not only setting the framework of Conf e-
deration on a soiid basis, through a dloser
unioný of the provinces, but besides they
wiil be gîving greater stability to market
conditions and prices, and fostering com-
merciai intercourse between the East and
the West for the greater advantage o! the
country as a wbole.

The continuous carrying out of a well
matured plan for the improvement o! our
transportation facilities will accomplish
more towards allaying that crisis and that
craving for new treaties with the United
States to the détriment of Canada, than
wouid reciprocity, which. some people look
upon as a sort of cure-aîl the ills with which
our country may be afflicted.

We stili hear at this moment the voice
of two provinces, Alberta and Saskat-
chewan, praying for reciprocity, on account
of the surplus value their products would
acquire on the United States markets, and
which tariff barriers prevent them from
seeuring. But, to my mind, Mr Speaker,
that appeal will become less insistent, as
our transportation f acilities between the
eastern and western seaboards grow and
reacli their full development, for then
these people will 'find it just as advanta-
geous to, sell their products here or in Eu-
rope, as to ship them to tbe United States,
especially now that our railways are pro-
vided with proper coid storage f acilities at
their terminals.

It ngay not be irrelevant and without in-
terest, Mr. Speaker, to recail just now an
event, an epoch-making event in the an-


