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at least as good business to prevenit loss
of life amongst those who are boru iii tite
country and s0 prevent thte waste of citiveit-
ship. Or, take our action with regard to
the question of tuberculosis and the waste
of life caused by that terrible dIsease. It
is well cagreed that every effort shoulci
be put forward to, preveut the waste causeci
by titat destroyer of life lu titis country.
But, were we able to follow thedeleterious
effect upon mmnd, morals aud phtysique
of cigarette smoking by the young of this
country, I arn not sure that we should flot
find more waste of if e-to say uotbing of
the deterioration of morals and habits-
titan we utake up by our eff orts to protect
our people against the great white plague.
I thlnk It is a fair subject for ali legisia-
tures, and particularly for titis parliament,
to .seriously cousider, how f ar it can go
and what it can do to prevent this waste
andi titli deterloration tbrough thte use of
cigarettes by the boys andi youths of this
country. I do not thiuk that aqiy one
will tind mucli fault with titat statement
of the case. Weil, then, liere is the posi-
tion : Titis waste is going on ; every year
sees a new generation coming up to the
cge witen titis scourge cau begin its work
upon tbem. Every year sees thte effeet
titat it is itavîng upou thte youag life in
our country, au evil wbicit must perpetu-
ate itself iu aduit lite as, those wbo are
falling lu to titis habit grow older. Are we
to do something, or are we to sit idly by andi
do uotbiug witit reference to titis scourge
of the country ?-for it is neither more nor
less tin a scourge. 0f course, we must
nil cgree that anything titat is withia our
power we ougbt to do. But have we ever
seriously considered In titis parliameut how
far we can go iu titis ýmatter ? I bcd great
itopes of my rigitt itou. friend (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier). He sympatitized 80 strougly witlî
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Blain) wito nioveci
titis resolution. and declareci s0 wcrmly
bis desire to see the evil cureci, that I be-
gan to titink, titat, if ite could not go se
far as approve the legislation asked at least
be could point out to tite House and country
some Uine of action wici coulci be entere&
upon to mitige te, at least. lu some degreE
tite evile wticb ite and ail of us deplore
But ite does not endi wîth titat. I do nol
say titat It was his duty to enuncicte ei
poltcy. Lt was of interest to me to know
andi I iam sure it wvould be of interest to, th(
country to know, bow fer hie was prepareÉ
to go, cand how fer bis manty friencs cuý
supporters lu titis House and in tbe countrý
would go, towards mitigatlng the eviIh
wici are commonly deplored.

Titere Is anotiter point, lu which I d(
not agree witit my bon. friend. I cm no
a inedical man, nor is tite rigitt itou. gen
tleman, but I would not subscribe to thîi
idea titat aduIts'can use tobacco, as it i
commouly useci, witit absolute safety,
mean that, as my rlgitt bon. frlend put il

it is absolutely jnnocuous to men of adult
years. I cannot subscribe to that.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. Is that thte
experience of my hon. frlend, titat the use
of tobacco is injurions to grown Up men?
He does flot use tobacco and I do not. But
1 give my experience, and witat is bis ex-
perience?

Mr. FOSTER. My right hon. friend will
agree witit me titat titere are two metitods
by which we learn, one is experience and
thte other is observation. Ail the knowledge
titat cornes from observation personclly,
from the observation of otiters in and
througb a iseries of years, thte opinions of
medical men, the resuits which have been
trecsured up and put upon record-ail titat
forms a body from whicit we intîke our in-
ferences outside of experience. I may sny
that: so far as experience goes I have had
but very littie lu titis matter, eititer as an
infant or an aduit. I bave neyer been able
to couquer the strong natural aversion to
tobacco with wblcb I believe almost cl
people corne into the world. It is a taste
which, I titink, in most cases bas to be
acquilred, and titere are certain inward
and outward strivings wbich are necessary
in order to acquire a taste for and an chili-
ty to enjoy what tltey cali the weed. 1
have uot hcd very much experience iu that
respect. The experience I have liaid bas
not been very pleasaut, so far ns I can
remember, and it takes ait effort of nieinory
to go back that: far. But wlîat 1 men to
say is that if, upon thte young person of the
human family, the use of tobacco in the
form of cigarettes is admittedly injuribus,
a priori I think we can argule titat it is
Injurions to the Itutan systein ; and that
if it is injurions to the you-ng, it cannot
be, as a rule,1 healtitful to the old ; that if
thte old catt use atnd enjoy it -%ithout ab-
solutely quick l11 effects, it is because tbey

*have become iuured to it, and it consti-
*tutes no argument at ail titat if tbey lînd
nieyer contracted thte htabit they would not
be far better off physically, înentally and
morally. But I have îiot lived so long as
1 have wvithout being able to judge by ob-
servation of thte jîl effects of smoking and of
the use of tobacco upon others than chil-

Sdren. I woul be sorry to have the opinion
go out from tis House that the use of
tobacco lu cl its formis can be iudulged in
by adults wlth absolute safety and without
auy hurtfiil results. I thinik the experience
0 f the world and medical observation does

4not carry out that view.
However, to comle bcck to the matter

which is before us, I would be sorry if
t sometbiug could not be doue to voice the

-opinion of this parliament in a more
inmoderate way-if îny hon. friend behind

s tie (Mr. Blain) will excuse nie for using
1 that word-and iii a way whieh would ob-

:tain a larger body of support,, igainst the
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