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froin Bellechasse (Mr. Talbot) flint 1 f ully
recognize the importance of the matter wblch
lie lias brouglit to the attention of the House.
In vlew of the great necessity and urgency
there is for dredglng below the clty of Que-
bec, I cannot understand how it is that
they have flot lîat a better dredglng plant
there. I realize that nothlng w111 so, chieck
the developrneut of the resources of the
counitry as lack of shipplng facilities la tbè
varions lierbours; and recognlzing that, we
have put a vote of $75,000 ln the estîrnates
to enable us to build or purchese a dredge
to lie used below Quebec. Now, as to the
remarks of my bion. frlend froin Inverness
(Mr. McLenan) I can assure hlm that wlth
such plants as we have at our disposai, It
Is the intention to go on with that work to
wvhichlie bas referred.

hir. REID (Grenville). The goverînent
works are now cornpleted on the St. Law-
rence betweeD Montreal and Kingston, and
there wvi1l be more or less dredglng required
there. Is it the Intention of the govern-
ment to put a dredge on that section ?

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC W0RKS.
We have some dredges on thiat stretcli of
the river now, and wherever we cen litre a
dredge we are dolng so to carry on some of
the most urgent work. I thlnk I have bece»
eble to lire a dredge ln the last day or two
to work lu the hon. gentlemnan's constitu-
cncy, s0 thet slips nîay enter the liarbour
and go up to the wharf. There lias been
a great demand frorn mnerchants and slîip-
pers lni that district, and I belleve I have
now been successful la meeting their wants.

Mr. REID (Grenville). Ia looking up wliat
thc governient lias been paying for sorte
of these dredges, I fully agree what lias been
said, that It would bie mucli cheaper and in
the interests of the country, if tlic govern-
ment had a good dredge of its own rather
than to engage at exorbitant prices some
of thiese simail dredges that are practically
worai out.

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WO1tKS.
1 mistinderstood the lion, gentleman (Mr.
Reid). The ncw dredge for use i Ontario
will, I hiope, lic completed and be working
durhug the next rniontli or so.

Mr. LAW. I do flot feel that I would be do-
ing my duty to the constituency I have the
hoiour to represent, if I did flot avait myscîf
of this opportu.nity to cali the attention of
the Minister of Public Works to, the urgent
necessity for~ dredging la the county of Yar-
mouthi. Anybody wlio lias visited the town
froi which I corne, knows thet we are
liandîcapped to a very great extent ia our
barbour facilities. It Is truc that the gov-
crnment lias fevoured us wlth a dredge for
two or tbrec seesons, but the work is in-
complete and consequently flot mucli good
lias resulted fromn it. The governeat bad
plans made of the harbour a year or two

834

ago, and if the goverameat would give us
for one other season such a dredge as the
iiew one whidh la beiag built, I bave no
doulit that thc plans made by the resident
enginear could lic fully carried out, and it
would lie a very greet convenience for the
county of Yarmouth. We are the step-
plng stonie as It werc between the United
States and the maritime provinces. We
have one or two boats a day corning lu
tliere from Boston, carrylng a very large
number of passeagers who are distributed
over ali parts of Nova Scotia. Our lierbour
Is nothlng but a zig-zag channel, and lt lis
almost impossible for steamers to get la or
out during foggy weatlier or la the dark.
White I arn on rny feet, I would Ilke to
say la reference to the remarka of rny hon.
fricnd (Mr. German) about the goverement
aellinig ils dredgea and gettiag the work
donc by contract; thet I do ilot agree wlth
lm at ail. 1 eannot sec why the goveril-

ment is not la a position to de the dredglng
as dheaply as any contractor can do it, and
more cheaply. The dredges whidh con-
tractors would buy a.nd work would get old,
just like the goverament dredges. I can
only speak of the dredge 'Canada'1 whIch
we liad la Yarmouth for a few seasons. I
doubt if eny contractors on earth could do
better work then was done by that dredge
for lier capacity. She worked late and
carly, and did good -work. I hope parlle-
ment, instcad of curtailing thîs vote, will
sec its wey to vote larger sums for dredging
Iliroughout the whole, country, espccially ln
the maritime provinces. No rnoncy that
parliament votes does more good ilian the
rnoney voted for dredging purposes.

Hon. Mr. TARTE. My hon. friead tle
Miaister of Public Works lias just seid that
lie cannot understand -wly no dredglng
plant lias been used below Qucbec. When
lic lias been a littie longer la the Important
position lie occuples, lie will understand
readily. There is a bigli tîde below Que-
bec whicli shows the largest slips to readli
t11e inner St. Lawrence. .Whea we took
office, there was really not one dredgc avait-
aile for work donc there. It was solid
rock that lied to lie cxcavstcd.

The MINISTER OF JUSTICE. Solld rock
at Chenal Beaujeu ?

Hon. Mr. TARTE. At Crane Island it
la solid rock.

The MINISTER 0F JUSTICE. The de-
pertrnent lias leretofore represented differ-
ently, thet if la sand.

Hon. Mr. TARTE. No.
Mr. TALBOT. Hlave aay soundiags been

takea by the Department of Public Works
at Crene Island ? If soundinga have been
taken, the report muat be that there are
several feet of send on thc top of the rock.

Hou. Mr. TARTE. But there is solid rock
et Ibhe bottom.

2629 2630


