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1948 and the war of extermination, from the point cof view of
the Arabs, was visited upon Israel, the United Nations left
the problems hanging straight in the air, left them dangling.
Nothing whatever was done to bring to a sensible conclusion
thiioutstanding problems and points of dispute between those
nations. - ’ : :

There were four main points of dispute, and I think
they have been mentioned here today. = You will remember that
in 1947 Egypt took the position that Israel should never be
allowed to have a vessel pass through the Suez Canal, and they
never have-since that time. That was a direct violation of -
the International convention of 1888. Although it was not
right, nothing was done about it, What did the other nations
do to see that Israel had a fair chance to use the Canal?

They did nothinge. This situation drifted fron bad to worse. -

- What did they do concerning the question of the
armistice lines? Some of the silliest lines were drawn by the
armistice commission of that day, and they have just been al-
lowed to stand there. For instance, armistice lines were
drawn that divided the city of Jerusalem into two parts in such
a fashion that the Jewish University on Hount Scopus was in-
cluded in Jordan. I could name a score of other very foolish
things that were done in connection with armistice lines, but
nothing has been done to settle these outstanding ‘problems
and they have been a source of irritation since 1947.

What has been done about finding a solution to the
refugee problem? Originally approximately 700.000 or 750,000
Arabs were either thrown out of Israel or went out because of
fear, or were urged to go out because of propaganda. They
found themselves in refugee camps on the site of the ancient
clty of Jericho and in the Gaza strip. They have just been
sitting there demoralized for all these years., Nothing has
been done to settle these people permanently.,

Finally, what has been done about the necessary .
economic build-up of the Arab states where the standard of
living 1s so low? What has been done about finding a solution
to the Jordan .waters problem? All these problems need to be
given very careful consideration, and until they are settled
there can be no hope for peace in the Middle East.

It was fortunate; in my judgment, that something
happened to shock the United Nations into action at the time
these events occurred, because since that time we have dis-
covered a terrific Russian build-up in the area. We know .
what are her long-range ideas. Russia needs oil. Russia‘s
vast industrialization programme makes her need imperative.,
She wants the oill in the Middle East. The oil in Baku and
other areas accessible to her is not going to be sufficient
for her needs, At the same time Russia wants to weaken INATO
and destroy it if possible. One of the best ways to accon-
plish this is to cut off the oil supply from the liddle Bast.




