3. The Parties recognize that it is necessary to take action to resolve
existing environmental problems, as well as to anticipate and prevent
environmental problems, by implementing measures that are sufficiently
protective to achieve the purpose of this Agreement.

PRINCIPLES AND APPROACHES

4. The Parties shall be guided by the following principles and approaches
in order to achieve the purpose of this Agreement:
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accountability — establishing clear objectives, regular reporting
made available to the Public on progress, and transparently
evaluating the effectiveness of work undertaken to achieve the
objectives of this Agreement;

adaptive management — implementing a systematic process by
which the Parties assess effectiveness of actions and adjust
future actions to achieve the objectives of this Agreement, as
outcomes and ecosystem processes become better understood;

adequate treatment — treating wastewater without relying on
flow augmentation to achieve applicable water quality
standards;

anti-degradation — implementing all reasonable and
practicable measures to maintain or improve the existing water
quality in the areas of the Waters of the Great Lakes that meet
or exceed the General Objectives or Specific Objectives of this
Agreement, as well as in areas that have outstanding natural
resource value;

coordination — developing and implementing coordinated
planning processes and best management practices by the
Parties, as well as among State and Provincial Governments,
Tribal Governments, First Nations, Métis, Municipal
Governments, watershed management agencies, and local
public agencies;



