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Canada cari play lead role in OAS
By STîEv Ltc

There wili be many changes at
Iay when 35 foreign ministers, their
fficials, journalists and protesters
ather in Windsor nex t week for the
rganization of Arnerican States
)A.S) genieril assembly.
Changes include protests against
obalization and a growýing role for
tizens and Non-Government Orga-
Zations (NGOs) in international af-
Irs. Change also iricludes a larger
,le for Canada in the hemisphere

ia need to linik trade interests
ith other public-policy objectives.
Canada should seize this momnent
i an opportunity.
Street protests at recent interna-
)nal meetings have drawn atten-
)n ta three divisions in the interna-
)rial systeT.
Tlwere is a divide between industri-
iZOtI northern societies and the
tuthern poor over participation in
Ce global economy, includirng pros-
ýllty and access te education, infor-
'Rtion and new technology, Wlth
Illing aid budgets and a deepening
,ealth gap, northem societies are
'en as either unwilhing or incapable

adrsing this divide. -

SEAMTE COMING TO WINDSOR? Protests arc possible when the Or'gaîîization of Ailiri-
can States mncets ini Windsor next week. Street dcmoinstra,,tionis ancli arcsts, ZtiOVC,
'vert al featiire or the WVorld Trade Organization, meeting Iast ycar ini ScaiLeI.

en- Amnericas. After 10 years with Cana-
elf- da as a meznber, "It's an ideological

te brealvthrough."
be- In round tables organîzed by the
,xi- Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy
3-id, Development across the country, Ca-
rld nadians have provided advice and

policy ideas-
cmn 'The number of elections is no
ted longer conuidered a sufficient indica-
/ho tor of a consolidated democracy,"
my sald Max Canieron of the University
ial. of British Columbia, "Elections do
Dus not necessarily produce democratic

of leaders. On the contrary, they may
lead to cementlng an authoritarian

na- re>gime. While institutions and pro-
ior- cedures are imoortant. more atten-

economic inequality, stagnant rvages
and unemployment.

During the Winnipeg round table,
First Nations National Chief Phi[
Fontaine and allier indigenous lead-
ers met with Marc Lertie, the Prime
Minister's special representative for
the 2001 Summit of the Americas in
Quebec city. This round table has led
to plans for. a Caniada-spo nso red
gathering of indigenous leaders
throughout the hemnisphere.

Foreign Aff airs Minister Lloyd Axc-
worthy is propôsing a renewal of the
Inter-Aniericani Indian Institute.
ý,n lnnp. iý tn) qp a nmrona at

involvement of civil society ,nd con-
tribute to increased democr itization
in the hemisphere.

This partnership ini shaping the
agenda for Windsor and id- ntlfying
issues for Canadian foreii n-policy
attention is key ta Canada'. success
as the hemnispheric host in the com-
ing year and can be a mode for oth-
ers.

"We ignore civil sociely at our per-
il," Axworthy says. That the minister
and Cinadians share conion con-
cerns is no accident. They a~re bomn
of the samie Canadian value:: that tu-
Plied discussion at the Americas

un-

)les sa

ie WIrndsor ruris


