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world - would pack its bags, quit Europe and go home. Out of
these immediate postwar concerns, the most dominant
characteristics of our modern foreign policy were born.

I refer first of all to our transatlantic vocation and then, more
generally, to multilateralism, globalism and support for
international organizations as the principal features of our foreign
policy. From World War II until this day, Canadians have seen in
the Atlantic community, in multilateralism, universalism and
international institutions, the pillars that support virtually the
entire structure of our foreign policy.

It is in the multilateral arena that the most distinctive features of
our foreign policy were moulded. It is through our multilateral
vocation that Canada has made a difference.

The origins of this orientation, this commitment to
internationalism, did not reside in desires to countervail or limit
U.S. influence over Canada. The very opposite is true. If the U.S.
returned to a state of isolationism, any number of bad
consequences would follow. The failure of the League of Nations
might be repeated and yet another global war follow suit.
Collective security would be an unachievable goal and the world
could once again be threatened by an aggressor state.

In this respect, we were giving expression to a long-standing
concern in our foreign policy; we believed that, to borrow a phrase
used by Professors Granatstein and Hillmer about an earlier time,
"a happy Anglo-American relationship was vital to Canadian
security."

If the U.S. withdrew into itself, if the triangle were broken, Canada
might have to choose a closer alignment with the US., given
British decline and European weakness. To have to choose one
side of the Atlantic over the other would be a very unattractive
proposition for Canada and would place great strain on our
national unity. So both logic and the national interest suggested
a commitment to building institutions, such as the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO), that would keep Europe and the U.S.
together, and global organizations in which the U.S. would do its
full part to maintain collective security.



