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" “Most congregations ars sympa-’
thetic to the United Church stand:
on South Africa, but [that is] qual-
ifled by [the fact] that most United.
Churches are not prepared to back-
up that theorstical position with!
concrete action.”

He said that he isnot certaln it it.

Js a lack of abllity or desire on the

part of the congregations, but con-;
cedes that at “some point we are

. Just oot strong enough ln our com-,

mitment to justice.”: .

Mr. Levan, who humrizdwlth‘

various anti-apartheid groups io-.

cluding the Queen’s divestment:

campaign in the early 1980s, mdl
he does not feel that the antl-apart-’

held movement s panlculaﬂy

strong in Eastern Ontario.

Rev. Mark Parent, pastor ot

i Flrst Baptist Church, sald that his!
church ls “whole-heartedly” in fa-
- vor of the head-offica’s nn:l-apartﬂ
held stance.'The Baptist church's-

traditionally strong stand oa se- ,
; paration of church and state has
led them to shy away from some
politically-contentious issues,
sald Mr. Pareat. In an effort to
remaln clear of any lavolvement
with the state, Baptist churches
have often “acquiesced to those
in the power positlons” and aot
taken a stand on soclal justice
Issues, he said.

Those in the head offices and
the coalition rooms do recognize
that they are [ighting a difflcult
battie, trying to convince both
the people in the pews and the
government of their position.

“Sometimes we feel llke we're
preaching to the coaverted. As
far as chaagiag people’s minds
- that’s a longer, slower proc-
ess.” said Jim Hodgson {rom the
Canadiaa Council.

“There was a time when Ca-
nadians tended to {dentify them-
selves with the whites In South
Africa for historical reasons,” he
said, adding that one no longer
sees letters in the church media
supporting South Africa. °

He does clalm some element
of success for the churches’
advocacy aad education
programs.

“We bave been a part of those
groups that have swayed public
opinion,” he said.

The Canadlan churches, who
are settlag their course on the
advlce of their church partners
in South Africa — especially the
South African Couacil of

Churches and the Catholic bish-

ops council, are becoming a
well-respected and feared lobby
group, said Mr. Levan.

Mr. Levan said that he has
heard busiaess executives say
that the type of lobbyiag they
fear most is from cburch groups
- an element of society that can-
not be easily dismissed.

One of the tactics used by the
tasklorce is active or respoasible
shareholdership — an aiterna-
tive form of political protest to
divestment. Siace {975 the task-
force has encouraged sharehold-

ers In banks and compaales :

doing business in South Africa to
attend the shareholders’ meet-
ings and, as of the early 1980s,
has helped them bring forward
shareholders’ resolutions asking
the company to review its invest-
ments in South Africa.

Mr. Levan said that when
*“upstaading™ church people who
rise at a shareholders’ meeting
and embarass the compaay pres-
ideat with detailed questioas
about the {irm’s holdiags and
investments, that Is an effective

method of applylng pressure on
compaales lavolved ln South
Africa,

Molra Hutchison, co-ordinator
of the taskforce, sald that it is
hard to measure effectiveness of
active shareholding because {t s
impossible to know what would
have bappened if the Issue had
not been raised.

“What has been effective bas

been the persistence of the -
churches ralsing the Issue year

after year,” she said.

The churches admit that the
extent to which the government
Is feeling any effectlve pressure
to change their stance is dilficult
to ascertaln.

“The government is feeling
the pressure,” said Mr. Hodgson.

“They llsten — they are aiso
listenlng to other people and
they haven't been persuaded by
our poiat of view,” said Mr.
Hodgsoa.

Mr. Kenny said that he teels
the churches are beiag listened
to, but need to ““make more
noise.” He said that the tyme for
the churches to quietly co-oper-
ate with the Mulroaey govern-
meant s goae. :
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“This govegnmeat has no in-
terest in followlag through oa its
past promises on South Africa,”
said Mr. Keany.

The council isalsoangryatthe
government's chaage of tone on
South Atrica, said Mr. Hodgson.”

“We are aot departing In any
way {rom what we’ve said la the
past. We're saying that the gov-
ernmeant has departed {rom wbat
[t wassaying,” he said.

Mr. Kenay sald be doubts that
these laitlatlves on the part of
the council and the taskforce as
well as other aatl-apartheid
groups influeaced the outcome
of the Canberra coalerence. He
said he does hope that the atten-
tion galaed by these actions has -
created a cllmate of awareaess
and coacern oa the part of Ca-
nadiaps. ’

Mr. Hodgson said he was
pleased with the [evel of pubiic
awareness about the Importance -
of the foreign ministers’ confer-
ence and said that now is a good
lime to increase pressure on the
South Alrican governmeant.

The letter {rom the taskforce
to Joe Clark, a copy of which was
sent to the prime minister, out-
lined that this meeting in Aus-
tralla, as a forerunner for the
meeting of the Commonweaith
heads of state ia October, comes
at a crucial time because the
South Alfrican governmentisina
position in which it must re-
schedule bdillioas of dollars of
foreign loans in 1990. Increased
ecoagomic sanctlons at this time
will make it increasiagly “difi-
cult and expeansive for South
Africa to maintain apartheid,”
said Mrs. Hutchison,




