
Commons montattee JS a .-"farce,"  . 	Turner told reporters tha, 
lumen said: 	 . less a decision on Canadian  par. 
:i.Outside the Cinnitons,.New ticipation in Star Wars research  is  
DemocraeSteventianidirà withheld until the committee 
(Esser-Windsor)  said histpartf ports, the committee hearings will 
wants the sanae4ssueskièaleevith: 1  be "absolutely irrelevent" 
quickly,  but  wanteto.keïpW-toP'- 	And the same point applies to tions open about-,inSi ›YE,O.g..-Pf 	any tightening of Canada's rela- the committee. 	 tionship with the US. - - 

aark 	.,11-.e 	 t'-e 	"We don' Intend to participate 
unless we get a better commit-
ment from the Prime blinister 
than we got from the deputy, 

 prime minister," Turner said. 
Deputy Prime Minister Erik 

Nielsen told Liberal and New 
Democratic spokesmen that they 
had little respect for parliamenA 
tary democracy if they stayed 
away from the committee hear-
ings - 

Prime Minister Brian  Mulroney  
was not in the Commons. He did j 
tuna up after question period, but. , 

 ignored reporters' questions on 
the issue and went right to his  of-.  
rice. • , . • • 
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I - -Œrie:rX.'+-fibefaiSiriiay7they .will boycott.  a commit-
tee set-up p.assess:a foreign,policy discussion paper unless the 

.evernment'gives pritirititalackling the issue- of Star WarS 
research and trade with  the US.-  

...;_ 'Party leader John'Ttirner yeitéréiiy 'called  the  paper — 
released by:External Affair_S -Minister Joe  Clark,—+ an 'insult to i 
the...intelligence-7 - ",;-̀ 5.tett-,•1 ...co  -time *tinted 
_ 'Auer 'tiae.-jOint ika-  ate-House:of .j 	71nu 

The nomnlittée, *larch vnll.fake 
a year to report, H.to hold  ,public  
discussions 2CLOSi the Country and 
also rnay travel teotber -parts of 
the wor'at. . 

Clattsvai ticilita the Comment 
1.o-hear.histliscassion paper roast-
ed; he•acia.lilocatreal promoting 
it in a seriesef.teevision and print , 

- 
-- The Lliaitiars--exte;-nal affiirs 1 
critic, Jean•Chrt-tie' n, told repert; 
ers that- a.,tectsion on whether' 
Canada will participate  in Star 
Wars is a taatterof weeks (away), 
and the _bilateral agreement.on 
trade with the-United  States isfor 
September...,„4,t..-f ; • " 
• . "So theres n6tise our discussing 
such matters  after  the  horse is out 
of the barn.'! ,eli.Z.LT.- 	- 	!-' 

Star Wareis-  -"Ile -popular name 
for the Strategic:Defence- Initia-
4ive .--'a-reseircla project Viiththe 
goal-of destroying nuclear missiles 
in outer .spacei-The U.S. has 
irivite&its:alliés,i;to join the prce, 
gram. ' 

Clark hai said. that the goVern-
rnent is ready to rnake foreign 
policy decisions while the commit-
tee meets, but that those decisions 
might -be changed to reflect the 
cammittee's recommendations. 
- The government% Green Paper 
poses a series of questions - about 
Canadian policy on defence, trade, 
disarmament, Central America 
and Canadian-American relations. 
It offers no policy positions. 

6 


