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Coastal Trip, 1974 
set of three pieces, acrylic on *. 

plywoo4,• each: 24 0  x 96 0  

innier'àond'a.t.  a dèrirr.  a.  r #1, 1971 
acrylic on catiVas, 84" x 6o" 

I never really feh that 1 wanted to stop painting. . 

• joirNsoN: It isaMazing how that came about. 
Those early hnes had à secret and you dug Wont. 
They really Were life-lines. Still this could have 
led  von  in othet directions, to other subject • • 

' miner  and leks earthful waYs of dealing with it. 
Have yoti alv;i4s been  interested in cosmic . 
phenomena and weather and was this a begin- 

. ning that hatIbeen coming for a longer time? 	• 

EWEN : Yes 1 think so and there are sev.eral things 
mixed in there::  My father came over front 
Abcrgail wheit he was  17 years old and he  spent 
eleven: conseçutive years in the far north.with 
the...Hudson.  Bay Company before fié Came back 
down to civilition. So  as a boy I heard his . 

• stories of northern.Canada and Indians and 	• 
..Eskimosan4 guess I alvt•rays had this almost 

roniantic attittide to the Space up dicre. I alskays • 
tell •Myself thaiwhen I take a long holidaV I will 
go to ihe tundra. The other thing was th.à as a 	• 
boy my ambition was to be a geologist. Some 

• 
boys are goingto be • fi•re• men but I was going to • 
be a geologist...And when I was older I werit to 	• 
McGill ro stUdy•  geology. But I think in a lot  of 

• fields educatiOn  star ts or used to start at the 
•

, 
wrong end. I thought we we' re going io begin 	• 
talking about Mountains and rocks and I was 

•. very excitectfand there was a blackboard and à 
man standing tip there telling us to métnoriie . 
the following formula for the specific density of 

. SO• ine•inineral.'1 really hid no interest in that and 
• I cPii t the .coiniè and Pretty so•on with enough of 

that and thingslike it I beganto draw, and I. 
• becaine an ardit. But it was  only  when I did the 

niriuival wOrkthat looked' like.phenomenathat 
these things 4Meto•the surface: 	. 	.; .•. • .. 	. 	• 	. 

. Siletice aputar'1,'Ineteorelo.  Y and Ewen .  A diagram 
from n typicteiticathc/ teXibï/ok: •little 'clouds sitting 	• 
• bove ,the curüed einth.speckled with tiny black plus 

.. ,andnsinus signs4tid with colored arrow's p.ittriitg•itp 

.. and dojo, aronird them..Çhildren's marks about.; 
feelings  about'clouds,' an old philosopher's invoca-
tions ofsomethinginvisibk, potts' iétirdless•.ivords . • . 
about something about wother, wonder about 
weather? EwfW s earliér Weather pti intink make sise .  
oft/us ambignoles language of meteoroltigy,' but 
inside out. 13'here suc s  weather diagrams are concrete 
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