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I never really fel that 1 wanted to stop painting.

JOHNSON:: It is amazing how that canie about.
"Those carly linés had 4 secret and you dug itout,
Thcy really were life-lines. Still this could have
led vou in other directions, to other subject:
nuaeter and less carthful ways of dealing wich i it.
Have you always beett interested in cosmic
phcnonn na and weather and was this a begin-
ning that had beul coming for a longer time:?

EWEN: Yes 1 thmk so and there are several thmgs
mixed in there, My father came over from
Abcrgail wheénhe was 17 years old and he spent
cleven consecutive years in the far north with

the Hudson Bzg,v Company before he came back -
down to civilization. So as a boy 1 heard his .
storics of north;. rn Canaida and Indians and .

" Bskimosand, 1 szuus [ 1lw.l\ s had this almos¢

roiiiantic attitude to the §pace up chere. Lalways
tellnyself dhzewhen [rake a long haliday T will
goto thc tundra, The other thing was thatasa
boy niy ambition was to be 2 geologist. Some
boys aré goirig.to be ficemen but [ was going to
be a geologist. And when I was older [ wernit to
McGill to stud\ geology. But I think in a lot of
fields ¢ ducamon starts or used to start atthe
wrong end. [ thought we were going to begin
talking about thountains and rocks and 1 was
very excited‘and there was a blackboard and a

" man standing ap there telling us to memorize

tlh following formula for the specific density of
_some mineral. 1 really had no interest in that and
I quit the cotrse and pretty soon with cnough of

that and t.h.m.gs like 1t T began to draw, and [

- became an am, t. But it was only v whm 1did the

minirial worl that looked like phenomma that
these things é ¢ame, to the, surfacc. .

Stictice and-artmete amlogy and Eweir, A quram _
froma typxcalf veather textbook s little clowds sitting
abouve the curvied earth speckled with riny black plus
adminys sighsiatid with colored arrowss poinsing up
and doivn around them.. Children’s marks about;

" feelings about clouds, an old phrlomphcr s invoca-

tiotts of something invisible, pocts’ wordlessywords
about something.about weather, wonder about
weather ? Ewent's carlicr weather paintings make iise’ ]
of this anthiguous language of mercorology, but -
insidv out, Where such weather diagrams are conerete




