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role of Government in the arts in order to
best use our scarce resources and to
formnulate future plans.

Secondly, as interest i cultural and
artistic activity begins to involve other
levels of goverument, it is necessary to
develop greater co-ordination and sharing
Of information among goveruments in the
field. It is essential for the Federal Gov-
errirnent to defmne its objectives and
Priorities clearly and explicitly.

Thirdly, such initiatives as the CBC's
tOlichstone document, the National Li.
brary's Review and the Canada Council's
green paper indicate that the cultural
agencies are questioning their own roles,
aInd are concemed about their effective-
ness and their future development. It
fliakes sense in this situation to work
tOgether in resolving some of the prob-
lerns and questions.

Fourtbly, the study ma>' also be use-
fui in aileviating someof the concerrus of
th Auditor General and Parliament for
greater accountabiity to the public i
the expenditure of goverument funds.

Finally, let me reiterate tiat the under.
Yig purpose of the study is'to substan-
tlate and express tie importance of
Cul1tural activit>' in the lives of ail Can-

E ains. There is, in my view, a lack of
i alrns by the public and by politi-
1 Clans that art and culture play a crucial

fille i our lives. We must establish the
Plinciples, objectives and priorities of

1federal support in this area, thereby
enIlabling us to respond more effectively

f tO eaai needs.

fid Task foroe ta fight livestock disease

il, In tie winter of 1952, an immigrant
In' neuIwY.arved froni Eastern Europe dis-

,le carded tie remains of a sausage he had
't brought froni home i tie livestock feed

le' Ou a Saskatchewan farm. The result was
Wq0 eýnd' most serîous livestock epidemic
We-the sausage was tainted with foot-and-

& M~Outh virus.
he Agriculture Canada had to slaugiter
b' oer 1,300 head of cattle, as well as hun-
'te d'eds of pigs, sheep and goats. Canada

- i fféred huge' export loases - the total
dalnage was about $1 billion.

'Portunatel>', it was winter and thc
ý <'1as did not sprcad as rapidly as ît

cfWOUld have durig warmer wcather," says
ý the reccuti>' appointed chief of the new

te FInergenc>' Disease Eradication Organiza-

tion for Canada, Dr. D.J. Skcinner. "The
entire Canadian livestock industry might
have been severely daniaged."

Dr. Skinner, a leading authonity on
contagious diseases of foreign livestock,
will head a national tean of veterinarians,
logistics experts, environentalists and
epidemiologists, whose job will be to con-
tain and eliminate livestock disease out-
breaks. "With the increased number of
people travelling abroad, it's only a mat-
ter of time until we have another serious
outbreak," Dr. Skcinner says. "Fortun-
ately, most traveilers from abroad live in
cities. If they get through Canada
Customs with imported meat, the chances
are good that any leftovers will wind up
in a city waste disposaI site, and not in
livestock feed. Some day, however, an
infected piece of meat may find its way
to a farm. Some of the more serious
foreign. diseases spread like wildfire."

Dr. Skinner will organize the training
of two emergency task forces, one in
Western Canada and the other in Eastern
Canada. Each wil be a reserve force,
similar to a militia. While Dr. Skinner wîl
work fuil-time on the force, others will
work part-time, or when an emnergency
occurs.

The Ottawa..based organization will
also monitor exotic diseases abroad
through liaison with international organ-
izations. It will stay li close touch with
the U.S. Department of Agriculture's
disease centre i Washington.

The diseases of chief current concern
are foot-and-mouth, hog cholera, swine
vesicular disease, rinderpest and New-
castle dîsease. "In 1974 someone smug-
gled a pet bird înto California, and it had
Newcastle disease, " Dr. Skinner notes.
"The bird spread the virus to a poultry
farm, and soon there was an epidemic. In
ail, 12 million poultry were destroyed
from 1,340 fiocks. That outbreak cost
about $56 millon." The saine type of
outbreak, he declared, could occur in
Canada's poultry-producig areas.

Canadien salves monarch mystery

A long-standing myster>' of nature was
solvedl last year by a Canadian, Dr. Fred
Urquhart, Professor of Zoology at the
University' of Toronto, who discovered
the winter home and the breeding-ground
of the monarch butterfiy.

These large orange-and-black butter-
flies are a familiar sight during the sum-

mer months in Eastern Canada and the
United States. More than 60 years ago
they fascinated Fred Urquhart when he
was growing up on Ontario's Niagara
Peninsula. By the time he was nine, he
had read many books about them, flot
one of which explained why, unlike the
other butterfiies he saw, they did not
breed i Canada.

The thought that these fragile crea-
tures could migrate to avoid the Canadian
winter, travelling perhaps hundreds of
miles, took a lastig hold on the imagina-
tion of the future zoologist. Dr. Urquhart
began his career as a biologist on the staff
of the Royal Ontario Museum. About the
sanie tie, he started to teach at the Uni-
versity of Toronto.

Ail the while he was trying to devise
tags that could be attached to a butterfly.
After years of trial and error, he found
that the adhesive price-tags attached by
supermarkets to glass jars would adhere
to the insecte' wings. They would not iii-
pede fligt, and they resisted moisture.

Tien carne the appeal for volunteers
to return the tags. After, a while they
started comig in, and Dr. Urquhart
spent many sunimer holidays following
up dlucs that led nowhere. In 1973 he got
his first word froni Mexico, and then
several reports ftom. observers who pro-
vided the key to the myster>'.

I Januar>' 1977, accompanied by a
photographer from the National Geogra-
phic, Dr. Urquhart stood on a mountain
i the Sierra Madre, about 160 kilometres
northwest of Mexico City. This high pla-
teau, coverig about 52 square kilometres,
was the long-sought witerig area. Here
is how Dr. Urquhart describes the sight:
"I the quietncss of semi-dormancy, thc
monarchs fcstooncd the tree branches,
they enveloped the trunks, the>' carpetcd
the ground i their tremulous legions.
Other multitudes filled the air with their
sun-shot wings, shimmering against the
blue mounitain sic> and drifting across our
vision li blizzard flakes of orange and
black."

Durig the next few days, Dr. Urquhart
tagged several hundred monarchs. He has
already learuit that some of the tagged
butterfiies have been seen in thc United
States. He stiil has to find out whether
any of the monarchs who fi>' south from
Canada i the fall complete the retumn
joumney in the sprig.

he foregolng item, by Marcus Van
Steen, has been edlted and reprinted from
Canadian Scene, March 3, 19 78.
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