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Appendix D

PRINCIPAL PORTION OF THE JOINT STATEMENT OF THE
SPONSORING POWERS ON THE YALTA VOTING FORMULA

The following is the principal portion of the joint statement of the Sponsor-
ing Powers on the Yalta voting formula, with which France associated itself.
(The Chapters referred to in the first four quoted paragraphs are those of the
Dumbarton Oaks Proposals.)

“1. The Yalta voting formula recognizes that the Security Council, in
discharging its responsibilities for the maintenance of international peace
and security, will have two broad groups of functions. Under Chapter VIII,
the Council will have to make decisions which involve its taking direct
measures in connection with settlement of disputes, adjustment of situations
likely to lead to disputes, determination of threats to the peace, removal
of threats to the peace, and suppression of breaches of the peace. It will
also have to make decisions which do not involve the taking of such
measures. The Yalta formula provides that the second of these two groups
of decisions will be governed by a procedural vote—that is, the vote of any
seven members. The first group of decisions will be governed by a qualified
-vote—that is, the vote of seven members, including the concurring votes of
the five permanent members, subject to the proviso that in decisions under
Section A and a part of Section C of Chapter VIII parties to a dispute shall
abstain from voting. _ :

%2, For example, under the Yalta formula a procedural vote will
govern the decisions made under the entire Section D of Chapter VI. This
means that the Council will, by a vote of any seven of its members, adopt
or alter its rules of procedure; determine the method of selecting its
President; organize itself in such a way as to be able to function contin-

. uously; select the times and places of its regular and special meetings;
establish such bodies or agencies as it may deem necessary for the perform-
ance of its functions; invite a member of the Organization not represented
on the Council to participate in its discussions when that Member’s interests
are specially affected; and invite any state when it is a party to a dispute
being considered by the Council to participate in the discussion relating to
that dispute. E S
- “3. Further, no individual member of the Council can alone prevent
consideration and discussion by the Council of a dispute or situation brought
to.its attention under paragraph 2, Section A, Chapter VIII. Nor can parties
to such dispute be prevented by these means from being heard by the
Council: Likewise, the requirement for unanimity of the permanent
members cannot prevent any member of the Council from reminding the
members of the Organization of their general obligations assumed. under
the Charter as regards peaceful settlement of international disputes.

“4, Beyond this point, decisions and actions by the Security Council
may well have major political consequences and may even intitiate a chain
of events which might, in the end, require the Council under its responsi-
bilities to invoke measures of enforcement under Section B, Chapter VIIL.
This chain of events begins when the Council decides to make an investiga-
tion, or determines that the time has come to call upon states to settle their
differences, or makes recommendations to the parties. It is to such decisions
and actions that unanimity of the permanent members applies, with the

important proviso, referred to above, for abstention from voting by parties
to a dispute.



