
F -Iature Study fov Wlnter--I.

A aCônstant Reader " of the REvnEw asks for

sorne général directions for carrying'on nature work

during the winter. The following outlines may

serve for January and February, in addition to those

given by Mr. Moort's " Nature Study Class " .on

another page. The taika may occupy five -or ten

minutes every day, or longer if the teacher bas time

and 'thé children are -interested. Tbey aie.'sure to

be interested if the nature study is taken f rom wbat

tbey obse rv 1e about their bornes, in their Walks to

ýand-1ir school, and in'short excursions they may

make witb their teachers.

Bring the ciidren into sympatby witb animals,

their habits-and how. tbey adapt tbemnselves to the

cold -of winter. What bias become of. the countless

numbers of insects .that made the fields alive iu

October? lIn many schools there are cocoons,

gatliered in the fail from apple and-other trees, con-

taining caterpillars; and the pupils are waiting. to

see what will come out of thest cocoons in tbe warm

early days of spring. Many insects, sucb as butter-

flues, Motbs, etc., laid their eggs in.some safe place

and then died. Some becs and wasps, after their

active summer's work, are sleeping ini a torpid state

in the ground, or in bollow trees. The bear--our

largest wild animal, except the moose-hibe'riIates

or sleeps. through the winter in some secure hiding,

place. The moose, caribou and deer herd together

in somc warma secluded spots in the wilderness, and'

brôwse upon. lichensjsand the tender twigs of trees.

The fur or hair of the wild animais and of many

doinestic animais grows thick and warm on the

approach of winter. In the warmi days of spring

this covering le shed. Many of tht boys and girls

bave notic.ed tufts. of hair or fur wbere the cows and

other domestic animais bave scratcbed themiselves

against let fences -and out-buildings-of tht farm.

This adaptation to climate is one of the. lnterest-

ing facts about animals; another is; bow their colour

is adapted to their surroundings. The cbildreti

have noticed the.different colour of tht rabbit or

hare i mummer and in Winter. This is for Protec-

tion as, well as comfort. The, hare bas maiiy

enemits, and. bis colour,. like the snow i winter

and like.thedried. forest leaves. un surnmer, admiraibly

serves' tht, purpqse "Why do not th fox and

other wild animais change their coats un winter?"

sanie pup ils will"ask.; eOdthe question may not ad-

mit of a ready answer, but it wil1 suggest thinkiug
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a.nd conversation. Some, animals, ae hagmless' and
n .ot so well, able to take care o! .theaselves aP_ Otiers;
and nature..may help to befriçnd themn.

The Woods in winter Are nbt gay with the songs

of bird .s« Where are these feathered, fri-ends?

Some are stili with us, such aï the chickadee, junco,

pine grosbeak. and the golden-.crowned- iinglet, tl$at

tiny bird whose. " tchip, tcheep" 9May be hjeard, in

thick coverts. Will the boys and girls reniember

these, especially the chick-a-dees and juncOeâ, andl

an occasional robin, Who, in. tke coldest weathér and

in the deepest snows, will cornfe about'our dwellings

wheni f ood is scarce. Do not disappôhit thein, but

have some crumbs and suet ready.

The'object of Îhese lessons is not to teach zoology

or ornithology, but an appreciation of birds, and

animais. -Talks on kindness 1K> animals, stories, and*

pictures of birds and other animnais i their bioies.

w11' be interesting supplenments of the tce'
lessons.

Many winter birds are able to take care Of then'-

selves, such as the English sparrows, crows, wood-

peckers, ,blue jays,. anda few others. ,Notice the

habits of these and ho w tl*ey obtain'theirý food.

Wheee-do they live in winter?. How do they keep..

warmn? Encourage the children to talk about tlieir

pets or home animals, .the cat or dog,. and tho birds,

i caggs,. tlij habits of these, their intelligenci whèn.

properlyý taugbt and kind*. treated. The claws Qf,

the ca±, the soft, tough cushions on the bottomn Of

her paws, the sharp teeth in front for cuttiug the

food a nd the longer teeth fOrAtearing 'it; ail nay

serve to illustrate the way cagts get -theW~ food, and

also others of thecat famly--the lion, tiger, pauthero

etc. Com~pare the dog with the cat and bis food,

and the way he obtains it. Has he the sAMý tOugb

cushions -on bis paws? Arç bis claws as sharP. as

those of the cat? Art there five on the front fet

and four on the backý as -in the feet of the cat ?

The long sensitive whiskers'and the bright eYes Of

cats nimay be expiained by the fact that these belp.
,the -animal to find the way inu dark place. DotS

the dog bunt at nigbt? Is lie provided With Whisk-

ers? Which niakes the best hunter, the dog or the

cat ?
other memibers of the dog family, suchi as. the

Wolf and fox, May be illustrated 'by pictures and

stories, ,as well as the dîffereit dogs in other

countries, as the Eskimno, slwpherd and St. Bernard.

dogs. Compare the dog artcV cat with grass-etmg9
animals, as tbe horst, cow and sbtep, the kInds,.of

food'they use and the mannber of taking it.
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