
Oct. 198. ANADIAN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL

Food Board Orders
By ERNEST B. ROBERTS, Canada Food Board, Ottawa.

Sixty Food Board Orders had been issued up.to Augusi
31st. Taking Into considieration the large amount. ol
work invoi4Ved by the control of foods within s0 vasgt a
Dominion, this is a very small number of restrictive or
defInitive orders. Up to April 30th last, over 360 orders
had been issued by the British Food Controlier, and lni the
first three menthe of this year as many as 130 were pub-
Ilshed by hlm. It ls true that there is a very highly de-
veloped Individuai ratlonIng system ln force ln Great
Britain, making It necessary for everything to be regulated
dlown to the string on the grocery parcel. In Canada, how-
ever, the enormous expense of rationlng has been a.volded
by a firm, policy of control "from the top." It Is Worth
white notlng-and'It mlght be put as an answer te those
who without knowledge .ask for rationing ln Canada-
that It requlred nearly fôur months to ration Great Brit-
ain for suga.r alone. Over 15,000,000 instruction carda had
to be printed and issued. I-ow many should we require
for a rationing schemne lin Canada? It baR been calcu-
iated that the cost> of individual rationing in the Uinlted
States would involve, for bureaucratie exPenses onily, be-
tween $40,000,00>0 and $45,000,000. Canada, on the same
footing, would probably need to spend $8,000,000 ta $1,2,_
000,000.

Other means have, therefore, been wlsely thought out to
attain the end required by our food effort within the Do-mninion. It has, however, not been the simple taak of
waving a wand which some good people seemn to fancy was
the be ail and end all of the Food Controller's Office. The
mere liat of the main subjects to whleh the orders have ref-
erence la itself interesting. It inelildes, of course, ail the
food tractes, such as bakers and confectioners, butchers,
fish dealers of ail kinds, grocers, millers, fleur and feed
dealers, fruit and vegetable dealers, cannera, packers and
produce inerchants; and it runs to ail the food-Producing
and- food handllng concerna from the farm to the Icitchen,
and( even te the table, for restaurants are included in the
activities of the Board.

!"Orderin..Couneil No. 1460, creatlng the Post Of Food
Controller ana defining his duties ana powers, la a docu-.
ment of wicle scope, whlch a municipal studeut OOUld pro-
fltably apend haif an hour in studying. It 15 an exarnle oftihe 'ýmfuch in little' cf the good old Latin mrotto. Sec-
tion 4 ta eapeciaily brosd in its ternis, yet especialbY def-
inite as to wbat It exclu<Ies. it runs: "All Powers con-
ferred and ail duties ianposed on the Food Controiler by.
these orders or by 31xy siubsequent order of the Governor
ln Counoil may be exriae anid performd by hm eltiier
independently or ln 1c-opeation with any departnaent 0f
theq" overnment of Canada or any Provincial Goves'nment,
or wltii any Departinent or efficer of the iQovernMent of
Great Britalu or of any Aêlet coutry vested with smni-
lar powers.Y That order was passed ou June 16th, 1917,
and food measures in th~e Doiinhv 0e a long

escaping the logical force of the first clause of the Or-dfer-in-Council which read: "The Board shahl generally di-rect the production, conservation and distribution of food-stuffs ln the Interesta of Canada and of the other British
Dominions as well as the AIlied nations."

By June l2th, 1918, when Order No. 46 was sIgned, eni-
POwerlng the Board to take over the direction of many
new forme of the food trade,ý it was felt that food con-trol In the sense necessary to attain that enct In Canada
had been aecured. Practlcally ail the food existent lInCanada froin that time bas been subject te the order ofthe Food Board. The object almed at le that this foodwithln the Dominion should go li as direct a line as pos-sible to the consumer; and for the allocation of that whiclila to, go outslde the Dominion, that It shouid go as dl-rectly as possible from the farmer-producer to the eastern
seaboard with as few handllngs as le consistent, with ef-
ficlency.

So far as homne-produced foods are concerned, the fu-ture aim of the Board will be towards the use of our own
substitutes rather. than those lmported. To this end,millers are encouraged to grlnct rye, barley, buckwheat
and oats in larger and larger cjuantities. The Importa-
tion of rice and corn ls being discouraged so far as Itcan be done without dimlishing the supply of our genuinesubstitutes for wheat flour. No statement of what lsbeing done to supply substitutes should overlook the ail-Important matter of fish. The lrood Board aim Is temaise the average consumptIon ln Canada from, roughly,32 pounds a heaà a year to 52 pounds. Severai orders
have beeen Issued on this matter, butithey have no fea-ture outstanidlng which would Interent a municipal officerflot closely ln touch with the fish trade, except Indeed,the generai obligation on every citizen te encourage li
use.

The most acute, and ln somne sense, the most difficult
problem that bas yet cropped up for the Food Board tosolve Is patent te ail, that of the sugar àupPly. Order No.60> bas restrlcted the use of sugar te, roughly, 50 per cent.for ail manufacturera, ancl the Board urges every personthroughout the Dominion strictly to eut down the aupplyte i q pounds a persen a month. Control of the sugar tradehas been aecured by the issue of certificates to manufac-turers. These malte a set allowance based upon the aver-age monthly consumnption of the applicant lIn 1917. It laIlIegal for anyone to supply sugar in buik to nianufac-
turers without such certificate. In addItioný retalers
must net sell te mnanufacturera wlthout the production ofa written permit, spectally Issued froni the, Canada FoodBoard. This is a still furtiier step ln the system of con-trol now being exerclaedi over our fooda. It ge te show
that, as it were unconsclously, we have lni sugar at leaat
corne clown te a ratloning basig. Even three xnonths ago
such a atep was not tiiought withln the limîts of Pos-sibiiity, but a dOzen causes have made it compulsory, Howmmmci further it rnay be neceqaary to go ln order to se-cure a fair distribution of the supplies of sugar cannot beguesse4- So far as can bc seen, exlsting machinery wllisuppiy ail requIred. A& littie reflectIon on these mnatterswiii show- wlth strilcing clarity that no other form inf -ir
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