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“It is impossible to reach truth under the systems and methods
of theological colleges.”

I would multiply extracts simply for the purpose ot letting them
cif"y (as 1 think they do) their own refutation on their face, but I
¥ish to reserve some space for myself.
co;dhave had more or less intimate knowledge of the men who
on uc.t the various theological schools. 1 .have hearq them speak
Cu)ts“b)eCtS which would give a fair indication of then’. \.)readth of
ccuure and large-mindedness. I have listened to expositions of the

rs? of study in their institutions, 1 have had the pleasure of
r:"}"’mg many of the men educated at these institutions, and I have
aszlc‘ed to know that they have reached a high standard .of li?erary
thmlmt'ellectual excellence as the result of their training in the
0gical colleges which they had attended. Many of them are
?m'mlnent in the benevolent and social movements of the day, which
€Ir large-heartedness and quickened intellects have prompted
m::: to engage in. By these several tests of intellectual dev'elop-
ment and enlightened Christian sympathy I have formed my judg-
-y For the test, “by their fruits ye shall know them,” can be
Pplied to them, as well as to the individual, daily, Christian life.
vai'iaexpel‘i.ehce and my convictions are, therefore, entirely at
nce with those of Mr. Stevenson.
the \['mlly say, too, that whoever will read with thoughtful cam'ior
of Wa Ué.lble address of Rev. Dr. Sheraton at tl.ie recent re-opening
som's ycliffe F:ollege, must come to tht.a corixclusmn that Mr. Steven-
other SV'Veepmg censure of the teaching in that college, amongst
'-1€15, is extremely unjust. I quote one or two passages from Dr.
iSt:raton’S address. He said : “The culture of the Christian min-
T should be the broadest, richest, and most complete that God’s

““Tovidence gives him opportunity to acquire. Gifts differ. Op-

g::;l:nities differ. But with alliallowance for this, we want to
sible i‘:lPOn our s}udents the keeping be.fo.re them the highest pos-
man 'eI‘al Then he who .would mm}ster to man 1;nu§t study
Philt;s(, ;le phenomena ot mind, t‘he hls'tory and principles of
Study 0}; Yy, the mefhods of re'asonmg, W.lll en'gage }he earnest
ous Fhe th?ologlan : The material universe is a continu-
o a‘mfestatlon of 'the wnsgom and goodne'ss of the Creator.
rather 1t the theo.loglan derl.ves many effective demonstrations
preact corrobora'tlve of 'hls fu.ndamentaI. .theses, and the
there iel‘ draws his aptest 11}ustrat19ns of spiritual truths, But
of phs ‘another. and more 1mperat.1ve reason why the claims
studentysxcal science shoul(.i .be 1mpreAs§ed' upon theological
its tends. 'Thls 1s'characterlst1cally a s'c1e1?t1ﬁc age ; its spirit,
ing 1, encies and its mfathods are all. scientific. It will take no-
. n;r granted.. It will leave r.mthmg unexplored. Doubtless
Spirit of‘ta_ggeratl.ons and perversions. Nevertheless the
stch i science is a truth-loving and truth-seeking spirit. As
tis of God. It behooves every theologian to understand it,
etteret:l;ght to be in syanathy with it. In fact, he would be the
ependy earn the lessons it teaches of accuracy, thoroughness, in-
nce of thought and fearlessness in the pursuit of truth.
Most emphatically would I re-echo the desire of Charles
Yy that the day may come ‘ when it will be considered neces-
at every candidate for ordination should be required to have
. onlyctl'eclitably i'n at least one branch of physical science, if it
0 teach him the method of sound scientific thought.””

here ; . . .
em’a:;"e‘ls no mistaking the character of such training as these
out § illustrate and enforce. They have a true and genuine ring
them, and savour of nothing which could “ contract and nar-

l’()w
men,” a5 stated in the VARSITY extract.

Kingsle
Sary th

i“:'geasl:i" I had the pleasure ‘of hearing a carefully prepared and
SCiency ng address on the history of the advance in theological
last atand knowledge b.y the Rev. Dr. Body, at Trinity College,
1°8ica1 lil:rday. He mentioned the various contributions to theo-
erature that have been lately made by eminent English

ost e""_lan divines as the product of the ripest scholarship and

" Pallent research—especially those of Bishop Lightfoot,

And, from the facts which he adduced, he showed conclusively that
during the last decade theological science has made as decided an
advance as has physical science.

Besides, we know well that the extraordinary activity, and even
restlessness, in the theological and religious world of to-day is
largely the result of the broader and more liberal system of theo-
logical training which is pursued everywhere now. It indicates a
wonderful advance on the old-time system. WHat Mr. Stevenson
says may have been characteristic of the theological training of
many years ago, but it certainly is by no means that of to-day.

In these remarks I desire to confine myself chiefly to the theo-
logical training in the schools of my own church. Its very liberality
and extent of theological area has been often a subject of reproach
by those outside of her pale, but by her sons it is regarded as one
of her chief excellences, as it gives a wider range to her theological
studies and scholarship.

The very establishment of two recognized Church of England
theological colleges in Toronto is an evidence of the extensive area
occupied by the various schools of thought which exist in
that Church. It not only demonstrates a wide divergence in
that religious thought, but it also shows what a wide space
is allowable between the two *schools of thought” represented by
Trinity and Wycliffe. I need only mention the names of Liddon
and Ryle, Knox-Little and Payne Smith, Temple and Tait,
Farrar and Fraser, Benson and Bickersteth, Lightfoot and Harold-
Brown, Arnold and Alford, Stanley and Ellicott, to show that a
theological training which has produced men so eminent and so
widely differing from each other in theological views cannot be
justly characterized as either “narrow” or “full of error.”

It was to maintain the undeniable and historical right of one of
the “schools of thought” in the Church of England in this Prc-
vince to a college (such as Wycliffe) that its friends battled for
years in the Diocesan Synod ; and it was to assert the prerogative
of the Church in that respect that Trinity College was founded by
Bishop Strachan. The relations of both may, and should, be of
the most friendly character, for each has its own appropriate work
to do, which neither can do so well for the other. Even together
they can scarcely supply the demand for well trained and devoted
ministers. It may still be said, with renewed emphasis—the fields
are white unto the harvest, but as yet the labourets are few.

Believe ine, very sincerely yours,
Toronto, Feb., 1880. J. GEORGE HODGINS.

To the Edilor of the VARSITY :

SIR,—In the issue of the VARSITY for January joth there appears
an article on “ The New Protestantism.” The position taken in the
article is, briefly, that in our day men have revolted against the
bondage too long imposed on them by ecclesiastical corporations,
in regard to the matter of their beliefs. Men now sit in judgmen;
on the creeds of their ancestors, rejecting what is false while they
hold fast what is true. Thus progress is being made in truth and
in the better living to which truth received and acted upon gives
nse.  But this march of truth is opposed and hindered by the
inertia of one class—the clerical body. The position of the clergy
is mainly the result of their faulty education. They are not educat-
ed, but instructed, and this instruction is not in truth absolute, but
in truth relative to certain isms and ologies. It is impossible for
theological students to reach absolute truth, because in regard to
the received doctrines the case is prejudged. Students for admis-
sion virtually affirm a belief already formed concerning the very
things they should come to investigate. ‘They agree to believe
what they are told to believe,

We have in this article a curious mixture of commonplaceness
and falsity, That the age is a critical one, none will deny. Itis
true that the men of to-day claim the right to reach their own con-
clusions as to what should be held fast and what rejected. But it
is nat true that the clergy and theological students of the Protestant,



