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" It is impossible to reach trutb under tbe systems and metbods
Of theological colleges.11

IWould muîtipîy extracts simply for tbe purpose of letting tbem

carry (as 1 tbink tbey do) tbeir own refotation on their face, butI

wish to reserve some space for myself.
b ave bad more or less intimate knowledge of tbe men wbo

conduct the various theological schools. 1 have heard themn speak

on s'abjects whicb would give a fair indication of their breadth of

culture and large-xnindedness. 1 have listened to expositions of tbe

COurse Of study in their institutions. 1 bave bad the pleasure of
kllOWing many of the men educated at these institutions, and 1 bave

j re3OUCed to know that they bave reached a higb standard of literary
,%,d intellectual excellence as the result of their training in the

theological colleges which tbey bad attended. Many of themi are

prolTinent in the benevolent and social iiiovements of the day,which
their large-heartedness and quickened intellects have prompted
thin to engage in. By tbese several tests of intellectual develop-

nlitand enlighter.ed Christian sympathy 1 bave formed my judg-

Met* For the test, " by tbeir fruits ye shaîl know them," can be
aPplied to them, as well as to tbe individual, daily, Cbristian Life.
My exeiec and my convictions are, therefore, entirely at
variance with tbose of Mr. Stevenson.

1may say, too, tbat wboever wvill read with thougbtful candor
the Vluable address of Rev. Dr. Sberaton at the recent re-opening

of Wycliffe College, rmust corne to tbe conclusion that Mr. Steven-
Sol"' Sweeping censure of the teacbing in that college, amongst

Others, is extremely unjust. I quote one or two passages from Dr.
Sheraton1s address. He said :"The culture of the Christian min-
"ster shouîd be tbe broadest, ricbest, and most c-omplete that God's
ýprovidence gives bimn opportunity to acquire. Gifrs differ. Op-

Portunities differ. But witb alI allowance for this, we want to
Press Upon our students tbe keeping before tbem the bigbest pos-
sible ideal... Tben hie wbo would minister to man must study

fa.The phenomena ot mmnd, the history and principles of

Philoso)Pby, the methods of reasoning, will engage the earnest
3tudY of the theologian.. .. .. Tbe material universe ýs a continu-
OU8 Manifestation of the wisdoma and goodness of the Creator.

r'lit the theologian derives many effective demonstrations
rather corroborative of bis fondamental theses, and the
PreaIcier draws bis aptest illustrations of spiritual truths, But
there is another and more imperative reason wvby tbe dlaims
of Physical science sbould be impressed upon theologîcal

&tudents. Tbis is cbaracteristically a scientific age ; its spirit,
its tendencies and its metiods are all scientific. It will take no-
thing for granted. Lt wiîî leave notbing unexplored. Doubtless

Wt find exaggerations and perversions. . . . Nevertbeless the
3Pirît Of science is a truth-lovîng and truth-seeking spirit. As
ýtich it is Of God. Lt bebooves every theologian to understand it,
arid be Ought to be in synîpatby witb it. Lu fact, bie would be the
better to learn tbe lessons it teacbes of accuracy, tborougbness, in-
depPendence of tbougbt and fcarlessness in the pursuit of truth.

Most emphatically would I re-ecbo the desire of Charles
I<lngsley that tbe day may corne 'wien it will be considered neces-
8rY that every candidate for ordination should be required to bave

Passed crecUitably in at least one brancb of physical science, if it
Onyto teacb bim the metbod of sound scientific tbought?'

There is no mistaking tbe character of such training as these
extracts illustrate and enforce. They bave a truc and genuine ring
about tbemn, and savour of notbing wbicb couLd " contract and nar-

row mnen," as stated in tic VARSITY extract.

Agall I bad the pleasure of hearing a carefully prepared anc

j lteresting address on the bistory of the advance in theologica

$PCICIiCC and knowledge by the Rev. Dr. Body, at Trinity College
las Saturday. He mentioned the various contributions to tbeo

* gcal literature tiat have been lately made by eminent Englisl

adGerman divines as the product of the ripest sciolarship anc

And, from the facts wbich hie adduced, bie sbowed conclusively that

during tbe last decade theological science bas made as decided an

advance as bas physical science.
Besides, we know well that the extraordinary activity, and even

restlessness, in the theological and religious world of to-day is

largely the result of the broader and more liberal systemn of theo-

logical training which is pursued everywhere now. Lt indicates a

wonderful advance on the old-tirne system. W5at Mr. Stevenson

says may have been characteristic of the theological training of

many years ago, but it certainly is by no means that of to-day.

In these remarks 1 desire to confine rnyself chiefly to the theo-

logical training in the schools of my own church. Its very liberality

and extent of theological area bas been often a subject of reproach

by those outside of bier pale, but by bier sons it is regarded as one

of ber cbief excellences, as it gives a widcr range to bier theological

studies and scholarsbip.
The very establisbhment of two recognized Churcb of England

theological colleges in Toronto is an evidence of tbe extensive area

occupied by the various scbools of tbougbt which exist in

tbat Churcb. Lt not only demonstrates a wide divergence in

that religious tbought, but it also sbows wbat a wide space

is allowable between the two " scbools of tbougbt" represented by

Trinity and Wycliffe. 1 need only mention tbe naines of Liddon

and Ryle, Knox-Little and Payne Smith, Temple and Tait,

Farrar and Fraser, Benson and Bickerstetb, Ligbtfoot and Harold-

Brown, Arnold and Alford, Stanley and Ellicott, to show that a

theological training wbich has produced men so eminent and so

widely differing fromn eacb other in theological views 'cannot be

j ustly cbaracterized as eitber " narrow" or " full of error."

Lt was to maintain the undeniable and bistorical right of one of

the " scbools of tbought" in tbe Cburcb of England in tbis Prc-

vince to a college (sucb as Wycliffe) that its friends battled for

years in the Diocesan Synod ; and it was to assert the prerogative

of the Churcb in tbat respect tbat Trinity College was founded by

Bisbop Strachan. Tbe relations of both may, and should, be of

tbe most friendly character, for eacb bas its own appropriate work

to do, wbicb neither cati do so well for the other. Even togethr

they can scarcely supply the demand for well trained and devoted

ministers. Lt may stili be said, with renewed emphasis-the fields

are white unto tbe harvest, but as yet tbe labourets are lew.
Blieve ,ne, very sincerely yours,

Toronto, Feb., i 886. J. GEORGE HODGINS.

To the E ditor of the VARsi'rv

SiR,-Ln tbe issue of tbe VARSITY for January 3oth tbere appears

an articlp on "The New Protestantism' The position taken in the

article is, hriefly, that in our day men bave revolted against the

bondage too long imposed on themn by ecclesiastical corporations,
in regard to the matter of their beliefs. Men now sit in judgment
on the creeds of their ancestors, rejecting wbat is false while they

hold fast what is truc. Thus progress is being made in truth and

in tbe better living to which trutb received and acted upon gives

rise. But this mardi of trutb is opposed and hindered:b the

inertia of one class-the clerical body. The position of the clergy

is mainly the resoît of their faulty education. They are not educat-

ed, but instructed, and this instruction is not in truth absolute, but

in truth relative to certain isms and ologies. Lt is impossible for

theological students to reacb absolute truth, because in regard to

*the received doctrines the case is prejudged. Studeni s for admis-

sion virtually affirm. a belief already formed concerning the veiy

1things they should corne to investigate. They agree to believe

1what tbey are told to believe.
We bave in this article a curious mixture of commonplaceness

*and falsity, That tbe age is a critical one, none will deny. Lt is

1true that the men of to-day dlaim tic right to reaci their own con-

1closions as to what should be held fast and what rejected. But it

is not truc tha.t the çlçrgy apd theo1ogiçal ýtimdçn%5 of te Vrotç&tgaý
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