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The inventive composition sbould be
given whenevcr any one of the sub-

Jeets under consideration affords spe-
cial opportunity. Some snbject or

0uha1e of a subiect being roiinded 11P
in the mmid of thc pupil, the facts hav-
ing been so presented and s0 unifle(l
that he possesses certain definite know-
ledgý1e of the sub.jcct or phase, whiich by

mnental assimiilation lias become bifs

View of it, and which. he is able to givc,
Out in the logical, completed foi"" Of
(xpression terme(l "a compositioni.

Slfficient time inay be given to the
'Writiing of this composition by corobin-

ing the weekly composition period Mwitbl

tijat Of sonie one of the otber branches,
each in turn being thus displaced by
the composition. These comipositiolis
sholli come as often as once in tw'o or
freev;esanouitiiig to fromi flfteen

to igheendurng heyear. Botlite

composition exercises and the Composi-

tion XiII constitute l)ractice and train-
ing in the two inost important forins of
English comiposition,-narration and
description. Practice in descriptive

composition should follow the three
]ines, description by parts, description

by attributes, and description by both

parts and attributes. Narration should
begin with the miost elemientary relation

of incidents or facts, and rise by de-

grees to ''stor-y-tel]ing." Greatest care

will have to bie exercised by the teach-

er to keep these pure ini style at first,

for descriptions, wvil alm-ost inevitably

inirude inito narrations and vice versa,

all( if unskilfully coiibined, confusion

of style and obscurity of statenmdnt wil

resuit. Therefore, it is desirable that

l)oth teacher and pup-ils enter into a

special study of these two forms, to

the end that the pupils mnay readily dis-

tingnis,h betw'een theni and acquire the

skill to write in either formn as directed.

Whien this skill has been attained, the

piipils may 1)e given practice ini using

the coinbined forais, but should be able

to analyze their ownl compositions, to

distînguish eaeh formn wherever uised,

and be able to perceive.the reason for

its lise.
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1 offer sonie suggestions for prirnary

the early part of the year, 1 use, (lues-
tions, having the chi]dren copy the .ni
fiPOM the board and write answers. T
bgin With simple questions wbich

th eY eau readily answcr, QIlchi as,
"What is your naine?"I At first 1 have

the answers given orally before they
are written, s0 as to be sure that eacb

a9n3Wer is a complete statemient; also
to showI that the answers may bie word-
ed in different ways. For example, in
aulswer tO the question, "What is your
father's name?'' either of these
answers may be given: "M~y father 's
name is James Gray." "l1is nanm' is
Jarmes1 'Gray.Il "I.t is James Gray."

.After considerable practice in writ-
111g angwers to questions,, 1 place on the
board li8ts of suggestive words, and

they are required to put each word into

a q1uestion. Questions iilay be written

on'. cards and distributed, thus giving

different ones to each child, and the

cards, being changed, will answcr for,

miany 1essons. 1 give a list of soi-ne of

the questions 1 have often used, the

answer s to which do ijot require an ex-

tensive vocabulary, as mnany of the

words required for the answers are

found in the questions:
How old arc youi? 110w manyv sisters

have you? Where do you live? What'
day is it? What month is it? What

season is it? In what month is your

birthday? What do cows cat? What

do squirrels eat? What fruit growvs on

a tree? What fruit grows on a vine?

low many doors in this room? How

1 any windows in this roomn? How

nmany childrell in your class? Iow

inany legs has a fly? How many feet


