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to liate labour. Religious instruction, it is to be feared, seldom by itself
does a prisoner much good :he listens because lie hias nothing else to do,
but hie is flot changcd, and the best effect of these kindly ministrations
usually is to make the man feel that lie is net an utterly neglected outeast.
Toronto, ainong lier other industries, lias an active manufactory of criminals.
In lier City Gao], prisoners of ail kinds are left to lounge away tlie wliole
day in corridors witb notliing to do but infect and harden eacli other.
Of the number seine are serious offenders, others are more tramps or men
out of work, consigned to prison under a nominal charge of vagrancy, asamode of keeping theru off the street. The Qovernor does bis best to separate

the vagrant froin the criminal and to prcvent moral contagion ; but witli-
out tlie power of employing the convicts, lis efforts cannot produce mucli
fruit. Everyone sees wliat nmust be the resuits of sucli a system economi-
cally as well as morally and socially ; yet a member of the City Council
would liave to take his municipal life in bis liand if lie dared to propose
the introduction of labour into the city prison.

Tira liigli qualities of Lord Wolseley are a little marred by an apparent
seeking after theatrical effoct. There wvas somotliing of tliis kind in bis
higli-sounding invitation to lis Canadian voyageurs to join lis standard in
Egypt. The conqueror of the Red River, it srremed to say, is now march.
ing to victory on tlie Nule and hoe suiunons the companions of bis former
gleries te slmre bis ceming triumiph. The result of a basty requisition might
have booni foroseen ; indeed the Britishi authorities mighit have lima warned
of it ly their representatives boere, if thoy would oiily insist upon know-
ing the plain truth. Voyageurs to the roquired number wcre not fortli-
cornling, and the contingent was muade up with amateur boatinen, somne of
tliem, it seis, inexperiaed, who erilisted either for the sake of tlie pay
or for liat of the trip and the adventure. ience a train of untoward
events :boats upset or wreckod, upplies~ lest, British officers writing angry
letters to mrilitary frteds. at borne, and Canadians complaining of ili-usage
liere. There mers aîso more tban once to have becn difflculty in main-
taining disciplinc, and this is a fact whichi the lieads of the British War
Office wilI do well to lay to hoart. Erigland in spite of ail the extensions
of the political iiuffrage is not yet sociaily democratie ; the masses of lier
people are stili vory iiu(ch tire reverse, and they obey their officer as they
have before obeyed their squire. But Can&dqý like the United States is
socially as well ru politicaily demnocratic, and our people, thougli capable of
being lod by tiîoqc who ariderstand tbern, are not like]y to subujit with a
gond grace te tire sterna nd reechanical discipline of a British regimient,
enforced by ollicors betwoi m wborn and their men there is understood to be
a difforence of class. In truth, if tue War Office wishes te introduce
insu bordi nation into tlio Britishr army it can liardly do botter than recruit
upon this continent.

ONcr,,j nmore the everlasting $5,000 ransoin witli whicli the naines of
M. Mnruýer and NI. Mosseau are connected lias come to the front. The
I{eyra Commission cf erîquiry bas reported, and a libel suit against the
Mi ,wrvp, arising out of hostile commients on1 M. Mcrcier's conduct in the
promises, bas bn decided. Three of tire Comnrissioners, M. L. G. Des-
jardins, M. N. L. Anselini and 'M. G. A. Nantel, report strongly against
M. Mercier, whule M. F. X. Lemieux is ever, more strongly iri bis faveur.
The mnajority of the Cermnissioners find tbat tlie demarid for the invalid-
ation of the election cf M. Messeau was clîietly iastigated by M. Mercier
"witlî the objeet of procuring persorîin advantages, political or pecuniary,'"

aiîd tirat tlie $5,000 roceived by hum, on the abandonnéent of the denîand
for disqualification, was $2,000 iii excess of the proper charges, including
the extrajudical. M. Lemieux replies, in bis minority-of-one Report,
l)y peiating te the fact tîrat several mnemubers of the bar, who were heard as
wituiesses, said the charge cf $5i,000 was net unreasenable. Stili ne
impartial person can doubt that the charge cf crookedness ini the trans-
action is truc ; but the crookedness was net ail on one side. If M. Mercier
was willirrg te drop the dernand fer disqualificaitien for a censideratien, the
frienda of M. Mercier were willing te pay that corisideration, in the shape
of liusli-money. In the libel suit, tbe jumry feund the defendant Ilguilty cf
libel witbout guilty knowledge," and Judge Ramnsay, in measuring the
damnages at $50, substantially afliraiod ahl that liad been cemplained
cf as libellons. IlThe fact is,'" lie saici, Ilthat the complainant liaving the
centrol of an election petition containiag personal charges against M. Mos-
seau, the Premier Minister of Quebec, had abandoned those cliarges, and
that the condition of this abandenient was the payment of a suin of
moaey in guise of costs." The couinsel for tlic defendant centended that
the verdict was not legal and ouglit net te have been received ; and it is
probable that a writ of errer will be mnoved fer te set it aside and obtain a
new trial.

COUNrrER charges werc made against M. Mosseau, apparently in es
ation for the attack on M. Mercier in connection witli tlie electiefi proe
in tlic Ceunty of Jacques Cartier, and the saine Commissioners were directed
te enquire into the cliarges made on botli sides. XVhile M. Mosseau' wuI
at the liead of the Goverument of Quebec, a contract for the erectica Of
the new Legislative building was let te M. A. Charlebeis and Ce. Befei"
thc contract was awarded, Clarlebois and Ce. stipulated te pay te Jean de
Beaufort $10,000, at tliree different dates, in tlie event of Alexander
MeMillan or Charlebois and Ce. obtainiug the contract. It is quitO'
evident that the prospective contractors believed that tliey were purchasiflg
tlie influence, whicli tbey must have believed te le effective, of Jean dl,
Beaufort. Wben the facts became known, M. Mossean was cbarged with
being, privy te the .$10,000 transaction and even witb personally profitiflg by
it. The Commissioners exenerate lini frein ail blame or knewledge of the
arrange ment. Tliey find thnt Beaufort exercised ne influence over M. MoI*
seau or lis celleagues in awardiug the centract ; tînt M. Mosseau reoBiVe'
ne part of tlie money, and thnt thc alterations of the conditions Of th'
deposit required frein tlie contracters wns made in tbe interest of the Prov-
ince. The two parties te tliis polîtical and persenal quarrel were playing
a mutually destructive gaine. M. Mercier fouglit in persen;* M. ' c1sseaU
depended for bis defence upen bis frieads, lie liaving mennwbile retire
te tlie bench. Eacli party deinanded a commission and ecdi got what it
asked ; thougli the Governinent, wbidli did net lex'e M. Mercier more than
M. Mercier loved the Govermient, as happens in ail sucli cases, teck cg"
te put a majority of its friends on the Commission. M. Watts, one of the
Commissioners, abandoncd the inquiry before ahl the ovidence in the
Mercier case lad beeni taken. Happily there is ne reason te believe th$t
a former Premier of Quebee, who is new a judge, disbonoured hiuaseIf bY
taking a bribe frein a centrnct broker; tbeuglb this broker took frein C0fl
tractors $ 10,000 on tir, pretence that lie was able te influence the firet
minister te give a hoavy centract te bis nominees.

IN the Ceunty of Sinicoe, where the Scott Act was carried by a o
very large majoritv, the victoriens party, we are teld, is preparlng to
enforce it against the rninerity witli vigeur, and bias engaged a okuifUd
detective for that purpose. This, surely, is net very neighbourlY work or
sucli as is likely te fi the couîmunity witli tire good will which the Chris
tian ministers wbo head the Scott Act mevement would admit that 't is
tioir calling te premeote. The detective, like tbe banginan, mnuet Bole
ttues ho ernployed. Hie mny be generally employeài witli safetY "
propriety wbon lie is set by authîority te track the perpetrator cf a crime
wbicli lias been undoubtedly cernmitted ; though a detectiva bas been'
known, even in a capital case, cither frein desire of the reward or umider
the influence of professionai prepensity, te fabricate evidence for the
purpose of securing a conviction. But the use of a detectîve or inforler
as a decoy te tempt a nian into ceînritting tlie act which wjll bring hiu'
witbia the grasp of tbe lnw, evon if it is sometirnes warranted by necesitY,
is a practice frein wlric ail that is lest i11 us recoils. Renders of l'Oliver
Twist" will remnenber tîmat Mr. Noab Claypole, baving escapod the halter
by turning apprever, went into business, witl lus Charlotte, as an illf.,ule

is plan was te walk out once a week during churcI turne, attended bi
Charlotte in respectable attire. The lady fainted away at ihe deers of
charitable publicans, and the gentleman bing accommcdated with three
penny wortli of brandy te restore bier, laid an information next day arrd
pocketed lbaîf tire penalty. Somnetimes Mr. Claypolc fainted îimnself With
the saine resuit. This, in strictness, can be justified; lut a nian ns
bave pnrted with tIc last vestige of self-respect before hoe couid pl the
trade cf Noah Claypole. Yet those who ernpioy Noah Claypole stand il
an oquaily questienable position; indeed in coe, if anything, more question,
able, sinco a double respensibility is incurred by setting another man tO do
what you are asliamed te do yourseif.

LIKîr tlie people of Kingston, tbe people of Cobourg oppose 'UniersitY
Confederation. Tlieir ostensible reasens it would scarcely be very profit-
able te combat. Wbat greund caa there be for believiag tliat the central'
ization cf University Education in Toronto would debar mafly Of the
youtli cf the Province frein its benetits ? ls it possible tînt tlie few houra
journey between Cobourg and Toronto sliould make a great differeniel'
this respect?1 Thc real objection, we may le sure, is the unwilingless t
lose a source of local dignity and profit, combined witl a littie jealeusY
cf tIc nggmaadizement cf Toronto, Notbing can le more natural. it m2aY
as wcll le frankly cenfessed that in tliis matter there is a certain antagen-
isin between local iatcrests and wlat every competent judge believes te be
the interest cf University Education. That the people ef Cobourg and
Kingston will in course cf time be aniply repaid for any present sacrificee


