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danger in applying it in its honest sense with-
out warning. This safeguard established, we
have to say that in our opinion Mr, Thomp-
son’s poetry at its highest attains o sublimity
unsurpassed by any Victorian poet—a sublim-
ity which will stand the hideous test of ex-
tracts, e.q.~—

“ The calin hour strikes on yon ygolden gong,
In toues of loating and mellow light
A spreading summnons to even-song ;
Sece how there
The cowled night
Kneels on the astern sanctuary-stair.,
What is this feel of incense everywhere 7
Clings it round folds of the blanch-amiced
clouds,
Upwafted by the solemn thurifer,
The mighty spirit unknown,
That swingeth the slow earth hefore the em-
bannered Throne /7
~The Spl‘/!]ﬁl‘l‘.

THE “ HARMONIOUS BLACKSMITH.”

In the churchyard of Little Stanmore, in
* Middlesex, is a tombstone which was erected
to the memory of William Powell, the ¢ Har-
monious Blacksmith,” at whose forge, in Kdge-
ware Road, Handel is said to have taken shel-
ter from the rain one afternoon,  The story
goes that when Handel entered the smithy,
Powell was singing a melody which chimed n
with the strokes of his hammer on the anvil,
Handel caught the idea, and worked out his
well known theme.  The anvil and hammer
were sold by public auction in 1879, and its
tone, when struck, was found to be in exactly
the sume key as the * Harmonious Black-
smith.”  The little Stanmore Church is full of
memories of the great composer.  The organ
case is clabovately carved by the ecelebrated
woodcarver, Grinling (ibbons, whose benutiful
work at Chatsworth excites the greatest ad-
miration.  The organ was huilt by Father
Schmidt in Queen Anne's veign, and on this
istrument  Handel played daring his three
years' vesidence at the Canons, the magnificent
wansion of the Duke of Chandos.  During this
period Handel produced his ¢ Acis and Gala-
tea,” the **Chandos Anthems,” and the oratorio
of # Ksther.” Scveral fine stained windows in
the church ave illustrative of Handel's life and
works. — London Million,

CANADAS INTELLECTUAL GROWTII,

Dr. Bourinot’s latest brochure containg a
short historieal and critical review of litera-
ture and education in Canada.  We have al-
ready stated the substance of this sketeh and
need dwell upon it no further at present.  The
work under notice is not the tiest essay in this
sphere.  The author here cnters upon a ficld
long since vecupied by another distinguished
Nova Scotian, the late George Renny Young,
brother of a former Chief Justice of the pro-
vinee, whose work on “ Colonial literature,
science and education ; written with a view of
improving the literary, educational and public
ingtitutions of British North America,” was
issued in 1842 and was long an accepted au-
thority. If we mistake not, it was referred to
and quoted by Lord Durham and successive
governors under the old regine. At a later
period MeGee traversed the same ground in
hig “ Mental Outtit of the New Dominion,” a
paper of exceptional merit conceived and ex-
ressed in o fine spivit. The late Hon, T ..
E). Chaveau, superintendent of Education for
the Province of Quebee, and the late John
Charles Dent, the historian, have likewise
more recently tonched upon the same subject ;
while the monumental volame of Mr. Henry
J. Morgan, the * Bibliotheca Canadensis”
published in 1862 was the pioncer of Canadian
bibliography. —Ottawa Uitizen.

Mutability of temper and inconsistency with
ourselves is the great weakness of human na-
ture.— Addison.

It is by imitation far more than by precept
that we learn everything ; and what we learn
thus, we acquire not only more effectually, but

. more pleasantly.—Burke.

THE WEEK.
PUBLIC OPINION.

Ottawa Citizen : Mr. Meredith suguests
that the Ontario Legislature shall hold bien-
nial sessions only so as to save expense and
avoid the temptation to tinker with the laws,
that the number of Ministers shall be reduced,
and that a return shall be made to the old sys-
tem of governing the schools on a non-politi-
cal basis as under Dr. Ryerson. These are all
reforms that should commend themselves to
the good sense of the public.

Montreal Gazette : A new House of Repre-
sentatives is to be clected in November, and if
the present depression continues and the pre-
sent trend of opinion is nut checked, the Re-
publicans will have an casy victory. If the
Democrats cannot act in such time as to give
the country a chance to suit itself to the new
circumstances they propose to create before the
active camnpaign commences their hope of suc-
cess will be nil. It is do quickly or die with
the causge of free trade tariff reform.

Halifax Clhronicle :  Why should Premicr
Fielding be opposed? He has proved Limself
to be @ man of tact, ability and unswerving in-
tegrity. He enjoys the unwavering contidence
of the entire Liberal party and of hundreds of
Conservatives as well all over the Provinee.
Many Conservatives who have in the past
voted against him frankly bear testimony to
his many personal good qualities, his tact and
ability and his fidelity to duty. Why should
any intelligent Conservative even dream of re-
placing so faithful a public servant by an abso-
Iutely unknown quantity ?

Quebee Chroniele : The P.PA. . . . is
a body of men whose only aim in life is to fo-
ment religious discord,and to create ill-fecling
bhetween the erceds and races of the Dominion,
It is a United States institution and the branch
establishiedin Ontariohas copied the oath,which
allwembers must take, fron the parent organ'z-
ation across the border.  There is no room in
Canada for the P.P.A., and the sooner it is
wiped out the better it will be for the future
welfare of our Dominion, which pleads for har-
mony and union,  Neither side dare take the
P.P.A. under its wing, but the P.P.A. is cap-
able of doing a good deal of injury.

Munitoba Free Press: If the man who
makes two blades of grass grow where only
one has grown before is to be much commend-
cd, as we are frequently told he is, the praise
we suppose is to be extended to the cultiva-
tion of wheat, although this activity on the
part of South Australians is not preeise-
ly  what Manitobans are panting for. We
would rather, for instance, that they pro-
duced more gold wherewith to huy our wheat,
timber, ete. If, however, India, Australia
and other places are extending their wheut
areas it is well that weshould know it, that
we may turn over in our minds the safety
and other advantages of diversiied agricul-
ture.

Moncton Transevipt :  The Ontario Liber-
al Govermment has a practical way of breaking
up combines.  The farmers were oppressed hy
a binder’s twine combine fostered and protect-
ed under the Dominion tariff. Sir Oliver
Mowat, recognizing the evil, started the manu-
facture of binder’s twine at the Central Prison,
which the Provincial Governmment controls.
Liast year the prison produced %100,000 worth
of twine and this year the output will be 300, -
000.  Now the Dominion Government has
started the production at Kingston penitenti-
ary and in this respect imitation is the sincer-
est form of flattery. Sir Oliveris consistent,
but the Tory Government is incounsistent - it
seeks with its left hand to counteract the evil
work of its right.

Edward Kggleston says that he used to feel
compunctions about neglecting to answer re-
quests for autographs when stamps were en-
closed, until he told Lowell of his scruples and
Lowell said : T asked Emerson what he did
about autograph letters and hereplied : * They
are my main dependence for postage stamps.’
After that,” said Lowell, ¢ I was demoralized.”
—New York Warld.
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The King of Schnorrers:
GROTESQUES AND FANTASIES. :
!

b
By I. ZaxcwiLL, author of ¢* Children of thf gwy
to,” *“ The Old Maids’ Club,” ‘¢ Mere Yﬁm
Ann,” ete. With numerous Illustrations.

$1.50,

sangwill %
*.* In The King of Schnorrers Mr. Aang;‘;r. o
tempts a delineation of the Jewish ‘Scbnognm"
tradition—a parsonage “ as unique among beé ncts iy
Israel among nations.” The author con BBWIN
hero through a number of amusing E*Q"‘r 0 g
recounting these in that vivid style familis® %y §
readers. The shorter storiesin the volumelggme;’to !
tragic and comic, Mr. Zangwill playfully de Rich.
the critic the task of * determining which i8 W
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Completion of * Sylvie and Bruno.” By WI ,;4
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By Lrwis Carrorn. With forty-six 111\18“;:'“ rilh
by Harry Furniss.  12mo, cloth extt®
51,50,
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By the swne author,  Uniform with the ¢

Sylvie and Bruno. Part Fi"‘ii'
Furtt

With forty-six illustrations hy Harry
12mo, cloth extra, gilt, $1.50,

New Volumes in the Dilettante Libratli

Oliver Wendell Holmes |

" 16m* i
By Wavrrer Jrrgorn,  With a Portrath
Crocodile cloth,  Price 90 cents.

Richard Jeﬁries.. A Study’

ocodiu

By H. 8. Sarr. With a portrait, 16mo, OF
cloth, Trice Y0 cents.

P cet f ;orh'ﬂ'i
* ¢ Limited large-paper edition, with 1
four illustrations. Price $3.00.
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CLEMATIS AND IVY: A Record (Ifﬂ)liﬁ‘d’
Friendship. Being Kxtracts from 'U']“};n,,g[a”,
Letters of George Eliot, Williem (/. 2 b wﬂ;?
SONG TO ALYSOUN. An Barly Em;;],‘:ﬂi:ai b
dating from about 1300 A.D.  Mod¢
Anna Robertson Brown, Ph.D. o Job?
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A SCHOOL OF LITERATURE. Ho¥
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