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Bir Adam George Archibald, who passed
sway at his home in Truro, N. 8., on the 14th
inst., at the ripe age of seventy-nine years,
was one of the mpidly diminishing munber of
the fathers of the Canndian Confederation.
Prior tp that consummation he had beon a
Liberal in Nova Scotia politics and a friend
and supporter of the Hon. Joseph Howe, un-
der whom he twies held office in his native
Provinee, first as Bolicitor-General and after.
wards as Attorney General. 8o sarly ax IN67
he was o delegate to Fngland, in company
with the late Judge Johnuson, then Attorney
General and lesder of the Conservative Gov-
ernment of Nova Ruotia, charged, amongat
other business, with feeling the pulse of the
British Government on the question of union
of the Provinces. He was one of the dele-
gates at the Conference which met st Char-

lottetown, in 1864, to cousider the quostion of a ]

union of the Maritime Provinces. When that
was nerged mn the larger Quebec Conference
ae was one of the Nova Scotis representatives
in that body, and he also was a member of the
confarence in England by which tho structure
was finally completed. At the proclamation
of the Union, in 18687, Mr. Archibald was
sworn in as Becrotary of State for the Provin.
ces, but in consequence of the wave of hios-
tility to the Confedoration which swept over
Nova Scotia, he failed of re-election. Two
years later he wasn elocted to the Conrmous,
whers he retained his seat until 1870, when
he was appointed Licut,-Governor of Mani-
toba.  After his vesignation of that position,
in 1878, he was appointed Judge in Equity for
his pative provinee, and, a few months later,
on the death of the Hon, Joseph Howe, he
beeame  its Lieut. -Governor.  In 1888  he
again entered the House of Commons, as
member for Colchester.  For the past year or
two e has been living in retirement. He was
appointed C.M.G. in 1873 and K.C.M.G
1885. He was a man of ability and integrity,
and bighly respected by all whe knew him.

. Much interest atinelies to the uttersncen of
the Papad delogate, Mgr. Batolli, now in the
Uuoited States, in rogard to the schuol question.,
It i possible that too much importance is
being attributed to what may prove after all
to bo but the expressiom of the opinions of an
individual or of a party, but there seems good
reason to believe that his presence snd pro-
nouncements mark the taking of a new atti-
tude by the authoritics of the Vatican towards
the public school system.  If such prove to be
the cane, the fact will afford another evidence
of the windom of the Holy Sev in adapting
itsol 1o the inevitable, and making the best of a
system it may not approve but cannot control,
It is true that Mygr. Satoll’s expressions are
carefully chosen and modified, yet they can
scavouly admit of any other mneaning than that
the Church of Rume is prepared $o acoept and
use the public schools in all cases in which it s
impracticable to establish and maintain etticient
parochial schools.  He declares that ** there is
nu repugnance ' to schools by means of which
* citizons are formed to morsl goodness while
thay live puacenbly together,” that * the Cath-
ulie Church in gencral, and espoctally the Holy
Bee,” while shrinking from the sbsence of
religious instruction, is ** far frow condormning
or treating with indifforenceths public schooly,
tie goes further and mays unambiguously : * If
Catholic parents make sufficient provision fer
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the religious training of their children, lot
them be free to secure in other ways that

education which the position of their family
requires.”

P —

This is as it should he. If Myr. Satolli
gous on to lay down strict conditions and in-
Janctions touching the religious training which
he deems necdful to the fulfilment of the
Chureh’s duty to her children, no one will find
fault with that.  No Btate in which the prinei-
ples of religionn freedom are nnderstood will
interpose any unnecessary obstacle,  Rather
willall proper facilitios be atforded.  Sectarian
roligivus instruction during school hours is, of
courae, out of the question. It is perhaps
doabtful whether it would be wise to make
provision for it in the school-room at other
hours.  But to the propesal to give it in some
other, perhaps ad joining building, immedistely
before or after sehool hours, for all who chooss
to receive it, there can be no possible objec.
tion, In fsot that is 8 proposal with which
the Btate authorities have roally nuthing to do.
But the probabilities are that the Catholics
will find it nocessary to rely largely, as o the
Protestants, upon the Sunday Bchool, for
furnal religivus teaching, This whole aygita-
tion and movement in the Unitod States has
a specisl interest for us in Onnads, at the
present moment. It is evident that there are
many smong the more intulligent and progres-
sive Cntholics on that aide of the line who are
loyal supporters and advocates of the public
school, realizing that in it alone can they
secure thorongh work aceording to the most
approved methods, and thus save their childron
from heing placed at & disadvantage in the
struggle for existence in nll their after lives,
Doubtiess there are many in Ontario who take
the s enlightened view of the subject.  If
only some beneficent influence would lend vur
French Catholic fell sw citizens ta do the same,
one of the wmost serious problems which now
perplexes ais would be happily solved
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Every one who belicves in hearing hoth
sides of a question must have been giad of the
oppurtunity given to the people of Toronto
and vicinity, the other evening, to laten to
the eluquent presentment by Mr, T. W. Rus-
soll, M. P, of the case sgninst Irish Home
Rale, from the point of view of s British
Liberal Unionist, It hax been atated that Mr.
Russell came to Canmdn mainly with s view o
studying for himself our system of home rule,
in order that he might bo the better able to
judge of the feasibility of such a system for Fres
Iand. A eynic, after hearing his tmpaasioned
speoch in the Adelnide Street muk, might in-
sinuate a doubt as to the judicial quality of
the tewper in which the eloquent omtor is
likely to appronch sueh wn investigation,
Withent attempting » veview of that speech in
detuil, we 1oy wmention twn things which
struck us particularly in regard o it The
first was that to plesd repeated acta of simple
justico wr.ught by the Hritish Parlisment for
Ireiand as wo wany ressons for withholding
from her other priviloges which she olaims slso
in the name of justice, is not the most con-
vinecing kind of argument. What,"” My,
Russell asked, ** Lad the hinperial Parlisment
dine for Iecland’ It had emanvipated the
Romun Catholios, disestablished the Church of
the minority, established ustional education
and brought it to the door of overy peasant in the
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