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Of the Atuerican C~onmmonwealth as it~ is ai. prescfL(
Washington must bc regardcd rather as the father than
the founder. At least, if he was really the founder, ani
if what we see is right, he builded mucb better thon. he
knew. Hie broke in such a way as fate unhappily hiad
ord ained the umbilical cord, and set the transatlantic off-
spring free froin the European mother. By bis wisdoui,
bis force of character, bis disinterestedness, the influence
of his reputation, he niastercd the confusion which fol-
lowed the rupture and brouglit about reasonable settie-
nient. Ris legal Constitution stili romains ; but the soul
and the real working of the machine, how different front
bis conceptions!1 A community of f reehold farmers in the
North, and planter gentlemen in the South, witb a moder-
ate commercial elemient, ait under the leadership of ait
aristociacy of education and intelligence-such, appar-
ently, was bis ideal ;sucb, ai. ail events, was the Common-
outrance of a genuine l)emocracy with Jackson into
wealth which ho founded. We can bardly doubt that the
the Wbite Pouse would have impressed hinii as it did the
surving statesmen of bis school. The table preserved in
thie White flouse oit which ()Id IHickory played poker
with the members of the Kitchen Cabinet, though iut is a
most venerable relie in our oyes, could hardly have bee-n
se venerable in the eyes of Washington. Finally, the
American polity is pretty miuch now what it was when
Washington left ut, for slavery was comparatively of 40
little importance in his day that its eliiiination bas onily
brought matters back in that respect pretty much to wbat
they were. But whatever the forin may bc, the force
wbich now governe is that of party. Whotlier the mode
in whicb party geverus is that of the Cabinet or that of
legislative committees appointed by a party Speaker mat-
t<rs comparatively littie, since the effeet both as to the,
policy and as te the administration is the saine. Tfhe
liolitical creed bas adapted itself, as ut always does, to the
faci. and te the intereet of those who rule ; and we arc
Iidden to holieve that Party is the normal and more than
Cho normal, the only possible instrument of governmient.
Illut party was wbat Washington niosi. abbioîrrd. lic
Jooked uipon it as a J.assing iiiitludy of whiulb tlhc body
poitic liau Co lie etired, anîd of wvli lm îigbt lie cured by
1*o11biiing thle oc~cs f <jpiparii(ns ili Clic salil
lýabjîci. and umiakiwg then secrve the StLate togcther. 11Iow
ho expected large constituencies ultimatcly to be organized
f4or the, purposes of political choice and action without the
,naciuery and discipline of party he iniglit have foun<l iL
difficuli. b say ; but it dos net appear that be exerciscd
any forccat lit this direction. Prohahly lic thought that
nmiinations wotil lo t l and issues mnade up in thc
course of nature lmy Lic ifluce of t1., " principal gentie-
iont.'' Frein l're8idenitiasi electioms as ai, presont. coni
duetod, with the carnival of intrigue, corruption, calumnny,

41dpassion which they and siiiiilar coiitests in ail couti-

the endies interviews witb office-seekers w1tich a newly
elected President now endures, or dcbating the clai of
local wire-pullers .10 post-offices wbich now proverbially
are about the mnoat thorny of Presidential cares. Oune wlîo
bas witriessed tbat scerie must wonder net that the poli.1 -
cians are no botter then tbey are, l>ut thaL tLhcy arc iioL
iiiucli werse. Wasbington's spirit bore up againest the
winter at Valley Forge, but it would scarcely have borne
up'againet the tirait month in the Whmite ilou1se.

Would Washington, if ho were alive now, bo electc(I
i>reNident îOn his military record iL canaot bc deubtcd
thathle would. For of ail political capital miilitary glory
is ovidently stili the meet available. Jackson, Harrison,
TJaylor and Grant were elected Presidents on their military
record alonte. Hayes, Garfield and the presont Prosident
were belped by ut in their ellection. Scott., McClellan and
Rancock were nominated on the sante ground. The tend-
oncies of American Democracy in this respect present a
curieus and paradoxical centrast te those of an old war
power lîke England, which cannot be said ever to have
treated military glory as a titis to the bigliesi civil office.
Wellington, who je often cited by American historians as
a parallel to Jackson, thougi hie owed hie poeition te bia
victories, had aiso ebown high qualitis ae a statesman,
aibeit in a Coneervative way : had acted on the grandest
seene as a diplomtatist, taking a leading part in the settIo-
mient of Europe after the faîl of Napoleon ; and was the
rosI political leader of hie party. The national mnenu-
mente, the national museume, the statues in the squares
and iitreete, the print-etores, the magazines, everything
that appeals to the popular taste shows us that, in spite of
ail the enligbtoniment and pbilosopliy, the popular taste
still je war and that the man on liorseback is stili the
dàrling of the popular bear.. Besides, mnilitary glory
escapes the rivalry and envy which wait on the upward
stops of Clay or Webster, sud at lasi. snatch the great prize
from bis hand. As a victorieus soldier, then, Washingtou
would have been as sure of bis election as were Jackson
aud Grant. But on the score of hie civil character or
monits it doles net seem by any means likely that if now
alive lie would be elected President. it seems not very
likely that lie or any etatesman of his group, excepting
Jefferson, would be preminent in public life or even in
politics at ail. Only by supposing a total transformation
of hie nature can we conceive hini for the sake of place or
political distinction subSitting hie conscience to party dis-
oipline, embraeing the party code of morality, learning the
arte of the dernagogues angling for votes by hollow profes-
sions and compliances, playing the rhetorical tricks of the

stunip, mmatpulaffîng caucuse, concocting îiiatforuci; and
L usying himsecf impishly in the working of the party
1 machine. The tendency of universal suffrage couibined

wîth the demagogic systern of goverument in ail countries
alike, and not least in England, is to eliminate the Waslî-
ingtous from public life. Whetlier they will ever -et back
again by another road is tbe secret of the political future.
But w-e uiust repeat that if the Anierican Couimonwealthi
as it exista or anytlîing chat resembles it ii aîy other
couuntry is Lite ideal, and if Washinigton w-as really its
fouiîdor, lho builded rmucb btter than lho kuew.

GOî,DWIN 'Nli.

GEMMJLL ON DI VOR( E.

lTUE subjeci. of Divorce is one of the gravesim lpori. te
f man, as an individual, or te society, as a whole, and

froin the dawil of human history te the present bow iL lias
lofti is solemu imprees upon the religious, pariianicntary,
sud judicial records of the world. We fiud mention of t
as carly in the Sacred Volume as the Book of Leviticus,
aud its lateet reference te iL îîîay be founid in the warning
words of thé augusi. founider of (Jhristianity himeolf:
iWliosoever shahl put aw-ay bis wife and înarry another,

cominitteth adultery againet lier. And if a wouîan shall
put away lier busband and bc uuarried to anotAier, the
satne committetli aduitery," iii St. Mark x. 11-12. From
tilese and the preceding verses it is evideut tdait the auther
of Cliistianity disapprovcd of divorce, aud the dividing line
which te him separatod t frein adultery was where t is
obtained on the grouuid of fornication, St. Mati.. v. 32;
but even thons the solemu warning is given, Il Whosoever
shail marry bier that is divorced committeth adultery."
We may fittingly close our reference to the Sciptures
with the weighty wonds, '"Rigbteousness exaltetli a
nation," Prov. xiv. 34, and after carefuiiy considoring the
testimony whicli our doîuestic and social life presonts te
the world on the monientous question, well may we say
witb grateful lisante, Thank God we are Canadians!
Thnough ail the years that have passed since as a people
we attainod te îman's estate aud obtained responsible gev-
erinient, tiionce te the maturer stage of our national
life as a Confederate Dominion, and so te, the prescut day,
the Canadian people, legisiators, and statoamn, have
stood finî and truc to their high 'trust in this niatter in1
spite of the lewd exanîple of the neighbouring republie,
and the imeorai desires of her would-be iiîîitatons, sud
to-day with our simple procedure before a tribunal of
cmpent mion, chosen from the higliet brandi of our
I4g8latune, ledgod ini and sunrounded biy ail tilt safe-
,gîards tcaat wisdom and experience eau provide after
propor publicity, ample notice, and mle deiay, thecaues
involving this grave question are desît with ini a inanner
andI with recuits that ehallengue the admiration of the world.

[n considering Mn. Gemiiill's work t is interecting te
note in bis opening sketch of the enigin and history cf
divorce in England, that Ilby the law of England the
ifiarriage centraci. was indissoluble, and wlien Once àt liail
bocu constituted ini a le-al marneir there w-as ne nîcans of
putting an eud te iL in any cf tic courts." Parliamnie,,
lîowoven, introducsd a law for divorce ini case of aduitery.
lu Roman Catholic imes niarriago was decicmd Ila sacra-
meut, and indissoluble," whiiie(Cranmer aud hic associatu
reformons hsld il the advised aud laeting belief chast a îîîerc
extensive liberty cf divorce ouglit te ho alowed."

This view was gradually developtsl inictic bukelnor,
Lord Roos, Lond Maculesfield, and Lord Norfolk cases,
wliere divorce wss granted by -Panlîit ci Onptcial
greunde until in the Box case, il, 1701, wholi Parlisuicui
granted a divorce a vinodlo witliout any special or pcculiiîr
reason iou whicli to found t-sucb as hall been cthe Ioviîîg
cause in the prier cases. This divorce Wa5 granted coi a
Bill intituled, "An Act. te dissolve the 'narriage of lalpil
Box witli Elizabeth Eyre, sud te enabloilinteci, narry
again."t It might ho added that by the old mile proof cf
adultery would warrant a divorce frein a wif", but t
would net suffice in tlie case of a lbusband whlene proof of
sucli hoinous crimes as incest or bigamy was essential

lu Canada, however, the power cf dealiiig with anîd
adjudicating upon applications for divorce wau ntained by
the Legilature, sîthougli the Iruperial (Governnient silo-
gested in 1859 the advisability cf sstablishing a Divorce
Court in Canada. Since Cofederaien the Parliaielt,
cf Canada lias paesed twenty- three bille dissolviîîg marri-
age on ground of adultery, two annulling frnudulent
maniage, sud oe grauting separatien, and ieed ton
applications for divorce, and in ail cases sxereising tbleir
ewn wisdouî sud discretion," freed froum any I"liard aud
fast " rules of limitation, in many cases pursuing the
just and equitable course cf granting te a wife the saine
moasune cf relief as would ho awarded to s busband.

lu cousidering the groat good whieh our restrictionî of
the power te deal witli divorce te Parliament sioes ia
conferred upon Canada, we cannot refrain from que,1ting
part cf the lofty sud con viucing argument cf the Hon.
Senator Gewan, when the matter wae under discussion in
the Sonate: "lParliament . . . decides whether the
charges are proveJ1, wliethcr they conititute sucli a case
as eliould entitîs the party te, a special Act. for relief, sud

* " The Practice of the Pariamnent <of Canada uponi Bills (if
Divorce," ineluding an histerical sketch of parimmentary divorce and
summe- ries of al tthe Bills cf Divorce presented te Parliament front
1867 to 1888, aise notes on the Provincial Divorce Courts, et. By
John Alexander Gerumili, cf Osgoode Hall, Barrigter-at.iaw. Toronto:
('ar.swell and Company.

t A titie used in suhsequent bille for divorce tili 18,58, wlitem the
Court of Divorce and Matrimonial Causes was fonnded.

%liai, relief, if amîy, shouîld ho, granted te the partv i
view of ail the circunîstances, and Parliaxcent may, anil
ouglît always te, bave in regard net merely the question
as t affects the parties, but the effeet in relation te the
moralesud good order-tbe offet wbich tie passing of
a partîcular law migbt have upon the well-being cf thîe
cemmunity. Parliament, as the supreme power, lias iLs
dluties sud responsibilities, and canuet compromise the
w-cil-being of society which bas been entrusted te it under
the constitution."

Suocecsiderations as Chese have rendered fruitss
the efforts of those whe have advoeated upon the floor cf
Parliament tbe establishmeont of a divorce court.

We canuot lielp coînmending the pure sud patniotie
8pirit of enr legielators, w-be have unswervingly deuounaced
and defeated the efforts cf thoce wlio have souglit te cstab-
lisla on a basic cf autliority in Canada the low and tlegrad
ing systoiîi cf divorce which is current in tlîe Unîited
Statos.

lu conidering tlhe subjeet cf inarriage, thee icarmitul
author quotes the forcible anti impressive words, cf Lord
Justice Brett: " Marriage is net, as in cf ton popularly
3tated, a contraci.. If iL wore iL couid aecording te evrry
prînciple of Lie law cf contracts b)0 resciuded by mutuai
cousent. But it cannot. There us a contraci. before mat-
niage, wvhieh is a contract te marry ; but miarniagein jeb
fultilment cf that contract, which is thon satisfied and
ended, sud there is no further contraci.. Marriage iui-
poses a siatus wlîich was by ihe law, before the statuts,
iînposed upon the persen forever," whicli view is sustaiued
by an eminent Canadian authority, wli sys : 1tm [ las
baeen fainly urgedi that if marniage could be reganded as
but a contract, its nature, obligation sud pivileges nîust
bc sougbt in the ternis of the contnact : but it in au estate,
sud as sucli they uet be souglit in tho nature cf the estate,
as instituted snd expounded by the founder, that in found
in the word of God."

With referenco te Mn. Gemmill's work, w-e greet it am
a decided acquisition te the legal litensture cf Canada, aud
eommend it te the Position cf the autlieritative Canadiami
text b-iok ou Lie important subjeci. witli wbich it deals.
It is clear sud compreliensivo in iLs arrangemient aunt
details ; sud witliout attempting te presenit an elaborat.!
sud exhaustive treatîse, the learned author in te lbc con-
gratulated upen the iuastery cf lhic sub jeet, wlicb[lias
cnabied Ilîiîîîte compreas se mucia valuable itiatter into 8o
sinall a conpass, sud the ability which as enabled him tri
treat it in a mnauner which rendo)rs it net onîy a niost esuce-
tive ai(l to the legsl practitionors in iLs refeqprnce te Lieý
law of England, Outarie sud the Provinces, tlhe parlia-
iuintsnyrunies, regulations sud liractice, iucludiug the new
ruIesecf the Sonate aud citations sud notes cf cases, fonlais
sud notes on evidence, but alec te meîîîhers cf Parliameut
sud all ethens interestod in this great social sudduoiestic
questioni. Wecocnclude with a refeenies to the compara-
tive table cf divorce in the UJnited States sud Canada,
whidi shows Chat frem 1867 te 1886 inclusive, thero were
328,613 divorces granted in the United States, and -116f
iii Canada, bcing in proportion to population about 1 te
I1,50 percouis in the UJnited StaLes, snd 1 te 37,283 ini
4 lanada. We îîîy add that the mechanicsi featunes cf Che
book arc worthy ef the noputation cf Lie publishers.

u 1. DI G8FIWM CIR REN?' LIIER.A TUItE.

l'ilE: mSE Oci'1111F TELEIICNE ON îîAILWYS.

A qoVwEl, application cf the teoephone ]lias licou iîîade
cio h.railway letweeti Saint Valonie sur-Senme sud

i ayeliN (Franco>, witli a vicw te facilitate comu> înication
atei train brokeîî dow-n ci the lino aud the nearesi.

station. Lrîditeties says tie stations on this lins arc
aireatly in telephone coiaîi unicatieu by limesisof an over-
hicol w ire, sud in the guard's van of an expsîùîiental traini
w-as ittedi up a teleplione, witb battery cf ten Leclanche
,cellesud d5l bell. Oine polo cf the batteny is put Loe arth
1.y 1.ing conîiected to the framework of the guard's van,
andl tue other isnjeîued iii the usuai way te the telephoile,
the ether ternual cf the latter heing connecLed with a
wire, lîy whichî connscLion witlî the existiug telephonie hue
cau hocîmade ai. any peint. le facilitate this eperatioîî tbê.
wire is iîîclosed in a ligit steel tube, long enougli te reacli
the overliead wire froîîî the roof cf Ltîe van, and previded
at thi, end with a look for attacliment. Upon ringing aip),
the stationis iii front sud rear cf the train redoive Lie aig
nul, anîd conversation eau ho esriried on with botliaimnul-
taueeusly. The object of this arrangement is Le enablc
the Lruard of a train, deiayed on broesîîdewn on tbe lice
beL weeu two stations, Le eaul for assistance. Tie apparatus
carried'in the gusird's van is celf-contained, inclosed ini a
box, sud weighs euly about Lweuty-tive peunds.

'1EWINtER CSLEEP 0F THE CANADIAN jJUMPING MOUSE.

IN th, course cf an intoresting article on " Sleeping
tbrough tlie Winter," tiecStanda'rd peinte eut Liai. air1
interesting observation was madle in Canada by Genenal
Davies on the profeuud winte sîep cf Lie jumping moues,
sud published, with a picture, in the "6Linnean Transac-
tions " for 1797. Tlie ittie animai, whici was a curioity
in Lis sumoer time for'its flyiug leaps thnouguî the long
grass, w-as lest sigit cf about the menti cf Octoben, sud
w-as uîot seen agaii. until the menti cf May. Geîîeral
D)avies solved tie question cf w-bat became of it ail those
mentis. A labourer, digging Lie foundations cf a gardona-
house near Quebec in tie spning, turned up with bis spade

348

----------- -

'MAY 3id, 1891,


