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A CHKISTMAS LEGEND,

{t Survives and Is Yet Told in Cen-
tral France.

\n the patcis of Central France
are preserved many touching Christ-
mas legends. In paissing through vil-
lages, in conversing with the peasants.
in visiting tre lakorer’s hut. one secs
the imagination of these gimple
peaple is struck with the least details
of the Divine infancy.

“In one of My ¢xcursions through
the country,”’ says a traveler, “L found
myself one Siturday in the house of
a good peasant. Of course, I agsisted
at mass and at the sermon of the day.

“After ordinary pra.yeré the cure
spoke of the childhood of Jesus. ¥ was
glad of this opportunity of observiag

how

how the &y d pator would fix the
attention of tie {leck which he had
temsied tfor mere than forty years with
th:- charity ¢f an apostle and un-
bounded davot dness.

“He commenced: ‘Jesus  was  five

five years old; be Mved with his par-
entss in the village of Nazavcth, as-
Liz  f{ather in  his hum-
jabors. Iis  mether kept in
heart the words, full of wisdom, whizh
feil from the lips of the Divine Chiid.

cNot far foom them iived a woman
who had a svn of the same agse as
Jesus. This ¢ il1 was suddealy seized
with so prof und a grief that convul-
sive sobs escaped from his breast: day
and right the ¢'i's were the sams2,
and the p.or mo h.r could find noth-
ing te console bl Despair took pos-
sesdion of hir heart, ‘My child’ she
said, “is very sick. What can T do
nmy God, v relieve him?” :

sisting
bie

v Suddenly a thought came to her.
She wounid go to the house of her
neizhbor, thet Virgin Mary, tell her

all her trouble and ask her by what
means she could calm her dear child,

+Jesus listemed attentively .to the
plaint of the desolate mecther, while
the child continued to ery. Then, ap-
proaching the poor little one, he em-
braced him tenderly. Immediately

bis rears ceased. He looked sweetly

at Jesus, and an: ineffable smile lighted |

up: his pretty face. E
**“The happy mother was astonished
at this predigy, and turning toward
Mary:."Holy woman,” said she. “your
son will be the greatest among the
greatest.” :
©*Jesus pressed the
child, saying: ‘“This one shall be my
brother, he wili suffer and die for
my sake. Weef noty, O ‘privileged
mecther, but rejoice.” .
“The worran went home, pondering
on what she had seen. and. heard,
and blessine (Fod in her heart. :
“After this event the children grew
up together. Jeosus instructed . His
frtends in thinge gn marvellous that
He alene urderstood  them. )
“After the death of our Lerd, a
man, a sairt animated with divine
love, was stened to death for the
faith, ard rn~ned the era of mar-
tyrs. The first stone cast at him
struck his face at the very spot which
Jesus had ¥icerd. This martyr, . Which
the Christ chi'd had consoled, accom-
plished bhv his death, the prediction
af the Savicur.””

THE CHILDREN'S MASS.

‘When Three Thousand Little Ones AS-
semble Weakly—Antics of the
Urchins.

A stranger who happened to be Vln
the neighhorhocd of Twelfth and May
streets any Subday morning about the
hour of nine wou'd think that he had
discovered a porentous leak in that
famous shoe that Mother Goose tells
about. The chiliren are so numerous
that the ccnductors on the street cars
certainly don’t know what to do,
they make no bones, to use an anatom-
ical expression, about acknowledging
the fact :

Think of three thousand children.
twgtly bstween the ages of five and
twwiye flccking Hke a swarm of hirds
o one gpot. chattering, laughing, skip-
ping, whist'ing, darting in aad out.
ahead op all staid, respectable-going
citizens, ;. yaking the sunshine seewy
hrighter, 4, air more exhilarating b
their presenge hy this wonderful ava-
lanche of yayth! They are going. to
Mags, these typee thousand children.
at that well ‘kpown and venerable
sanctuary, the Jegyit church, and they
try, but mostly’ in vain, to appear
sober and solemn, ag befits this ser-
ious religious act. ’

The children’s Mass jg & new insti-
tution in the Church of the Holy Fam-
ily, started only a few weeks ago.
Formerly the children of the parish
heard Mass in the chapels of thelr
respective schooly, and there are SiX
parochial schoole In that aistrict.
which, by the way, Have béen reliev-
ing the state of the education of
twenty-one hupdred children. But

hand of the:

Ltig all.they want on the track, cop-

‘only that he ke lived a'l his lite In

thoygh the chapels have b:en increas-
ing from year to year they have not
kept pace with the increasing number
Af children. Wages may be 8To vinz
texg and work getting scarce, Lut there
is pever any scarcity of habies in that
portion of the West Sid2. The aver-
age number of children to a hou-ehold
wculd make the despairing sati tic-
{ans of France grow gresn with envy. |

So the chapels being no longzr able
to hold the children, it was deemad
advisable to assemble them in a bod 4
in the church. The first Sunday the
oxperiment was tried a hiteh occurred,
which for a short time threatened dis-
astrous regults. The early g~rvice, for
massed are held every half hour be-
cinning at five. was late, the congre-
zation forgetting the new arrang -
ment was slow In leaving the church.
The consequence was West Twelfth
and trho neighboring side strets for
blocks were a swarming mass of child-
ren that batfled th« control of those
in charge, and drove po'icemen anl
street car conductors frantic.

«ghure, they will be killed by th»
hundred,” ejaculated one weari-d b'ue
coat, as he tried to pull a boy down
frem his roost on & telegraph p-le,
whils two more danced a jig in front
of the clanging trolley car. “O1d Nick
himself snust be in thes2 boys, and if
he jsp’t tak‘ng care nf them =ure
somebody else is, for it's ths marvel
4f heaven that none of them et hust!”

But wrether it was O'd Nick that
took care of them or somebody e s2,
and judgirgs from the fa~t that they
were on their way -to church Old Niek
weuld never have becn’ guilty of so
misguided an act, there were none of
them nurt, and no one seeing them a
short while later, when gafely ens~on-
rced in the church with their hymn
cards meekly raised. singing like in-
rocent cherubs, would “ever b-leve
they were the same gleefully uproar-
roarious lot.

The Sunday following things went
more smoothly, and there was les3
renfusion at the door. The policemen
ncw breathe a sigh of re'ief, having
‘wrown, accustomed te this c*ild army
that weekly swoops down upon them.
i true that a particuta-ly crusty
nne. has been known to again remard
‘as gome little chap has slid cut un-
tharmed from under the whrels of a
-agon ‘'ér 'a " car ' and triumshan'l¥
stuck out his tongue at the -angry
“aop”?) something or other about O'd
Nick. Practically it was: “0'd Nick
takes earé of his own,” but bystanders
¢rown at. the sentiment, whi'e even
the motor men on the cars let the hoys

vine4d that nothing can hurt these
tittle ‘ecls of children,

The girls have always been prettv
well behaved, though there aré a few
toraboys and madcaps among thesm,
teo. As a rule, however, th°y content
tremselves like their elders’ in the cex,
with -gossip, inspecti"n of each other's
clothes and superci'ious glanceg at
their lessrfashiona.ble neighbors, " For
human nature, especially the nature
feminine, is the same at five ag at
twenty-five, and it displays its fiples
even at the door of the church.

But niside it is different. At f-st
there is a bit of a sc-amb’e, of coyrse,
and some of those with the most un-
quellable spirits go up the dim isle
with a suspicous skip and 1i't in speir
walk, but the greater number gober
down at once and assume all the gig-
nity that befits them as membe-g of
the congregation in good and unque#-
tioned standing. The different gehools
are marshaled separate'y, each with
several sisters of charity in charge,
and each school has its own place In
the church. There s 8t. Agnes’ gchool.
with 400 children, Holy Family with
550, St. Joseph with 400, Guardian An-
gels with 200,St. Aloysius with 80, and
the Sacred Heart with 500, besideg the
children of Catholic faith from the six
publie schools that are in that parish.

. Pather Curran, who has charge of}

this children's Mass, frankly agmits
that he never could manage it gt all)

the Jesuit parish and understangs it$
people, . . '

A gtranger would have got intg hot
water here at once,” said he, “for guch
is the rivilry between the schoolg that
one has to be continually on the 100k~
out not to offend them. A child grom:
the Sacred Heart will be indignant it
put, by mistake, with the chijdren
from St. Joseph’s, and vice versa, And,
of course, the public school children
are g claes by themszlves.”

The children's Mass is. doing an-
other good thing for the Jesuit parish.
It is not only making religion practi-
cal and comprehensible to litt'e folis.
by giving them short Instructions
suitable to their years, making: church
going a thing of pleasure, rad‘ant, joy-
ous and happy as the unspoiled child
nature itsel?, but is making possibl:
the congregational music of the fut-
are; for if the present generati~n dces
not slng well, the next generation will,

There i3 only cne fault to be found
with gsome of the hymns, and that is

depends upon which side of 1t you

“year; sixth month and tenth day after

| view Febirudky 10. 189, means 1.39%

- year, second’ mionth ang tenth day,

they are too lachrymuaosec. “On hended
knee a guilty race’ has even a touch
of the lpdicrcus oB one looks at  the
innocent, childish faces and hearsthe
ring of the joy in their throats. Re-
ligion, to attract children, must be
kept child-like, and these agonizing
sobs of repentence belong properly to
matyrer years. There is no use pil-
ing on the sorrow with children who
have but skimmed the surface of sn.
The principle of the kindergarten, that |
every word and act of a child’s life
should be sincere and heartfelt, is
doubly true of religious acts. There-
fore, children should neither play nor
sing anthing they do not under-tand
and miean. Religionr may be grave
and sclemn fcr the grown-ups, but by
all means let thia be radiant and joy-
oug for the'cimdren. PDoubtless these
nymns will be improved upon in the
permanent hymn card.

Tpe childrsn’'s Magg is a great in ti- '
tution. Aryone who will step into
{the dimiy-Hghtcd Church of Holy
Tamily at 9 o'clock on Sunday and
listen to buoyant voites of tue little
oneg, see the bowed heads at the bles-

ing, hear perchance the small fists
thumring their breastgs in infantilz

oemtrition, can not byt be rouched and
henefitted by the sight. |

They are the chilg soldiers . thel
army and they auggr well for the
campaigns of the fytyre~Mary Jose-
nhin® Onahan, in the New York‘;
World.

e

WHEN DOES THE NEXT CENTURY !
BEGIN.

e
This questicn seems to be as per-
sistent as tho] it were one arising in
the domain of politics.b The question
as it is being debated, does not refer !
to the time wof Christ’'s birth, but to|
the meaning of the figures used to ex-
press a ‘date. Does October 24, 1896,
mealn, fcr instance,. 1.896 years, 10
wenths and 24 dayg after?  The Lon-
dcn Times considers the¥ subject of
crudugh  interest to devote a column
to its considesmetion by a correspondent.
We extract some portions of the ar-
ticles: .. % : o
‘“The questiom - jg. two-fld, what
lawyers called, ‘a mixed Qquestion of
law and fact,’ and may be divided as
foilows! (1) What do we mean by &
given date, say February 10,1896—l.e.
what theory do we hold as to the
correct method of dating: and (2) how
does our theory, whatever it may be, |
agree with actual usage? There can
b» no doubt that one person may hold
that the next century begins omn the
19t of January. 1900. and another that
t begins on’the 1st of January,1901. and
vet that both of them may be in full
possession of their faculties. 71t is not
a case of strong language, and cannot
be settled offhand; by the mere state-
ment that 99 is not 100. Mokt people.
however, unskilled in arthmetic, will
agree'so far.  The truth is, agch view
depends on a theory of dating which
s in actual-use. The eolor of the shield

are looking at. -
“Let us sUppose & person to be writ-

: the

i allel table cfyears made

ing a letter some ¢ighteen months
aftgr the birth of Christ. How will
he date his letter? Will pe yrite
say, July 10, year 2, or July 10, year 27
1f hewrites the former he wilj con-
sistently hold that the next century
beging January 1, 1900; if he writes the
latter, he will hold that it pegins
January 1, 1891, The first view ‘is
based on the theory that the time
specified i8 one year six months a,nd**
nine days, (and some hours, to be
exact,) after the birth of oyn Lord:
the second view is based on the theor¥
that the time apecified is the second
thesame event. According to the first
years,one month, nine days, (and some
hours. According to .the gecond view
February 10, 1896, meang the 1.896th

and we are copiequetly in the 1.896th
year. According to the first view
the number of the year iy g cardinal
number; according to the gecond view,
it i8 an ordinal number. Both of these
methods can conceivably be maintain-
ed, and, as stated, above, hoth: ave
in ume. If .we write a letter: in. th?
afternoon, and wish to specity the ex-
act time, we date—e.£.,4:30 p.m., which
means four hours and thirty minutes
after 12 o’clcck. There we yge a car-
dinal number. We might equally well
write in ‘the fifth hour, byt as & fact
we do not so write. Again jn walking
as soon as you reach the temth mile
stone from a given starting blace
you have cd~rmpleted ten miles. So
when a boy is more than 12 wears old,
we say he is in his thirteenth year,
and he does not have to wgit amother
vear before getting into his ’teens.
Again, in the Book of Common Pray-
er, the next centuny is referred to as
a period, ‘from the year 1800 till the
vear 1899, inclusive.’ All these cal-
culations are baged on the reasonable

time and space we do not begin with
1, but with ¢, and that there is the
same space between 0 and 1 as there
is between 1 and 2. The question then
{s. when we write 1896 are we using
cardinal or ordinal numbel? It is clear
that if we are using a cardinal number
the last day of the century is Dec-
ember 31, 1899, while if we are using an
ordinal numper the iast day of the
century ig December 21, 1900.

“Arguing then in vacuo, if we may
SU eXpress it, one system is as good
as the other, but the following cunsi-
derations seem to lead to the conclu-
sion that we used the number of the
vear as an ordinal number, and that
consequently the century dces not end
until December 31, 1300: (1) In Hnglish
we use the original number in the day
of the month, we say, 1st, 2nd, 3rd,ete.,
and not 1, 2, 3, etc. The name o0f
month also is equivalent v an
o1dinal pumber, because by Febvruary
—C.2., we mean the second month.
1t would thus be illogical to suppose
that the year is a cardinal number
when the month and day are ordinals.
(2) If we turn the year intn Latin,
it is an wrdinal number—viz,, anno
millesimo ncnagesimo sexto. Ifit is
objecteq tnat the Latin number may
be ording] and vet the Iinglish be
cardinal, the obvious teply is that
by this npumber the Latin means the
same year a8 W€ mean by 1896 and
not what we mean by 1875, (3) the par-
by chronolo-
gists in comparing the system of dat-
ing with another made 1 B.C. followed
immediately by A.D. Thus in Zumpt’'s
Annales’, (to take a well-known book)
the yea «f Rome (A.U.C.) 753 corres-
ponds with B. €. L, andthe next year
754 with A. D. L And this is, of
crurse not an arbitary ecalculation of
Zumpt, but he is merely carrying on
the accepted mode of reckonive.
Strictly sneaking. A.D. (Anno Domini),
is applicahle only to this mode of dat-
ing, for if a cardinal number is used
it should be P.C. (Post Christum.)

On the whole, we may consider we,

are tolerahly safe in nolding that the
pext rceptury begins on Januarv 1,
1001, though great names may be auot-
ed on the other side.”—Literary, Digest.

R .
THE ANGELS!

[P

Their Existence, Their
Their Powers.

That there are angels is an article
of Catholic: faith, defined by the Lat-
eran Council. Their existence is prov-
ed by the Sacred Seripturcs. Some
heretics (the Hussites) denled their
existence, asserting that the angels
inentioned . in the Dbible are mercly
ideal or poetical beings. Others have
taught that angels are the disembod-
jed souls of men. Such vagari®s
cessively in the order of being, from
of having an infallible and authorita-
tive tcvaching Church, such as Christ
has cstatlshed. Indeed, the order
which Ged adopted in creation T:-

Nature and

yuires angels for its completion. A

certain gradaticn of perfection is ob-
servalle in creatures, which implies
tnal there must be beings ‘wholly spi-
-“tual in their nature, between God and
man. We see degrees of perfaction
added to creatures, exalting them suc-
cessively in the order tf being, from
the (lay we stand on up to man. Man
being toth spiritual and material, the
distance between him and God leav"s
room for another order of be'ngs s 1l
more periect than man. The gap in
the gradaacon of perfection is filled by
the whaily spiritudl beings—the an-
gels. EHeginmning with inanimate and
inorganic matter, there comes next in
the scale of perfection, the Vegetable
Kingdorn. In flowers and shrubs and
trecs, there is- life, without sensibilityl
or instinot. AIl Know the difference
between a live and a dead plant. I
the animal kingdom, another degred
of perfection is added. In animals
there is- not only vegetable lfe, BY
which. they grow and incresse like

plants, but there is sené}ﬁif!,tY“‘ﬁe

y '1}) they take the wo'd

But does this gradaticn of perfec-
tion end in man? No, there is a link
wanting to complete the chain of God’s
creatures. One link more will con-
nect all his creaturcs, from the dust
of the arth to the throne of the crea-
tor. That link is supplied by the
angels. They are higher in order of
perfection than man, tor he is “‘a little
lewer than angels,” (Ps. viil. 3.
" Unlike man, who is a composite being
i of soul and body, the angels are wholly
spirituat—“He hath made Liis angles
gpirits.” (Heb. i, 7.) Hence all those
sensations which we have through the
senses, and those means of acquiring
knowlegge. which we have through
them, are known to toe angels. But
this is a perfection in th.m, not a de-
fect. The use of the senses is to
convey knowledge of e-ernal things
to the soul within th: body. To have
that knowledge wiihout instrumentali-
ty of the bod.ly se¢ns s, belngs to a
inore perfect stata ot b2ing. The or-
gans of sense limit the powers cf the
soul, at best, and when any of them
is injured or destroy:d. that means of
acquiring knowledge i3 imbeded or
lost. That the ang:ls Lave full know-
ledge of the material creation, is im-
plied in the fact that they are em-
ployed in this world as ‘“guardian an-
gels” and ‘“ministerin g spirits,” (Heb.
i.,, 14). Again, in th= (pzrations of
mind, the angels are sun ror to man.
Reason which .is a perf ction in us,
when compared t(}_ me e animals, is
an imperfection whimn we are com-
pared with the angels. Reason ig a
slow means of discovering truth, and
iz useful only because our intellect is
imperfect. Tnlel ¢t perreives truth
immediately on presentation: as in
the proposition—“the who e is greater
than any of its paris.”” Tut it needs
the slower operation ¢f rrason to con-
vice us that “any tw . sides of a tri-
angle are togother greater than a
third.” If we had the int llect of an
angel, the truth of the ’‘atter asser-
tion would, at onc2, be as clear to us
as that of the forme . We know that
the angels need no p-oce 8 of reason-
ing to understand any rut: f3r as
‘“they always see th2 face of the
Father” (Matt. xxiii, 1¢) in that Be-
"atific . vision, ther uncloud:d intellect
behcolds and urderstards all truths
immediately. Yct, as they are crea-
| turgs, and therefore finit , their know-
iledge from contempla i the Divine
lessence Is limited. Coed alone, hag
":perfect knowledge of Hi ns=1f. But
"of all created thipgs the angecls have
complete lmowledgz. All th: laws of
Nature, discovered ‘an?! und scovered
by man, are known to them. Of the
mysteries of God, <f futurs events,
and the secrets of human hearts, their
knowledge, naturally, is Ilimited.
Whatever they. kn w. of th2se, they
know only by special revela’ion. This
of the final coming «f Christ on the
“Last Day,” our Lerd sa’'d: “Of that
day and hour no one kncweth, no not
the angels of Heaven, (M itt. xxiv., 36),
and to God alone are th» secrets of
human hearts visible: “Thou onfy
knowest the hearts ¢° the children of
men” (2 Par. vi. 30), The angels
have will and power cver their own
i movements. The exercise of thelr
wilk was manifested in’ th-ir probation
by both those who f£-11 and by those
who remained faithfvl to Ged. By a
mere act of their will, they pass from
place to place, and exercise power over
other spirits and over mater'al things. -
They can clothe thems lves with a
real body, or take the anp-arances 6f
a hody, as the Sacred Scriptures show.
Witness the doings of the angel Ra-
phael in favor of young Tobias and
his family (Tobias v, etc.) and of the
angel who in one night sl>w one hun-
dred and eighty-five thousands of the
Agsyrians. The Bib’e su p'ies. many
examples of the pow:r which the an-
gels have in this world.

l‘Bible commentators say tha® the
‘angels were created wh n th: earth
‘was. In the téxt—*In th> béginniiw
|God created Heaven and ' arth (Gen. i,
! “Heaven” to
signify the angels. As to their num-
‘ber, the Angelic Doctor, Saint Thomas,
says it exceeds every material mutti-
tude. Theé prophet Dariel, speaking

power of sensation— and theré fg in- ‘{ot the angela before the throne of God,

ting;. Passing all the qggeggnt :gm:le;l
of perfection in the merely animal
ereature, we come, at last. to’ the
monarch of the egrth,~to man. In
him I8 the sum of all the perfzctions
of all' inferior creatares, to which is
added the wondrous perfection of the
human soul. Intellect, reason angd
free will, rgise Him high above the

earth, and above #i1 the creatures that

God has made upon it, made of
the dust of the earth. He has
all the perfection of inorganic
matter. Since he grows  ani

incréases from birth to maturity, he
has the perfection of vegetable life,
Sensible to heat and cold, to plea-
sure and pain, he is endowed with all
the advantages of animal life. Giftcd
with reason, in the 1light of which,
nature is an open book to him; with
an everlasting longing for immortality

and eternal happiness; with consci ue-,
ness cof responsibility, and with frre

will to overcome his animal propersi-
tids—he is manifestly the most per-

ground that fn concrete reckoning of

f

fect of God's earthly creatures.

says: “Thousands of thouzands min-
{stered to him, and ten th-usand times
a hundred thousand st od before Him: "
(Daniel vi, 10). No two angels are
alike. They are of neither genius or
)species; Each of them is a s parate
creation. From the bi'l2 we learn
ithat they are divided into three hier-
archies, each of which ¢ ntains three
iorders or choirs—nine ch-irs in _all.
 First in rank are the S raphim; next.
Ime Cherubim; and after these, the
' Thrones. These three choirs com-.
pose the first hierarchv. The second
hierarchy consists of the Dominations,
theVirtues, and the Prwers. And the
third hierarchy Includes the Prind-
palities, the Archangels and the An-
gels. The word Ang-, however,
which signifies messenger, is appli-
cable to them all; but cach has its own
proper name. The. Archangel Mi-
chael, who is of the first order—the-
Seraphim—is the chief of all, as .ap-
pears from the way in which St. John
speaks to him in the Apocalypse.—
Catholic Review.




