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ON "CALLING EVIL GOOD.'1

I-IU1{CIIMAN.

As in water face answcretii ta fâice. sn the lheart or man ta maui"
r[tov. xxvii. '9.

Mary. Did ual anc part oM.A.'s sermon r, mina you,

Auint Ltdcy, of the text last Suinday, ', Wae, unta them that
cal1 evil good, and good e",il 111

./unt Lucy. IL did not, Mary; but I uunderstand what
you mean. Yau refer ta his reproaf of thase w~ho excuse
the profane and irreligious, by saying, 14After ahl, such a
anc bas a gond heurt."

2ifary. Yes, Aunt Lucy, suirely Ibis is an instance of
calling evii good, and one in wbicb I arn consciaus I have
often offended; but, Aunt Lucy, uid Mr. A. mean that
mnen's hearî, -are ail equally wicked 1

A8. Lucy. Nat ai. equaliy wicked aow. but al! cqually
carrupt -%heu bari jta this worlil. The sin of Adam bas
entailid the saine fiatal. consequences au ail bis chiidren,
and cquadly aun ail.

Mary. But some persnns seem ta have by xuiture a much
worse disposition and characler than others.

A8. .Lucy. There is nothiug mare difficuit and impassible
for us ta decide upon than the different degrees of guilt in
man. The corruption of human nature wiil show itself in
differeat Nvays la different characters. In one persan it
appears iu a violent temper; in another in a weakness,
*which gives way under any temptation, and endîs perhaps
in a mare fearful state of sin than lu the other case, Yet
this difference gives us no truc -round for suppasing tbat
they wvere ual, wvben bora int the world, equally IIfar
gone from original rigbleousuess," as aur Prayer-Boak
expresses il.

M1ary. Mr. A. said very truly, that we are apt ta con-
sider those sins the xnost beiaous tbat offiend mojt against
the interesîs of man.

.8. Lucy. Yes ; and besides this teudency, there are
some sins that are secret lu the heuart, and do ual appear
outwardly taman. Pride, euvy, malice, and covetousness,
are reckoned ia boly Scripture as wvorks of the fiesb, along
-with murder and adultery : and yet tbey are not 50 out-
icardly offensive lu mosl ca-~s; aad even 'wbere wve know
tbat L-ey exist, we place thein in a mucb lower rank iu
-the scale of sn.

3fary. The great andl important diffécreuce Ibeen is, the
degrce of grace and streugth nfforded ta us by God, ta
enable us ta overcome the roirruption of aur cvii natures.

.4. .Lucy. Yes; wve are taught iu aur Catechism, tbal
at the time of aur baptism, ive arc Ilcallcd ta a state of
salvation,"1 we arc made Il the cbildren of grae;" such is
the blessed rejgeneration that then takes place. .lkforc
baplism, we are the rhiidrcu of wralb. In. baptism, we
arc bora again, and become childrea of -race.

1

.ilf'ary. The grace given at baptism is givcn in an eqîîal
degree ta ail m-ho are L.aptized 'i

.8. Lucy. To ail who are baptized iu infancy ; and to
ail those wbho, in riper years, corne with the necessary
quaifications cf repentance ant faiitb.

MUary. It is after ibis time then that the difl'erence arises 1i
.4. Lucy. From the lime of our baptism, the de'gree cf

grace bestoved upan us dcpends, as our Saviour tclls us,
an tbe improvemeut we malce of that wvhich is given us.
diHe that bath, io bim shall be given; and ne thet bath
flot, from him shall be taken aw'ay even that w'bîch he
biath,'>

Mlary. This is a very r,ýrious thought I Who can tell
how much strength and assistance he bas lost througb bis
ow'n fasîlt and negigence!

A8. .Ltcy. None of us can tell, my dear Mary; and ail,
even the best amnon- us, wiil feel sure, that rnany good
tbought', suggeste' by God's Holy Spirit witbîn us, bave
been suffered to pass tinbeeded; many good intentions
bave been left unfuifiiled; mauy meaus of grace sligî,ted
or uinimprovcd.

Mary. Instead of grieving over tbe corruption of aur
nature, we shoulci grieve over the consequences of our
own negligence.

Af. Lucy. IL is rnost aecessary and useful for us to bear
constantly la mind that we inherit from Adam a corrupt
and sinful nature. Such a recollection wvilI serve to kcep
r-, humble and watchful ; and wviil also makze us tbankful
to our blessed Saviour, wbo delivered us from ibis wretcbed
state of bandage. It wiii teach us to judge of others by
the only true standard. A gaod heari cannaI be found,
e:çcept wbere il is reuewved, and made good by the 'work
of God's Hly Spirit; and sucb a hieart v.iil bc known by
the fruits of the Spirit.

.Mary. XVill not tiis vicw of the universal and equal
corruption ofbhuman nature makze us m~ore severe in judg-
ing others? I uscdt10 tink tbatsamewerenaturaliyboru
more wicked than others; but now 1 secm bo feel that it
is ail their owu fauli, and llhcy aeed no more excuse than
athers.

.9. Lucy~. MVe must not malze faire ex~cuses for ou r
ueigbbour an~y mure than for ourseives : but we need not
be severe, - .1 we should always make aliowvauce for
whaiever appear t 1 be a persou's natural iufirmity. XVe
sball do ibis the more readily, if wve consider that in firmily
only as a glass, in whicb -we see tbe corruption of our owu
nature reflected. Thicy may be soreiy templed ta give
-%vay ta iii temper and discontent, wvhile ice rnay 'be iatu-
raliy cheerful and g-ood temperedi; on the other band, tlîc7
rnay be sleady and prudent.. wbiIe wc are fond of money
aud idie pîcasures.

illary. I understaud ; tbe degree of ccrruption wvill be
equally greal, thougb sbowxn in differeut ways. Wbat wvas
the other expression that Mr. A. objectcd la, besides that
of I a g-ood beart 1"


