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turn se soon as the heaith of bis mother
sliuuld be restorcd.

The Colonel'i reply te Pierre's applica-
tion was, "that, as the ilégiffent might at
any momnt be ordered to take the field, no
lcave of absence could be obtained."

Pierreý Pitois submitted. A fortnight
elapséèd; n second letter was received by the
Colonel, in wvhicb Pierre informed him that
his mother had died witbouttbe consolation
of givingi ber lest blessing to ber only child,
and in %whicb he again solicited leave of ab-
sence, saying, dIl "he could net state bis
reason for this request-4t Was à fâmily se-
cret,"I-but earnestly implering bis Colonel
net te deny hitu this favourý

Pierre's second letter iwas as little success-
fui as the first4 The pour fellow'a captain
merely said, IlPierre, the Colonel bas re-
ceived your letter; be is sorry for tho deatb
of youi' old rnotber, but he cannot grant the
leave of absefce yen require, as the regi-
ment leaves Strasburg to-maorrow."

"Ah! The regiment leaves Strasburg
and for wbat place, may I asL yen ? said
Pitois.

Ilrior Atustria," replied bis oficer, "We
are te sec Vienna, my brave Pitois ;-we
are to figbit the Austrians. Is flot that good
news for you ? You will be in your ela-
ment, rny fine fellow 1"

Pierre Pitois made ne reply: lie seemad
lest in deep thought. The captain caught
hiÏ band, and sbaking it heartily, said-

"Wlhy do yon.not speak, mec? Are yon
deaf to-day? i amn talling you tlîat in lesu
than a week yon are to have a set-te with
the Austrians, and yon have flot ona word
of thanks fer.the good news !-.Nay, I vecrily
believe yeîî have, flot aven heard me." '

IlIndeed, Captain, I bave heard every
w#ord, and-I thank you with ail my heart
for yeur news, which I consider very goed
news."

I thought yenu.would%" said bis efficer.
"IBat Captain, is there no chance of oh-

tainking bauve Qf absence PI'
AÂre yen mcd ?» was the raply. "Leavo

of absence ?--the very dây before takiog the

*"J, noee' tlought of :tWV', said Pierre,
"1Wo are thon on thse point of taking the
feld ;.and it, stih a turne, 1 supposey-leave is
nover given?'
. I t à l'nivo è~t ee!

"It iu qu*ne righLt-it is never even azskcd.
Lt would have tle appeairauce of cowairdice.
Well, then, 1 *Will flot press it aity ido4e Pi I
will try and gat on without it.."

IlAnd yen wvill de well," replied thse
Captain.

The fort day, the I2th ragiment autered
Germany; and the next-Pierre Pitois
deserted.

Three moatbs afcar, wthen the I 2th reg-
ment, baving reaped ini the field of battie an
abundant harvest of glory, Was making its
triumphal antry into Strasburg, Pierre' Pi-
tois was ignominously dragged back te bis
corps by a brigade of the gen.s d'armes. A
court-martial is immediately called. Pierre
Pitois is accused of baving deserted at the
very moment when bis reffiment was about
te meat the enemy face te face.. The court
prasented a singrular -spectacle. Oc the oea
side stood forth the accuser, who cried-

"lPierre Pitois, you one of the bravest
mon in the ardty, yuu, on whosa breast the
star of bonour yet glitters, you, who have
neyer inctirred either puaient or even
censure front yoùr offecesfyod could flot have
quitted yout' regiment-quitted it àlrnost on
the . ve of battle-ivitbout soute powarful
motive te impl yeu i This motive the court
demands of yen ; for it would glgdly bave
it inii ls power-if not, to acquit you, which it
ought flot perlbaps te do or te desire-at
least te recotnmend yen te tbe Emperor's
Mercy."

On the other side stood the itcitsed, wbo
answared, III have daserted witbout any
reason, without any motive; I do flot re-
pent : if it 'vare te do it again, I weuld de
it again-I deserve deatbý.....pass sentene."

And tbe-à caume soine witnasses, wlIo do-
posed,-', Pierre Pitois is g deserter, we
know it is a faet, but we do net believe it."
And others avarred, "lPierre Pitois is mad;
the court cannot condemn a madman. Hal
must be sentenced then, nlot te deatb, but tei
the lunatie aqylum.".

This lest alternative had very nearly been
adopted, fer thora wra flot eue person in the
court iwho did îlot ereuicer the desartion. of
Pierre Pitois -as eue ef thoBe singuùler c-
currenees beyond the râg of kumnsaû posai-
bilities, which, while ev'ery ote, ia foréed te
admit as -a fâct4 nor one can: accotant foi', or
cotaprehend. "'TkàèaelBed, Iiowevor, plead-
ed guilty meut p esitire1y, nd' was- mot


