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The Psychology of Failure

(By Rev. A. L. Fraser, B. D., Great Village, Nova Scotia)

Ezekiel xvi, 49,

of | The early part of this chapter is bighly poetic. The writer speaks
. ‘srael as a person, and traces her history. He takes us back to the
ime When she was a little unwashed, unclothed child, thrown out on
€ highway to die. That refers to those days when they were in Egypt
“OVerwrought, unpitied slaves.
Kl BUt Cod' took his uncared for child, washed it, fed it, tended it,
Ultlmately 1t was full grown, and very beautiful. This refers to the
ays of maturity when the “little one became a thousand.”
en the author very beautifully says: “the time of love came.”
. as now full grown, and began to make alliances, but alas! now
\gwréii Came, She allied herself with pagan people. She
best sl further; she took her bea_utlful. pewels which God
then?‘yved upon her, and made them into idols and worshipped
but h All this actually occurred.  God took Israel up from Egypt
she forgot Him,

the urther on in this same chapter, we hear of Israel’s relations—
unj Mother and sisters. Sodom is a sister. Here we are taught the
'ty and solidarity of the race. All American, Canadian, British,
sis:rman’ Chinese—come from one blood. ~And, as brothers and
€IS become separated through the exigencies of life, and are there-
wié’;lshange to each other, so the members of the human family, now
ang Y Scattered, forget, too often, that they have a common origin
should have common interests. _
get 4 ].e prophet speciﬁ.es Sodorp and dwell§ upon her failure. We
Place & impse of Sodom in Genesis. It was situated in a well-watered
Lot and the waving fields that environed it, attracted money-lpvmg
streéts odom was a wicked city. Lust and crime found a home in her
faileq” 50 that God's ﬁre.came down and destroyed the place. Sodom
or g e bl{t her failure was not unrelated. There was reason
"fu]n'e hat fallu,r’e has a psychology.. We read that Sodom enjoyed
of fams's of bread.” There the granaries were full and the white face
shou]dll’:e was unknown. Plenty made her home there, and the people
ave been happy and thankful.
“I4 en ¢ ,}}aVe E!le names czf the children of plenty—"Pride” and
f she ©ss,” and “Selfishness.” Pride is a very uqdesxrable child, fond
a Vainw ]and extravagance. We can readl.ly believe that Sodom was
ig, sOil:Jt ace—and correspondingly superficial. _Then Idleness—that
energy . 1anded fellow, with the slouching gait, with not enough
to get out of his own way—he was there. Sodom was, we
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