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J. M. COURTNEY De#'y Min. of Fin,

NOTES TO THE BANK STATEMENT.

Return of Canadian Bank of Commerce. Amount
under heading *Other assets not included under fore-
going heads,” contains bullion purchased at Dawson City
and also $162,000 deposit with the Receiver General re
Bank of British Columbia Note Circulation. No. 8
Assets consists of balances due by other banks only.

Return of Bank of British North America. Amount
under heading * Other assets not included under fore-
going heads," contains bullion purchased at Dawson City,
The figures for the Atlin and Dawson City Branches are
taken from the last returns received, viz.: Atlin, 16th Feb
and Dawson City z2nd Feb.

astern Townships Bank bonus of one per cent. equal
in all to a dividend of 8 per cent. per annum.

Molsons Bank bonus of one per cent, equal in all toa
dividend of g per cent. per annum.

The disturbance in Capital and Reserve is principally
owing to the absorption ot the Bank of British Columbia
by the Canadian Bank of Commerce. The name of the
former has been struck from the list.

WOMAN AS AN INSURANCE
AGENT.

.\Noman has essayed all the professions
with success proportionate to her ability.
She has demonstrated her aptitude for
business from the conduct of a farm to
manufacturing and merchandising,  She
occupies many minor business positions,
in some cases to the exclusion of man,
yet though fire insurance offers her an
excellent arena, the insurance woman is a
rarity, the writer knowing of but eight or
ten, and not over two of them in any one
State. Woman is an adept at securing a
personal following, the first requisite to
success in a business mostly composed of
personality. A good presence, engaging
manner, tact, persuasive address, interest-
ing and convincing conversation—all are
hers by birthright. And to these a busi-
ness interest, and what a solicitor she
would make, remarks the Spectator.
More especially as she is accustomed to
arriving when she starts—or capturing
what she covets, from man to money.
Her resourceful persistence if applied to
a line of insurance would end in the dis-
comfiture of any male competitor. She
is an acknowledged success as a clerk in
the local office, but appears to lack the
ambition possessed by the male clerk, who
generally uses the information and experi-
ence he accumulates at his employers’ ex-
pense, as ‘a foundation for a business of
his own. There is no instance on recor:d
of a woman being accused of stealing and
capitalizing her employers’ expirations.
This recalls another one of her traits,
namely honesty; and the injection of a
modicum into the local business, while it
might cause surprise, yvou]d not be .inA
jurious. Her intuition, if she would give
the companies the benefit o( it, would
also be valuable in the selection and re-
jection of business. ~Anything, even in-
tuition, would be an improvement over
the present system, which has not the
courage to reject even known unprofit-
able classes.

—Ship building in New England continues
on the boom. This relates, of course, to the
building of wooden vessels, as there are only
two or three yards in the New England district
that build steel vessels. During the past year
the Maine shipyards have sent forth one ship,
sixteen barges, forty schoonmers, thirty-nine
sloops and ten steamers, aggregating 106 vessels
with a net tonnage of 56,403, and the record for
all New England is 170 vessels, 67,501 tons,
while the returns from the maritime provinces
increase these figures to 191 vessels of 71,814
tons. The Maine shipyards have on the stocks
or under contract, including vessels launched
since the begining of 1901, two ships, thirty-five
schooners, eight barges, five steamers and
numerous other craft, and in all New England
there are now under construction 131 vessels
with an aggregate tonnage exceeding 100,000 ;
and in addition to this New England yards are
working on government contracts (steel vessels)
involving $15,000,000, with atrial displacement
of about 50,000 tons. ‘Big wooden fore-and-afters
have been features of the year, two six-masters
having been launched, and eleven five masters
have eitherbeen launched or are under construc-

tion.



