
jýH-E CANADIAN 'MTLITARY GAZEI1'rn

THE CANADIAN

MILITARY GAZETTE,
(Successor to the Canadian M ilitia Gazette.)

ESTABLISHO1885.

PUBLISHED AT MONTREAL,
ON THR

let and lBth of eaeh Month.

DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS 0F THE
MILITARY FORCES OF CANADA.

SUBSCRIPTION:
Canada and the United States, per annuim, - 2o
Great Britâin, Ireland and Postal Union

Cotintries,.....................os 6d. stg.
Single Copies,- ------------ cents

4W, ubscrlptlons are in every instance ayable
in advance, and the publishers request the faOVor ol
prompt remittance.

AGr Unpaid accouints are subject to sight draft.
Remittances shouild be made by post-ffice ordcr

or registered letter. No responsibility ks assured for
sulbscriptions paid to agents, and it ks best to remit
direct.

The date when the subscription expires is on the
address label of each paper, the change of which to a
subsequent date becomcs a receipt for remittince.
Noother receipt is sent uinless requested.

imnmediate notice should be given of any deiy or
failure in the receipt of the GAZ ETTE.

No attention is paid to anonymoits commnunicatonms,
but the sish-c of contributors as t0 the use of thetr
naines will bu scrmpfloisly regardcd.

AIl communications and ren,,tiaces shotild be ad-
dressed to the editor. P. 0. BOX 2179.. Momtrt.al.

MONTREAL, NovEMBtiER 15, i595.

1Votu àar& ÇorrvIr\t5

The rifle shooting season is nowv
well over and our crack shots can
look back upan their summer's
work with satisfactionî. Not only
bas one of their number liad the
great honor of briîîging to Canada
the blue ribbon of rifle shootixig,
the Queen's prize, but the shooting
ail round at the annual prize nieet-
ings has been exceptionally high.
So far so good ; but do îîot let us
close our eyes to the fact iat
thougli the crack shots of the Ca-
nadian militia can hold their own
against the crack shots of the world,
the shooting of the inilitia force as
a whole is far froni being good.
As a body our national defensive
force attains a very low average in
slîooting and( we muust not allow
ourselves to lose sight of this fact.
We have succeeded in educating
a few select shots, but we have dis-
ially failed to raise the general
standard of narksmnanslîip in the
miilitia. The target practice re-
turns last year nmade a very poor
slîowing. So far as those so far
publislied go, tiiere lias been no
imiprovenient this year.

If we are to kecp pace witli the
progress made ini otlier countries of
recent years and to ]lave a force
whiclî can coniply with the essen-
tial now insisted upoli, that the
niilitia shall be able to shoot as
professional soldicrs sliould ini înod-

eriî war, thenl the present course of
military instruction and thle supply
of ammiunition are grossly insuf-
ficient. It miust appear clear to all
who have givenl the mnatter the
least bit of attention that the gov-
erinent is making a great niistake
in delayiug ta adopt sonie practical
seheme for encouraging Morris-
tube shooting. There are twa
things which specîally commend
this form of rifle practice to favor-
able consideration-the slight ex-
pense incurred in practice and the
fact tlîat the shooting ean be dolle
iin the winter inonths whien the
average militiaman has the most
timie on lis bauds. \Ve do flot
pretend that Morris-tube shooting
eau supercede target practice on
the ranges, but it is a miagnificent
training for range practice, ieaviug
the reeruit whiel lie gets ta the
firing point 0on the ranges nothing
to falniliarize Iiiself with but the
recoil and the my~. teries of wiudage.

As it is now the average recruit
pumnps the paltry twenlty rounds lie
is allowed for target practice iiuto
thi nud before lie begiins to uîîder-
stand the sigbting and holding of
lis weapon. This bad start pro-
duces sucli a lack of confidence iin
himseif and in bis weapou thiat lie
retains up to the expiring of bis
teri iii the luilitia a deep-seated
belief thiat the niysteries of mark-
malislip are beyond his inastery.
l'le goveriiment shouid certaiinly
provide every drill hall witb ample
Morris-tube range accommodations
and supplv say fifty rounds of tube
anîmuniiiition aiiiuaiiy for ail recruits
and mîen wvho have failed to iiake a
fair average score.

Britislî Coltimbianis favor au idea
ta incluce tbe Australians to send
a rifle teanii to Canada. A coin-
inuniiication froni Victoria states
that rifleniien iii tliat part ai the
Dominion liave hecard witlh great
iiiterest of thc proposition to send a
Canadiali teain o a trip ta Ans-
tralia, but camnot believe that aniy
person wauIl seriouisiy thitnk of
iiiakiing the Bisiey teamn circunii-
niavigate thle globe wvheîî the sociable
iiitercourse betwvcen colonial marks-
mnen, whidhi seemns to be abject
s9ugllt, eaui be Sa inucili more con-
veniently and reasonably broughit

abu.SilIce 1803, wvhîeix a service
betwecen _New South WXales and
B~ritish Columîbia was estabhishedl,

the mast direct and most comfort-
ably travelled route froin Australia
ta Engiand lias been via Canada,
and if Australian aud Caniadîau
teains are ta go in comp any to Bis.
ley, the natural proceeding would
be for the Australians to pass
tbrough the Dominion and sail with
aur riflemen from Montreal. Stating
the distance roughly, an Australiani
team would have to travel, in going
ta England via Canada, 12,500
miles ; a Canadian team would
have to travel, ini going ta Bisley
via Australia, 22,500 miles-a trip
which no mnu would care ta take
unIess lie liad a good deal more
time and(I nîey at bis disposal
than have any of those wlio com-
mnonly represent the Doniniion on
Bisley range. If there is a clesire to
smnd a Canladiani team ta Australia,
why couple the Bisley team with
the proposition ? Why tiat have the
Australians go their own way ta
Bisiey - by the Suez canial, by
.San Francisco and New York, or
tlirough Canada-and have thiem
visit this country 0on the returti
trip, as the guests of the Caliadian
Rifle Associationîs? Tlîey would
then be able ta attend at the pro-
vinicial meetings of Quebec and
Onîtario, anid the Domnion gather-
inig at Ottawa, and ta uniake n'iendly
visits to ail parts of Canada before
taking their leave for Sydney, New
South Wales, wliere they xvould
arrive in tinie for the atnmal prize
meetings there iin October aiid No-
vemiber. That would be the seasoîî
for a Caniadiail tean-cliosen for
the purpose - ta visit Australia,
and sucli a trip wouhd certainly be
a delighitful one for those partici
pating ini it. Probably the corps
and assa':iationis represented would
subscribe generoushy ta help defray
the expense, but the treasury af
the Dominion Rifle Associationî
slîould nat be tapped for purely
pieie purposes. Here it may be
opl)ortunely stated that the standard
of shooting in Australia is ratIer
beiow timat prevailiing iii Canada,
wlîile tie colonial prize lists are
very lihural. The annual report
of the New~ South WVales Rifle As-
sociation> for 1893, shows that ini
t'îat year there were offéed by thiat
assuciatioui alolne (correspoîîing iita
aur Oîîtaria Proýviincial Association,
except that they have no0 larger
body siuiila~r to our D. R, A.) cash
prizes aîîîonuting to tupwards of
S,'o, ooo. The matches wvere opent


