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I have been much surpriscd to learn
that exception has been taken to the in-
troduction ot a department in the Cana-
praN Mttty Gazerrs devoted to the
interests of sports and pastimes, It is
encouraging, however, to find that this
opinion is not held by all interested in
our force, and the knd ietter received by
the Lditor from one of the best posted
and most competent judzes of tne con-
dition and regquirements of our force is
Most opportune.

It wouid, however, be a great satisfac-
tion to receive a more general expression
of opmion from the readers of the Gazerie
as to their opin:on of the utility or other-
wise of this addition to its repertoir | and
I would earnestly ask from evervone who
may read this column a free and candid
expression of his opinion as to the advisa
bility of continumg it in conue: tion with
the Gazerre.

My 1dea is, that as long as two-thirds of

the force is only called upon to dnll every
sccond or third year, and then only in-
structed for a space of time barely suth-
cient to ground them in the merest rudi-
ments of doll and duties, it is out of the

(rest:on to expect o be able 1o interest | I he ehall \
. P ! R a s ohy N Sysicet ..

them in marters of general military con. | 3 ddnherents of the chalfiehge sustem e
. ting maintained by the leacue,

cern or in the permanent tmprovement of
themscelves as soldiers, and it is very de-
sirable if not necessary that some bond of
nnion should be tound which may be the
means of drawing thenr together more
than their duties call for.

Last week my columne were l)rmm]nlh :
devoted o the consideration of amuse- !
ments which at this season of the yearare |

this year were forced upon my attention
by the unusially unkind  behaviour
Jack Frost, who was acting in a wost
reprehansivle manner througrout the Do-
minion. It is a matter worthy af record
that up to sst January, 1842, ncither in
Montreal, Quebee, O tawa, or the Mari

of
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does not require much ice on the wouden
floors of the Toronto rinks to make good
D | curling, and in a very short time every-
thing was in readiness for the interesting
event, which passed oif in the usual suc
cessful manner i which affairs handled
by that well managed  organization, the
Ontario Branch l\o\ al Caledonian Curling
Club, arc accustomed to proceed. Tt was
unforunate, however, that the representa-
ton from our Am rican cousins was not
stroager in numbers.

The season for hockey can hardly be
sad 1o have commenced, and yet one of
the most ineresting events for hockey
players which has occurred for forr years
past has already taken | Taee. The cham-
pionship of Canada, which it has appeared
1o be almost an Bmpossibility o tnl\c Lom
the Montreal .\nn.un Ahictic Clab. has
been won by the Ottawa Amacear Ath-
letie Club.

Such an accomplishment reflects no
litt e credit upon the Senators; and it does
not scem at ol improbable tisat after hav-
ing boen able to beat the strongest team
in Cana la on thair owniee, they moy be
able to hold te coveted utle when medt
g opponents at the Capital.

T understan | that the members of the
Club w re the strong-

instead of
.\d«)ptlnf a schedul:  They have very
soon rcaped the reward of their cffons,
and unless the result of this mateh s o
warrant us i assaming them 1o have
bren possessed of the wisdom of the ser
pent, they must certainhy be credited with
having had very great luck,

I have seen annoucements lately by

usually considered dead issues, but which - gun clubs in Tor nto of tw) Targe live

Cpigeon shoots, and records of the number

of birds kill.d vun up mto the haadreds,
I donot think T can fairiy be aceused
of beir g okl wonanish, and T have nover

Cyet felt any quatms of conserence ab o

ckilling bird or heast inoa far

time Provinees (some parts of which expoet = he
thing cise than downaright batehery, and

good winter weather by Christmas) could
curlers, skaters, snowshocrs or tobogganers
maulge inany of their eherished sports.

A very sudden change, however, set in
carly in the new year, and it had not al- |
vanced far before all our winter sporis

were in full swing, and we may now with el S up at bim

tolerable  ceriainty  count upon  three

months of good healthy enjoyment.

The advent of cold weather must have
been a ereat relief to many an ar xious
mind 1n Toronto, where prepasations were
being made for the international borspiel
with cutlers from the United States. It

|
|
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i I cannot coneeive how asnyone

sporting
do most thorouzhlv detest,
cannot b designated any.

manner. 1
however, whae

ey call
sport to shoot o pigeon from a trap.
There is as muach sport about it as there
i+ about Armour’s buteher shooting the
steers for the slaughter house, as he walks
along above the pns which they are
enclosed, and dolivers his sno oo their

I could understand how excuses misht
be made for the destraction of these poo-
helpless hide birds before the mtrodue-
ton of clay pizeons, bur th se have now
heen brought to such astate «f pertection
s the merest hypaerisy to try to
pretend they will not answer all the neces-

shaes of the case.

I the

T'he strongest gun club in the Dominion
satishies itelf with the clay, and does not
ind the work ol its members sufler.

Surcly then clubs of lighter calibire
mzht be contented with what s good
enough for the best.

CURLING
Istated a <hore time ago that T was in-
formed curling interests were at a very

low ¢hb in tln, Maritme Provinees, owimg
to the business depresst n. 1 have sinee
bees told that any apy arent depression is
contined to Nova S ‘ot S in New Druns-
wick the game flotishes as of vore.

[t 1s also said that the reaon for this
deercase i the votaries ol the e isn ot
so much business dop ession, as the fact
that the older merbers ol clubs do
ot encouraze younger blood o take an
interest i the amuscient,

Fam intorm-d that 1t 1s owing to this
mistaken e of action that the Halitax
Cerling Club property was advertised for
sade for overdue tax s. Young men were
not encouraged to joi , and the club el
into the hands of fos tls. tesubt--Gry rot.

The first cuthng mately of the season
took place at the Freden ton, NJB | Cwl-
ing Rk on New Yoar's Day morning
and aftervoon- - when the President
Vice-Presmdent match was plavad,
rinks a side, resulung,
President by 11 shots,

The sides were

Vs,
four
i a win for the

'L ESTHENTS, VICE-TPRESIDUN S,

PPoints, Points,

oL Aliten, Shiy T. G Lezgie,  skip 1o
A B Steeet, e l.) J. S0 Neill. 8
R, S0 Barker, A l Ao MuePlerson, 6
HoCoRuiter, 11 I H. Hawdhorn, ¢ 10
43 3

In Sto Jobn, the members of the St

Androew s Chadiing Club were unfortunate

i cnough not to havesce suitabic tor plavimg

on New Years Daye o Thair nivalsy the
Thisttes, howeser, wore m botter tuck, and
annuaal atch, President Vice-
Presuient; took place, 5 ninks a s dee

vy

Psulimg in a deaded win tor the Viee

President.
PRESIDENT, ¢ VICE- PReSIDESN T

N Poiuts, [RETTIEN

L Datt -1, By skip g S0 WL Milligan, \L Rk 2

Jnoc o vion s 1y AL Madeohn, 1;

Jis. Ke ey, 17 las. Maleohn, M

T Knes, 15 R Countney, *0 22

l WO, i\'.l)‘ nond, ** 7 DR Walar, A8

57 103

I am glad to see the Thistle Carling
Club, of Canllon, oicanzed agiin, and
trust they may bhave a most successtul
SCAsON,

They phiyed thew (st mateh of the



