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more satisfactory. To the officers in command he had much pleasure in complimient-
ing themn for the clear and precise lunes in wbich the words of commend were given.
Another year helieboped lu see the battalion tîmler more favourable a4spices, so far as'
accommodation and comfort 'vere conceriied. He would urge his recommendation tbat
every rity regimient should go to camp every thîrd year, that they iiight have a better
opportunity of perfecting theniselves in field movenienîs than was possible in the con-
flned space of a drill hall. lie closed by saying that they nînsî flot froin anytbing lie
bad said rmn away with the idea that tbey %vre perfect, but* that with a little more
attention to drill the 13111 would again be, as they had been in the past, une of the
crack regiments of the Dominion. Th'le annual muster parade then took place before
the district paymaster, afler wvhich the battalion was niarcheci lu the temporary quarbers
on James street south, where Col. Gibson made a short congratu latory address.to the
officers and nmen, complinîenting themi on the bigh praise that had been bestowed on
them by the Deputy Adjutant-General, and said that tbey deserved credit for the at-
tention and interest they had taken in their drill under the most adverse circumistances.
There was nul much pleasure in drilling througlb the slush of the public streets, and
without a proper armoury, but a brigbter day was dawning, and if the nmen would only
stick properly to their companies and bold their own Ibis winter, they would begin the
spring drill in sîîch a shape as to be made perfect in baif the lime Ihat would be
required if the baltalion îvas again allowed to fait back, andi when the next inspection
cane around tbey would give even greater satisfaction lu the inspecting officer than
they bad donc now. The battalion was then dismissed. So termînateti the niost
successful inspection that the reginient hav'e bad for fifteen years.

THE MOST EFFICIENT I1ATTERY.

Major VanWagner bas received the followîng tetter froni Ottawa:
INSPECTOR 0F ARTILLERY'S OFFICE, i

OTTAWA, Dcc. 13, 1887. f
Major VanWagner, Coni. H. F.B. :

DERftSR,-I ani ver>' pleased to be able Io inform you that your battery bas
gained the bigbest place in tbe efficiency lîst for this year by a majority of seven points
over the Quebec F. B. You and your officers worked liard, andi deserved the success
which I -.n -lad tb be able lu congratulate you upon.-Sincerely yours,

1). T. IRWIN.
To say that the Major is pleaseti %vould be drawing il mibti. Througb bis untiring

exertions bistaîtery obtaineti third place in the Gzowvskiize cuîîpeîitions this year,
andi for the past two years bas came witbin twelve points of winning the prize that bas
just been awarded is çonîmanti. The officers, non-coni. officers andi gunners, ail of
wbom worked diliiently 10 attain their present standing, also Instructor Kerley, for the
lroficient nianner in tvhich hie bas worked drilling the mien, andi the patience shown in
instructinq the recruits, are wurtby of praise. Certainly with sucb a record thie H. F. B.
deserves the bighest praise, an i he citizens of the Anibitious City sbouild flot withhoid
any assistance that the), coulti give in order to niainlain this corps in ils ptesent sînte of
efficiency. The present oficers of the hattcry are Major H. 1. VanWagncr, Capt. J.
S. Hiendrie, Lieuts. P. M. Bankier andi A. T. Duncan. Non. -Coni. Officers-Sergt.-
Insîructor Kerley, Sergîs. Fernside, Coombs, Trunibull, Onmand, H-omer, Sergt. -
Maýjor Wbolton andi Quarter-Master Sergt. Madgwick. The inspection was a very
rigi(l une andi the battery had seveliteen coinpeitors. They get Lord Lansdowvne's cup)
besides nmoney l)rizes.-I-iiiiiltof [Times.

Toroîto.

T IE third annual meetinig of the Ontario Arîillery Associatio:î wihllibe heiti, so I
arn tol(l, on Tuestia> the 7th February, 1888.

The Governor-General's Body Guard are follon ing in thie footsteps of the Queen's
Own andl Grenadiers in esablishing a sergeants' mess. I hope it will he a lasting
affair and nfot a case of "to-dIay we biossoni, to-ilorrow we die."

Mr. A. E. Gooderbani indends severing bis connection witb the Grenadiers. lie
bas hati charge of "E"' company during thc absence of CapI. (sreville-1-lirstonie ini
Englanti.

1E'~ Comîpany' R.G. helti their third annual dinner on the î3tb inst., at Hlughes'
restaurant. Mr. Gooderhani occupieti the chair. An eîîjoyahîlc evening was spent iii
suoke, song andi speech-in fact in the 3 "S's."

Capt. McMurricb and his retired officers of the Toronto Garrisun Battery I bear
are going to give the men a supper soniebjîne during the Xmas bolidays.

The same fauilts that 1 founti with the tournainent of the Queen's Own werc
noticeabjle ini that of the Grenadiers, which wvas bielti in the Metropolitan rink on the
î6th instant. The quarter-nuile race was %von by Sergt. Crcighton, Q.O. R. l'he
uotato race i)y Corpi. Watts, Q.0.R.. The îug-of-war hetwcen the Q.O.X. andt
(»renadiers teaîîî was won after.a guo< ll1 by thc latter. Taylor's Safe W'orks' teatiî
won thie tug open 10 any organiation.

Tbe iMail says: "The presentation of prizes*\von at the annual rifle match of ilie
Q.O.R. huglers îook place on Satuirda>' eveniîîg ai their rmoins, 50 Adelaide strect
east. Lieut.-Col. Miller presentedtheUi prizes, after which rcfreshnients, speeches andi
mnusic were the ortier of the evenutîg. A ver>' pleasing feature of the cf îertainmlent
was the presentation of a golti-beaiedtivakipg stick tu Lieut..CoI. Miller by the
hioglers, as a slight tuken of the esteeni ini whiciilhe Ivas hiciti b theni during his service
in the regiînent. QUEEN'S O F-WN DRS 1INNFR.

Hati you been present aItue inaugural (intier of the ex-nietubers of the Queen's
Own at Victoria Hall on, the 15tb instant, yout îvoulti have bati the hleasure of seeiîîg
"The Boar's Headi" carrieti in state h>' four leralds. The basiqîtettitîg bal was taste-
fuli>' decorateti, the chief niotto bcitîg "The Boys (À tie Ol Brigade, 1863, iS66,
1875, 1885,".-1863 being the year ini whicb the preseuit regitîlent wvas organ.izeti;
1866, the alfair at Limestone Ridige: 1 875. the Engine Drivers' Strikec andi riot at
Belleville, andi 1885, the Relief uofhattieford andl thc engagement wiîh lIotntiiitnakr,-
flot the bull, mind you. The chair wvas abiy ileti lu> Major Lixon. Othier ex-niientý-
bers present were Lt. -Cols. Gilitiior, Jarvis andi Miller,' Majors Chadiwick, Lee andi
Ellis, apîs. Douglas, Ni iler andb Fahe>' (the secrelary of the association), Nlcssr.s. \Ic-Cormack, Piper andi Adamns. Aniongst those presetît now serving ini the regiuet
were Col. Allan, Capt. Mut ton, Lieuts. Knifton andb Nelson. The opening toasts wcrc
"The Queen" andI "The Arnîy, Navy und Nlilitia," the latter respondedt 1 in a
humorous speech b>' Capt. Mutton.

..The toast of the evening îvas, of course, "Our 01(l Reginient," and blroîtglit Col.
Atlan, the present c.o., to bis feet. Coi. Gil;mor who respondeti to the toast "Our
l-onorary'President," was received w~itb vntbusiastic applause. "ITI-e Colonel" lounch-
ed upon Commercial Union, îvhicb ini lus estimuation mieant annexation andl shoulti be
opposed. Colour-Sergt. McCormack anI Capt. Adatis madie suitabie replies to tbe
toast *'The Original members of the Regimient."

Take it ail througb the (inner îvas a great success, andi the ex-tienllers are tu be
coiiiplinîented uîputi it.

ENLISTNIENT. AND TkAJNING OP CITY CORPS.
The sergeants of the* Queen's Own having arranged for aseries of lectures on mili-

tary subjects to lie delivered, during the, present winter, the first of the series was (le-
livered on the i13tli instant by Lieut. -Colonel H. Smith, Commandant of "D" School
of lnfantry. The subject lhe selectcd wâs, "'Hints as to the best mode of enlisting ancd
training a city corps under cxisting conditions." The lecturer, wbo was liitened 10
throughouî itb great inteaest, atter suggesting that a paid staff should he at.ached to
each city corps; that the period for trainiing should he extended ; that there should he
an increase in pay, and that if we <id not have enthusiastic men to corne forward and
serve, the country would l)e coinpeiied 10 support a force nt greaier expense ; launched
into bis lecturè proper. lie spoke of the present kystem ôfrecruiingmenftr compapties,
flot for te regimezt. lie said that as the commanding offtcer of the corps was the person
directly responsible to the country, the enlisting and approving of recruits should not
be left in the hands of cornpany oflicers, but ihat the mien shouki be approved of and
enlisted l)y the c. o., aftei a careftil exarnination by the surgeon. That under the pres.
ent company systcmi the c. o. lins no choice as t0 the rank and file. Another point
Col. Smith laid einphasis upon tvas the insufficient training of recruits; this malter is also
in the hands of the conipany officers, who are cornpelled fromn force of necessiîy lu put
men in tbe ranks wtihout any, or at best, a smail know1edge of drill, in order to keep
their ranks up t0 the proper strengtb.* The.necessity of a thorough instruction in the
principal sections of squad drill, arm drill, extended order and theoretical nmusketry p)rac.
tice wasalso pointedout. The recruits should at least, according to the lecturer, eacfirc
20 rouinds of hail amniunition hefore being posted to a conîpany. They should he trained
b>' the very best instructors obtaînable, but as Col. Smith said, a gond instructor is a«very rare article ; the ofilcers, in bis opinion, .should be the best drilied men in the
regiment, the c. o. especially su. H'e next referred tu the lime wvasted on battalion
drill in teaching offirers and niarkers their proper duities ; he strongly advocated see
ton drill in order 10 avoid this. Col. Smnith pointcd out the objectionable cleiment of
any civil organization crecping intoa corps, such as elecîing nl. c. o., etc.

ENfG1NFER STRE Nwrii AN!) EQUIJ'MPIN'.
Which branch of the service 'shail I take up first-one being a% deficient as the

other in stores, equipniient, etc. 1 shah îtackle the engineers this week, as being the
inost scientilic, as the hranch wve hear least of, as the hranch wvhich the regulations
bardly notice, and as the branch which cannot lie madle in a day, nlor aftcr the so-
called 12 day-s' (drill.

Berore quoting fromi reports iut ni say a few words for the engineers. According
t0 the MIfilitia Act,the nunîber of men that can lhe trained is iimited 10 45,000.
About two lier cent. ef this nuniber should be engineers. Instead of having say i.ooo
engineers we boast of 179. Just about the strength of one I. I. conpany. We know%
from experience the great (ifIICUlties that even the niost favoured of our miilitia have tu
contend witlî, 1but with the sappers it is perhaps (lua(ruI>le(. At the best, the
engineersconsist of îhrec isoiate<l independent conpanies-promiotion extrenieiy slow-a
scientific hrancb with lnt- encouragement, excepting that generously offered by Col.
(Gzowski-tlie inost intelligen.t sapper receiving the saine pay as the useless guntier,
trooper or private-the officers virtually lîmiitcd in promotion to the rank or captain-
and su the îhing gocs on.

W'e know that in the cavalry, artillery and infantry, officers and imen arc constant-
]y putting their liands mb th leir p)ockCts to pay for îî'haî the country oughî to be dbing;
but with the engineers, stores are very nunierous and expensive, and for îhree omeiers to
tiertake toe eqwp c vcni a comnpanY Of 42 men is altogether out of the question, unless

they arc liberally dîsposed i nilionaircs. Once we had in T'oronto an engineer corps
which, to the shamec of the country ktt must lie said, actually miade their pontoons, etc.,
whicli witlî labour cosît(hein about $2,000.

Supply engincers with eeiipùks aitil shovdls and they will give a1 good accouint of
thcrnselves, but wvould yon bc surpriscd(1 ( neyer an at things concerning the iitia)
to hecar that ail that oneC coinpany coid nmuster in stores wcre, r a.xe, i /,aiidsat,
3 bi/lhooks ana' 6gabion k,,ives. Not even a pick nor a shovel. l'lie alove extensive
e(quipnrient was nut t new ither; diey wcre wvorn stores received froin the New Biruns.
wick engineers. Afîer the inspector had reported on thb: corps >'o wld have
îhougliî that things %vould have improved; luit nu- we blave a hetter way of doing
things in Canada. We art 'oll that -the greitest (ifficulty %%as agairn expcrience(l in
carrying on wvork for wvant of the co/tîmonest faos" A riz<uisition for stores to Ille
amiount of $t i o had bectu put in but îvas not sanctionteýd-it nia)' have heun by nowv.

Beforc, going furiluer 1I might sa), that the engineers, ini addition to comipany drill
and everything cise incidentai to an infantry corps, have a large amnuotnt of work to
icarn peculiar 1tbcmenseives, fàscîne and gabion miaking, tracing of field works, liasty
enîrenichînients, obstacles~, hridging in il shapes and forais, etc., etc. And al ibis is
sup>joscd 10olie accomplishied ini 12 days. A 12 days coni)ose(l of i Sunday. i day
ctominlg ta camp, t day returning, and i (liys ins-pecîion, leaving 8 days for drill,
of sa> 5 hîours each- --a lofa ofn/M'11,hou; s. 1 have onîiîtcd t1ie laid out for so-ealled
ntsketry lractiee. l'or/y h/u'urs ! 1 imlaginle mYseif el)oyinlg -a awYer Of 40 l'ours'
sta.1nding!

'l'le etigincers, noin iîhstanding recommnendations to>Ilhe contrary, arec''Il elicient
ini even pick., i(lshves and "'the deliciency of the iost necessary tools is siinply
(li)loral)ie. Lxt-îis

British Columbia.

T 1lE rcnmarks of. Sir Adolphe Caron roîîcerning bihe unilitia, îoade hy hini in bis
speech rit te banc1uiei tendiered by the citizens of Victoria on the it insi., w~ili

<oubless be of initcres t t te readers of the M I LIl'IA (;Az/E'rE, 50 I sen([ you a
summunary :"Inii iSi ,*hle sail, '- when 1 took charge of the dcpartmcnî of imilitia our
permanent :;rgaln1iition usas composed of latteries "A" andIl''B," Or about 350 mnen.
1 înlust tell you that ''A'' and IlB'. and Il C "' (the iast of which is instailed in your
mnidst) arc reaily the training schools of Canada. Our forces arc dIcfensiveand( not ag.
gressive ; wC (lontt'ant an ariii canada, buit wish bu becîbusy building up our
future and to avoid tho'~e Wars whiciî have li'eeu so 'lisastrous to other cotuiitries. It
lias ben ny privilege and gooîl fortune since 1 have tak-en charge of this deparin<enî
to bc hclped by orc fý the best oficers tdf whosi Canaida deau hoast. A<jt. -Gen. P'owell,
wbu accoruinies nie, is, 1i nuist rcemark, a nuost indispensable adjunct bu nîyseif as
Mminiter of Militiia -leing ht reî n îitr adviser. Ami it is bythieexp)erience-

Of such as miyAdta.(eea (applause) that 1 have heen aie t> bring tbe force up
to its present standlardl, ani instcad of having 35o ien fornîing a permanent force, we
have to-iay, whencr the infantry school at London wîll have heen organized, a force of
1,0o0 merl, %vlo, iii case of eniergency, cari lic wi(ieiy distributed and te1trided uipon
as pivot 1men who cai(ril1,000 or 12,000 uthers. <'C" Battery, wvhich is now îviîl
you, wil hecone flot ont)- the inistructors of your excellent volunteer force, but 1nay
express the sincere hope that thcy will hecomne the tiien who will aid in forming neîv
lies of fricndship hbetween liritish Columbia and the older provinces andl add lu the
gf)odI-fclowsllup whicb I 1arn îîleased ta sec e'.ists I)ctneen Ibis province and the Dounîn-


