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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The Trish papers contain the most flattering ac-
counts of the progress and prospects of the Irish Ca-
1bolic University. The amount of receipts, since the
last meeling of the Committee, exceeds £1,000.—
Dublin has been unanimously selected as the site of
the new University, of which, it is confidently asserted,
that Dr. Newman is to be President. Al a meeting
of the Committee, on Wednesday, the 12th Nov.,
His Grace the Primate in the chair, letters of the
most promising character were read from the Rev.
Collectors in this country. "The amount collected in
Newfonndland, in a few days, by the Rev. Mr. Iearpe,
was £400. The Tublet mentions, that the stalutes
of the Synod of Thurles are in the course of publica-
tion among the Clergy for oflicial purposes, and that
that part of them, which nost immediately concerns
the public at large, will soon be made generally ac-
cessible. AL the opening of the third session of the
Godless or Queen’s College at Cork, there was, ac-
cording to the 4%mes, a good attendance of Pro-
testant ministers of the Government church, 2w
not a stngle dignitary, Priest or Curate” of the
Cautholic Churceh.

There has been a well attended meeting of the
Ceneral Committee of the Cathelic Defence Asso-
ciation, the Avchbishop of Awrmagh in the chair;
amougst the Prelates were the Archbishops of Tuam
and Cashel, and the Bishops of Meath, Killaloe and
Llphin. We read in the Freeman, that “ the basis
of decisive and carly operations has been Jaid Ly the
Comunittee,” and.that « the organization of the old
and victorious Catholic Association will soon stond
revived in its whole force and extent.”

A meeting of allthe Catholic Bishops of Iingland
was. to. fake place at the residence of IHis Tininence
the Cardinal Arclibishop of Westminster, on which
occasion, for the first time for many centuries, thir-
teen Bnglish Bishops will be assembled logether.—
This bodes sowe more audacious violations of the
Penal Laws.

The Freeman publishes a letter from the unfor-
tunate O’Donoloe, giving an-acenunt of the atrocities
exercised upon him, and his brothers in exil2, by order
of the British Government; that very Government
which pretends to be so horrified at the manner in
which the convicts of Naples are (reated, and which
deifies Kossuth, for doing in Hungary, what Smith
OBrien and his companions. attempted to do in Ire-
land :— -

Oatlands, Van Dieman®s Land, Wedaesday,
Mauy 7, 1851.

1 have so. much to say, I searcely know where I
shall begin, but the most nataral way is to commence
where I left off in my Jast letter.  I'think I wrote poor
James 2 letler in the first week in January, while I
was lying sick in bed in custody of the police, stating
the facl of my arrest, and that I was senienced to tlyes
months’ imprisoument and hard labor in the chain
gangs of Port Arthur, * ¢ . .

L remained in this state fonrteen days; but having
heurd that 0*Dogherty and M¢Manus had been sent to
their peual slations in Tasman’s Peuinsula, T resolved
that, sick or well, 1 should: be removed, lest it should
be said I acted asa eoward, cr was shrinking from
danger. Full of those feelings, [ sent word 10 the
comptrollerthal | was rewdy for removal.  Whereupon,
on the Sthoof January, 1851, I wastaken at {ive o’clock
in the morning in custody to the prisoners® barracks of
Hobart Town, stripped of my clothes, and dressed in
the couvict gtey uniform—thoy even took ofl my shirt,
and put on me a filthy checquer one—and conveyad
me to o government steamer, and placed me on board
with thirty robbing, thieving, muidering conviets.—
‘The steam got up, and we were soon afloat. The
distance we had to sail was about 80.miles, T munst
tell you Tasman’s Peninsula is sitvate at the south-
western extremity of Van Dieman’s Land, divided
from the main land by an isthmas called ¢ Eagle hawk
neek,” which is guarded by wild dogs chained at such
distances as to meet atthe centre of the Isthmus.—
The most extreme point of the peninsula i5 Cape

Pillar, which is the most southerly headland bounding:

the Pacific, and near the month of the Derwent. On
this peninsula, situated. so sceurely, is the Iamous
penal statien of Port Arthur. There are three other
out stations on the peninsula, but not so severe. The
# Cascades,”” where M<Manus was sent, is one of those
stations, ¢ Jmpression Bay,” whete 0°Dogherty was
senat, is another of them. ¢ Saltwater River® is
another station.  To this I was at first sentenced, bui.
vu-second thoughts, the government finding me so ill,
and with that eharacteristic humanity whicl the Bri-
\ish government ever show to their victims, finding me
so very iil, sent me to Port Arthur, the severest penal
settlement vuder the British crown! Little did they
kuow how honored I felt at this heartless and inhuman
sentence. This was the spot wlere they sought to
take the life, by slow fortuves, of tha noble-hearted
O’Brien, and thither [ was doomet! to g0, these to sufier,
and tn live or die.  Myself, and the group of rascally
vagabond conviets that surronnded me, arrived on the
evening of the day we embarked at 2 point of the
peninsula called Norfolk Bay, and from thence we had
1o walk, guarded by police, across a neck of land, nine
miles in breadth, 10 Port Arthur station. ‘

On disembarking at Norfolk Bay, the thirty were
chained together and handenffed. The head-constable
was a man named Kelly, from Dublin, and would got

chainme. - . A fellow named Major Smyley, ofthe 99th,
inspected us. there.. - He_is brother to the- Queen’s
Counsel of that name in.Dublin—one of Blackburne’s
pets, ‘and. his - futher was ¢ devil” to blood-stained
Saurin when Attorney-General for [reland. Having
marched the nine miles, and artived. at Port Arthur,
without food or drink all day, [ was placed in 2 black
hole, and kept there three hours, when a doctor came
and ordered me to hospital, he having found 1he three
broken ribs sti}l bad and. unknit. At the end of ten
days I was gpite well, and ordered into 2 gang chain
to work. - They first took me to a conviet store-room,
stripped me of the grey clothing, and dressed me in
black and yellow striped clothes, which is the most
degrading of all dresses, and is termed the magpie
dress. 1 gota leathern cap to wear on my head, which
they call a commissary, and strong clumsy shoes,
without stockings for my feet. Thus equipped, 1 was
numbeted with the figures 147, and placed in a hard
laber chain gang, with a brute named lHualme placed
over me as overseer. I think he is a relative (o the
wreteh who arrested Smith O’Brien a1 Tharles.

Now, I must tell you, as concisely 2s I can, my
hours of labor, its nature, my hours of rest, the accom-
modation for repose, and the genetal discipline ; but
in doing this, 1t will be merely an ontline, asam
about to write a ¢ narrative of my residencve in this
colony.”?

The entire number of conwicls at this station of Port
Arthur was 300, These were divided into gangs of
about 60 cach, with two.overseers over each gung, 1
was placed inthe gang called the ¢ agricultural gang,”
al task work. The 300 men slept in 2 long, narrow,
low roofed shed, called a dovmitory, thetr beds, or
berthe, or pluces of sleeping, are called ¢ bunks,”—
There are two.tiers of thewm, one over another—the
buuks being separated by mere laths—each bunk is
merely the length and breadth of 2 man—yon must
craw] inon hands and feet, roll yoursclf in a filthy
rog and blanket, alive with vermin, and there sleep if
you can. A clean pig-sty in any part of Ireland is
jreferable 1o a Port Arthur bunk ! Having erept into
this loathsome hovel, nothing bat oaths, imprecations,
and obscenity met the ear from the wretched compa-
nions all around, and beiween these sounds, the dark-
ness of the den, and. the torture of all sorls of vermin,
it was truly an earthly hell. It was summer when [
was there ; 9 o’clock was the hour for. vetiving to this
place of rest, and 4 o’clock in the morning. the hour for
rising. A bell rung at 4, and you were allowed 5
minntes 1o dress, fold your rug, and sweep out your
% bunk.” The 300 men wers maiched, rank and file,
two deep, to 2 cistern to wash; and here raen with
inveterate opthalmia on the eves, uleerated legs and
arms, aud all mauner of diseases, performed indiseri-
winately their morning ablutions. ‘Fhis process lasted
half an hour; the gangs again mustered rank and file
under their overseers® orders, and were marched to
tlieir respective places of worship ; prayers lasted half
an hour, and at five o’clock the gangs again were
mustered, and marched, rank and file, two deep,
through the outer gate of the prison, where the super-
intendent and muster master stood and called out each
man’s. nume, to which an answer should be given,
accompanied by a salule. The gangs were then
marched to their work, and each man was at his daily
labor at lalf-past five o’clock in the morning. We
worked. till eight, and were marched in to -breakfast,
when we got some coarse brown bread, and a pint of
skilly. Skilly is made of cowrse flour and water,
without salt.  Afier breakfast we mustered again; and
were marched back to onr work, where we continned
till 12 o’clocls, then we were marched to dinner, when
we got some coarse broth and bread, with a very few
ounces of very bad meat—mustered again, and march-
ed to work 11l six o’clock—brought to prison again,
rank and file—pgeneral muster—names called over—
stood in coluians with legs bare and uneovered (this
was the most insulting aud degradingscene in the vile
discipline—il was quite unmanly), got some brown
bread and skilly—to prayers at half-past six, prayed
Lill seven—then to school—remained at seliool 1ill
eight, listeniag to atrocious recitals of crimes of every
enonnity—after school to the ¢ punxe,»

This is a short account of one day’s life at Port
Arthur—multiply it by 97, and you will form.a sort of
estimate of what | Lad to endure. Daring the early
part of my time I was kept sowing ccrn, digging
ground, and scwing vegetables. It was broiling hot
weather, and to be kept 17'hours, out of cvery 4,
standing under a blazing son- was hard enongh, 1
remember one day being muarched eight miles into the
bush with a scythe to cut.down- grass, tie it up; load a
bulluck diay with.it, and then walk eight miles back,
aud never taste food or drink all the while. I presume
the Whig press, including the London Ezuminer, will
call this “mereiful treatment®® of an Irish rebel.—
Durng the latter days of my sentence I was put to
besom making, This was considered a sinecuve !

While undergoing my besom making probation I
had to go into the bush at half-past (ive o’clock in the
worning, witha sickle in my hand, oot down a load
of  culting grass,® e it up, carry it three miles on
my back to a hat, then cut down New Zealand.{lax,
split it up, make twisted gads of it, then.sit down and:
make twenty four besoms, tie-them up, and: camy.
them in on my back, and deliver them to the store-
keeper 3 and i it were one short of that number I should
go into a black hole for solitary confinement. This
was the most dangerous work that could be invented:
for me,. because every time that I put my hand among
the tufls or tussocks of entting grass T was in danger
of being bitlen by a suake, and.yet this. was a sinecure
How merciful those Whigs are!  Are there any hearts
or-souls remaining in the priests and the people of
Ireland ?  If there be, surely, surely,. those “dogs of
office,”” Russell, Grey, and: Clarendon, must be driven
friom their bones. I should rather hear that the land of.
my birth- perished and-disappeared from the earth.than

that her people should: submit to the misrule of those

‘miscreants—ihose ¢-base, bloody, and.brutal Whigs,*?

whom the man who.thos stigmatised.them, afterwards,
in tiie plenitude of his power, leftas a legacy. to.Ire-
land I Alas for human weakness.

Wall, at the expiration of my sentence, a second.
senience waspassed upon me—that was, 1o.be removed
to the Oatlands district, in the bush, where I could
hava no possible occupation or employment. [ re-
moustrated againsy this [resh injustice; but in vain.,
I was aceordingly scat to this place on the 15th: April
last; and low am ! 1o live here, or how long, God

lenows.
- . P. O'Doxonos.
it is hard to sny whether the brutality of the
governmient towards its vielims, or its hypoeritical
sKmpathy for Pocrio, an{ the Italian cut-throats, is
the more disgusting.

.~ At New York, at Portland, and at - Philadelpliia,
large meetings lave been held for the purpose of
petitioning the President of the United-States to use
his influence with the British goverament, in behalf

“of those distinguishied Irishmen who are now expiating,

in exile, the offence of having attempted to-procure
Irish Emancipation. -

The Spectator thus sums wp the intelligence from
the Cape of Good Iope:— - .

The last mail from the Cape of Good Hope brings
plenty of newspaper writing, but the news amounts to
a simple reiteration of the statement that bad is going
on to worse. ‘The troops in Caflraria are becoming
sensible of a growing ability in the Caffres to annoy
them ; and Sir Harry Smith’s congratulatery orders of
the day are less calculated to encourage them, than to
throw dust in the eyes of the public at home: In the
Eastern districts of tlie colony every road. is rendered
insecure by prowling Caflres and Hottentots.. In the
Sovereignty, considerzble alarm has been exciled
among the scttlers by the arrival of several hundreds
of Zoolu allies. There is everywhere anarchy and
turbulence, and no appearance of cither head or hand.
to restore order.

PROTESTANT CHURCH AT ROME.

We copy from a DProtestant cotemporary, the
€hurch, of Toronto, the following article, headed

€ ROMISH TOLERATION.

“We learn from our English exchanges that (he
Pope anticipating a demand for liberty to erect a Pro-
testant Church in ‘the eternal City,” has abolished
a.precedent on which much weight was laid.

¢ The English Churchman says ;—¢ Permission vas
given inan-impulse of gratitude by Pio Nono, to the
American Chargé d*Affaires, Mr. Cass, in return for

“his preventing the Propaganda College from being

turned into barracks for Garibaldi’s legionaries duriug
the siege of Rome, for an American congregation to
meet within the walls. That permission 1s now with-
drawn, amd they may find the best extramural accom-
modation they caun.’

¢ Should the British or United Slates governments,
acting upou the yprinziple of reprisal, adopt a corres-
ponding line of action towards the Romanisls inhabit-
ing their territories, would the True Wilness be pre-
pared to impugn the justice, orliberality of their pro-
ceedings? "Most probably our Montreal contemporary
would prefer to blink the question, at ihe present
juncture, but we would Yecommend it to Lis speciul
consideration. He had betier be preparing his reply,
as it is not at all likely that Rome’s cherished policy
of giving nothing and grasping at everything, will be
much longer tolerated by anti-papal Christian powers,*?

So very much has been written on this subject,
that in despair of saging any thing new, we have
bitkerto Leld our peace; but as our cotemporary
thus challenges us, and as it is not our custom to blink
a question proposed o us, we shall endeavor to mect
our adversary boldly and honestly. Tnsubstance, the
question he proposes fo us is—=Would it be just
for the British and Umted States governments, to
put any restrietions upon the full and Tree ‘exercise of
the Catholic religion within their dominions, because
the Pope puts restrictions upon the introduction of
Protestantism into Rome 7 By stating the question
in this form, we retain the substance of the subject
matter in dispute, divested of the other complicated
questions, as {o why—and how far—the Pope has
prohibited the erection of Profestant cliorches within
the walls of the city. The conduct of the Pope
towards Drotestant strangers at Rome, camnot alter
the duties of the Dritish government towards British
subjects at home.  Justice is always justice, and can-
not be affected by the behavior of a third party.

We answer, therefore, without besitation, that it is, |

and must ahvays be, grossly unjust, on the part of
any Protestant government, to put any restrictions
whatsoever, on the full and free exercise of the
Catholie, or of any other religion,

No bady of men—Government—Clurch—eall it
what you will—of which infallibility, in matters of
religious doctrine, camot be predicated, lias any
right 1o encourage or discourage—foster or perse-
cute—introduce or prohibit—or in any way interfere
with any form of religion, because, as withont infal-
libility, it. can have no certainty of truth, and is un-
able to distinguish unerringly between the true and
the false, it might, through-ignorance, be encouraging,
fostering, or introducing error-—or discouraging,apei
secuting, and prohibiting truth. Absolute toleration
of all religions is, therelore, the duty of all socictics,
of whicli infallibility cannot be predicated. '

But infallibility cannot bic predicated cither of the
British government,.or of the government church.

Therefore, neither the British government, nor the
government church, las any right to encouwrage or
discourage—foster or persecute—introduce or pro-
Libit, or in amy woy interfere with, any form of
veligion- whatsoever.  Absolute toleration of all reli-
gions is its duty, because the inevitable conscquence
of its position, that is, ofits inability to dislinguish,
unerringly, betwixt truth and fulsehoed. Nu act of
any foreign.powver, can release the British government
from the obligation of fulfilling its duty towards all
its subjects. ‘

Again, as absolute toleration of all religions is the
duty of alf societies,of which infallibility cannot be pre-
dicated.—so, absolute intolerance towards alkreligions,
except ils own, is the duty of every society of which
infallibility can be-predicated. This truth is univer-
sally admitted, and universally acted upen—by Pro-
testant as well- as by Catliolic governments, becavse
there are questions uwpon which even Protestant
governments can- arrive at an infallible decision.
Thus, there are-many crimes—not dircetly. injurious
lo society—but which.affect only thie individuals who
are guilty of them—blasphemy—sins of impurity,

-whiclt it is needless to specify—vhichiall governments

claim the right of not tolerating, because they. can
pronounce with infallible certainty, that such crimes
are—if not directly injurious to any, save those who
commit them-—yet, offensive in, the highest degree to
Gad—and it is the duty of all goverameuts not to

1 upon, whether the Pope can,

tolerate any thing hich they infallibly m
contrary, and highly offensive to His wil, oo
“But false doctrine is as offensive to God—g

trary to Iis will, as blasphemy and sing of ; e
—as adiltery or murder. ity

If, therefore, any government could ke inp
certain of the fa}sitygof any doctrines, léfv{nfiﬁmbl]
supposes the power of knowing infa!libly what 5"’7
trines are true,) it would not only have the rieht ob&
it would' be its bounden duty, not to.tolemate’ o
false doctrines, and to look upon them wig, the :uch
abhorrence, as it Jooks upon the crimes of bilag h:m
impurity, adultery and'murder.  We g, notpsam”
treat the holdeérs of false docirine,in the same{vb
as it treats the blasphemer, the unclean, or the mn
derer, because the errors of the former MAY prog ue’&
from asdefect in the intellect; the crimes of the ;ut.
ter must proceed from defect ia the wil: but the
crime itself is, in no case, to be tolerated, }.Absol te
intolerance of all false doctrine, is just as much ;‘he
duty of all governments of which infallibility can pe
predicated, as absolute tolerance of a)) doctrineg iy
the duly ol all governments of which infallibitit
cannot be predicated. y

Whilst, therclore, the duty of toleration upon the
part of the Protestant government is clear,
lice or injustiee of the conduct of the Pon
countenancing Protestantism at Rome,

the jus-
¢, in dis
depends
: . - or camnct know, with
infallible certainty, what doctrines are true, and whyt

are false. If, asa Bishop of the Catholic Chureh, and
as Clwist’s Vicar on earth, he can so distinyuis) ,then
it is his duty, as a civil ruler—as the lemﬁorul ,50‘.0-
reign of Rome—to use every means in his power to
exclude all false doetrines from his dominions. Wiy

even Anglican Bishops—the mere creatires g9
{ools of the civil power—the eflicacy of wlise eg-
secration is solely derived froman Act of Pardinnent.
and to whom the decisions of the Judicial Committeg
of the Privy Council, supply the place of the teach-
ing of the Holy Ghost—wly, even un Analienn
Bishop would, if he could, exclude from his diocesn,
all doctrines, conlrary. to those which he preaches at
so much per annum.  DOr. Thilpetts would not hage

aliowed the entrance of the Gorhamite heresy inte
his diocese, could he hare excluded it, for his conse-
cration oath binds him to “be ready to banish and
drive away ail.erroreous and strange doetring”—and
to correct and punish the disturbers of the peace,
according to the autherity committed to Lim by (ke
law of the land. Shall, then, 2 Catholic Bishop be
wore reniss than an Anglican superintendent? Shall

the Tope—the successor of St Peter—be loss
zealous than Dr. Philpotts, the Queen’s Bishap of
Lxeter? Shall the Bishop of Rome, haviny the
posver Lo exclude false doctrine from Lis diocese, be
asked, not only—not fo exclude it, but to allow its
introduction? ~ Why this would, indeed, be asking

hin to stultify bimsclf—to acknowledge himselfan
impostor—as contemptible, because as™ inconsisten,
as poor Dr. Sumner, with bis shuflling, and quibbling
about Iipiscopal ordination, and non-Episcopal ordv
nation.  Besides, when the Tope is requested 1o
avant permission for the erection of a Protestant
chureh, in which Protestant doctrines are to be
preached—he has the right to know shat kind of
dectrine, Protestant doctrines are—what forn of
damnable heresy~—what kind of mortal sin it is, that
Lie is requested to tolerate —Whether ‘Drinitarian, or
anti-Trinitarian doctrines—whether ATorinonism, or
Aunglicanism, or Hicksism, or Jumperism, or Univer-
salism, is the Protestant Joctrine, for whose dissemi-
nation he is to allow the ercction of a temple.
Before accusing the Pope of injustice or illiberality,
{though the latter isa compliment,) our opponent:
should define what o Protestant church is, and what
kind of error it is to which, par exccllence, thename
Protestant doctrine belongs; as yet, all that the
Pope knows is, that a few foreigners demand permis--
sion to propagate their heresies throughout his domi-
nions—to preach denial of bhis autbority, aod
encourage his people to rebellion.  And this onr
Drotestant friends may be assured the Pope will not
grant; his duty is to keep the wolves out of the (old,
not to let them inj it was bad enough that the al-
versary should sow tares in the field, whilst the hus-
bandman slept; but what should we have thonght of
the latter, if, wide awake, and in full possession ol
his scuses, and with power to prevent it, le had
allowed, nay invited, the adversary—the Satan—lo
do his best to ruin the prospects of the future hoe-
vest.

But we can adduce anotlier reason why the Tope
cannot permit the establishment of a DProtestast
church within his diocese, the force of which aur
colemnorary, as an-Anglican Episcopalian, must al-
mit. By the word: Church, of course, he does not
mean merely a material ediffice—a collection af
wood, stenes, brick and mortar—Dbut a christian con-
munity, and, of course, a communily governed by 2
Bishop, with the right of spiritual jurisdiction; for.
if he be indeed a member of the Church of Englaot,
he must look upon all other communilies as heretics!,
and schismatic, and: cannot, therefore, be supposed ©
be pleading for the establishinent of heretical a
schismatic communities. The permission:to establi
‘a Protestant church-at Rome, must; therefore, with
a consistent Anglican, iply the granting of permis-
sion- to- a Bishop to exercise indcpendent s_pxrn\lnl
jurisdiction in Rome. - Our cotemporary will ai
admit that there-cannot be Lo Bishops in one diocest;
that o Bishop cannot exercise any lawful spirifush
juvisdiction in. the diocese of another; he must al¥
admit that-the Pope is Bishop of Rome, with excl-
sive right-of spiritual jurisdiction within-his dioeest,.
and: that therefore no-other Bishop can exercise a1
independent spiritual - jurisdiction: therein ; _b"}' 8
without a Bishop, with the right of spiritual jarisdie--
‘tion, there can be no church, it follows t_imt the:
Pope cannot grant permission, for-the establishmeat

of a. Protestant church: within +his dlocese.



