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EONTREAL, FRIDAY, MARCH. 20, 1863.

Mr. Gillies of this office 15 now on a visit to
our subscribers throughout the Upper Province,
with fuli power to settle all accounts, and o
make such arrangements as may 1o him seem
appropriate.  We take Lhis opportunily of re-
commending bim and the objeet of us visit to
our Western subscsibers.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
FraNcE has removstrated with Prussia upon the
action of the latter towards the Poles; acd a
converted action betwixt the three Powers,
Great Brita, France and Awustrin, i the same
cause is spoken of as decided upon. And yet
the Emperor of Russia bas as goct{ a right as
against the insurgent Poles, as has Victor Em-
manuel against the Neapolitans. Both rule by
right of conquest ; and 1t would be no easy natter
to show that the autbority ot the Czar i1s .\pt as
legitimate at Warsaw as is tiat of the king
« ponest-man® at Naples. We ar oli events
eannot understand how some Liberals petend to
reconcile their avowed hostilty towards Nea-
politans fighting for therr national wdepe ndeuce,
with therw pretended sympathies for the Polish

josurgears, whose cause is the same as that of

Neapolitan * drigands.”
All the ageounts hitberto received from Po-

land wouid seem to indicate that the patriots are
boldu g thieir own against the Russian troops. The
former avoid generu\ actions, and endeavor to
warass their enemies rather by the rapidity of
tLeir movements, than by acting wn large masses.

Sr. PaTtricks DAy 1¥ MoNTREAL.—In
consequence of the Holy-day on Tuesday we are
are compelled lo postpoue our account of the
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration fo next week.—
We may say however that everything passed off
well, ond that our Irish lriends bave cause to be
proud of their National Célebration.

According to our prowmise we bhasten to lay
before our readers the * Return to an Address
from the Legislsuve Assembiy to His Excel-
Jency the Governor General, dated the 20d inst.,
praying His Excellency to cause to be laid be-
fore the House ¢ Copies of the Evidence, Judge’s
Notes, Petitions praying for a Respite or Com-
mutation of the Sentence, and all Documents
relating to the Triat and Conviction of the z‘}yl-
wards, executed at Belleville on the 8th Decem-
ber, 1862.° This Return, printed only on the
11th, by order of the Legislative Assembly, is

. very unperfect. The evidence given at :the
Coroner’s Taquest 1s suppressed ; the Judge’s
charge to the Jury 1s suppressed ; and as no
“ Coiﬁes" of any answers to the numerous peti-
tions aldressed to the Exzecutive in behall of the
condemned appear, it 13 to be supposed, either
What no answers were ever gwen, or that,df
given, they ulso like the other important © docu-
mems relating to the trizd and conviction of the
Aylwards” have in like wanoer been suppressed.
For this strange reficence we do not pretend to
assign any reasous ; the publiec will draw, of
cutise, ibeir owe cooclusions.  We have how-
ever venluved o aislerlne & few important pas-
sages i — '

Copy. .
10opr] Toroate, 23rd Ociober, 1862.

Sir,—I have the honor to enclose, for the informa-
\on of His Bxcellency the Governor "Genersl in
Council, a report of the evidence, verdict and sen-
tence in the cese of 1he Queen ngainst Riehard Ayt~
ward and Mary Aylward, charged with the murder
of William Mnuaro. : :

The jury accompanied their verdict with » strong
recommendation to mercy. They offered no reasen
for the recommendation, and [ caanot pretend to ex-
slain npon what ground their recommendation was

Lanuded. :

The prisouer3 are hoth ordered for execution on
Mondny, the 8th December next. T ahall be_g]ad o
hear that this report reaches you.

-1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient humble servant, .
(Sigoed,) Wu, H. Drapnr.

“The Honorable the Proviucial Secretary. .

‘1 Indictment for the Murder of

vs.
Richard Aylward } Win Munro, ol the Township of
7 and { Monleugle, on the 16tk May, 1862.
Mary Aylward. ) S 0 .
1sf, Alexander Munro, sworn—1I live on the town-
ine, between Monteagle and Wicklow,and have lived

 The Quee:;_

there sinco the 16th May, 1861; “Thie prisoners came’
two months-later to live on the opposite_side of 'the

road.  The deceased is my'father. We were on good

| terms with the prisoners when ihey first came. Thére

were, after'a while, a' fow" little ‘differences between
na. I pever heard the prisoners complain of our
fowls before the 16th May last. Un thay day, ubout
4 p.m; ! and deceased heard a shot, apparently fired
on prisoners’ lot. We went home, and mother said

-| one of our hens was misring.. Deceased and I went

over. Prisoner Rickard ‘told deccased io go awuy.
Deceased smd ke would not (ill he gol the hen. Pri-
soner Richard was standing inside at his own door;
he gaid he did uot sheot the hen, but lie wished he
bad. Deceused said, perhups lhey're on now; and pri-
soner Richard looh a gua, and we all three went into
his field., We went west. Prisoner's honse fronts to
the south ; on the west is a gable end. The field
waa, [ think, sown with wheat. Then prisoner Ri-
chard turned, with the gun towards decensed, und
deceaseil eaught hold of it. They were close together,
the mozzle of the gun towards deceased. Prisoner
Richard took a pistol out of his pocket with his

aud told me to ges it. 1asked where it was. De-
cenged said it was behind me. 1 w-ut for i, found
it, and rose with it in wy hand. It was L1 or i2 yurds
from where deceased struck il from prisoner Richard’s
band. When I rose, prisoner Richard was stunding
near we with the gun tv his left shoulder, pointea
towards'me, I threw myself at his feet, on my knees,
He stepped back and fired, and hit me in the b:ck,
over the lefi shoulder T was on my koees, lenning
forward, I ran bome directly. The gun weas londed
with cut lead; 2 picces were taken ont of me. As
we were goiug to the field, decased said to prisouer
Richard, he did not wind his shooting his heus, if iu
bis wheat, if he did not take thewm away with him
When I rose with the pistol, I saw the prisoner Mary
about 11 or 12 yards away, at the place where I leht
prisoner Richard and deceased scufling for 1he gun.
I did not then see deceased, nor did I see her until |
tarned, having picked up the pisiol. I could not
say whether she bad anything in ler bhand; I was
frightened. After [ got into the house, deceased
came in; he was cut oo the left side of the head and
in the arms; be wrs bleeding wueh, The cat was
ahovs the left elbow. He hnd no coaton; was in
his sbirt-sleeves. Deveased never weat ouc of the
house again, and he died in 11 or 12 days.

Cross-cxamined—This place of prisoners’ i3 not on
the Hastings Roed. [tison a road that crosses the
Haatings Road. They bad a clearing, and some
whent sowr that spring, I believe, not sown loag be-
fore thia occurrence. Our lwo houses wre wbout 23
ncres aparl., Our house is Lo the west of lheirs. Qur
hens were over in prisoners’ wheat, Decensed and I
went to prisonet’s house. Deceased wus angry at
prisoner Richard shooting at bis hens more thap I
wa3.
children—two were runping abour, and theére wag .
buby. We did not ecater the house. Deceased did
not nsk me to go with bim; [ went of wy own se-
eord. I followed a little after deccased, not directly
with him. The frst I heard was prisoner Richard
saying to decensed, ' Go away,’ and deceased replied,
¢ Not till he could get the hen, or knew what bad
been done with it.! Frisoner Richard denied shooting
the hen, but said he wished be had.  Deccered saud,
¢ Perhaps theyre on now.! Then prisoner Richard
took the gen. [did uot see him put anything in it
Wo then walked abreast to the wheat field. Prisoner
Richard was on decensed right hand, and he had the
gun 1 his own right band. e went about 14 or 2
acrer. 13aw prisoner turn with the gun. Idid not
see deceased first try 10 get bold of it. Prisoner kel
not the gun up lo his shoulder. 1 dwd not see him try to
pull the trigger. Then deceased seized the gun.
They tussled and wrestled. Deceased was theoldest
and strongest, I think. I did not see either of them
fall. I did not see deceased seize hold of prisoner
Richard, but be tried to take the gun from him. I did
oot interfers, I was 8 or 10 feet from them. 1don':
knowe whether the gun was cocked. ['believed deceased
life was in danger. Prisoner Richard got the gun at
last. Prisoner Richard was drawing back, and de-
ceased kept hold of the gun, following him.—
1 never said to anybody that deceased had
threntened prisoners, Prizouer Richard tuok a pistol
from his pecket with his rigat hend, holdiog on to
the gun with big lefi, Daceased kicked the pistol
out of prisoner Richard's band. It was io bis right
trowaer pocket. A double-barrelled rifle pistol, the
barrel 4 or 5.inches long. 1 ran for the pistol, and
picked it up; and as I rose, prisoner Richard was
about 2 feet from me, right before me. 1 had turned
ronnd, with the pistol 1n my hand. Prisoner Richard
then stepped back. 1 threw myself at his feet before
he stepped back., I did not cateh hold of him, nor
try to. When I threw myself on my kuees, [stovped
a livtle forward. 1 was not looking at him. Waen
he fired he hud the gun right on my buck,— resting on
my bucle— and he fired.  Ihad no vest on ; I was inmy
shivt-sleeves.  When deceased came in, I 2id not tell
him I was shot. The doctor ¢ame zome days after
deceased wes wounded. [ never heard decessed say
it was his own fault—thet these people cught not
te be prosecuted. The coromer came a few days
aftor my father’s death. 1 cannot exactly say how
mapy days &afler;.deceased had not long been buried.
Prisoners sere in their own house when deceased
died. They did not lauve the country. My mother
ig living ; not here. I had net been on wvery good
terms wilh prisoners.  We passed one another withoul
speukcing. I never played tricks with them, nor with
a spring that wag near. I did not speak to them
when I and deceased went over to prizoners. I car-
ried the pistol home, it was not cocked then. I never
pointed it at prisoser. I never fired it. I know it
was loaded ; there wWas something ia it; it was cap-
ped. .

2nd. Mary Ann Macrre, sworn—1I live justa lot
from the prisoners, in another township. I remem-
ber deceased beiong injured. The prisocers wore at
my place the weck before that with a scythe. They
were grinding it. One of my children asked prisoner
Richerd whither he was goicg baying, He replied,
sed; he was going baying. Thers was no grass
then. There was a little soow still left.  Prisoner
Mary did aot gpeak. She turned the grindstone, and
he gronnd. I think they said it was Muaro’s scythe.
I did not see the scythe aguin wnlil the inquest. Pri-
gouers came to our house the day deceased was hurt.
She had the gup, and loaded it at the end of our sta-
bla. He hed the seythe. She said she had cut the
bead off the old man, aod that Richard Lad shot
Alix. T told ber, ' Surely vhat wasa's the truth.®
She said it wus, and “showed me the scythe. She held
the edge up to me, and showed me the blood on it.
The edge of the scythe was turned where the blood
wag. She gave the scythe to him, and took the gun
and put a caponit; and then my boy cane in und
told ber to go out of the house, and they went away,
The scythe was, 1 think, the one they Lud ground ; it
had a4 piece off the point. 1 observed this on both
occasions. I went to Maneo's ahout 4 o'clock. |
found him lyiog on the flvor, fainted ; binod all over
the floor, aud purt half full of blood aud water., He
had & cut across tiie top of his head, from which
blood wns flowing, and his arm was cut. He did
not epeak. He spoke the third day after shat, when
I went there. Two daysarler that, ho said 1o me
he did not think he would live, he was so weak. He
died on the tenth or twelfth day after he was hurt.
I saw bim every day safier, till he died. He wag
bart on'the 16th, and died on the 28th. From, the
second. conversation, he always told me he would not
live ; from that time he always eéxpressed his expecta-
tion of dying; alwavs spoke of bimself as n man
sbout to die, but he did vot give any account of how
ke wag injured. I saw Mnrgaret Munro the same
day the transaction tonk place. S
. Cross-examined—We eame out this 1ast winter from
Lower Oanada. I have besn upwards of.22 years in.
this country, The prisoners cnme to our place after
dinper. Ouar houees are & quarter of a mile. apart.

They continued on their own place afier deceased

right hand. Deceased knocked it vatof his bsnd,

died.” 1'am o rélation of Minrc's. "I never bad any
difference with prisoners. I never said [ would wait
;n'_towr_{ and see'these people hanged, or:any: thing
eit, © v R M i
*3rd. Isabelin Macroe, Bworn—I am daughter of
last witness, and live with ber, I know piisoners. |
knew deceased, and remember the day he was burt.
I was 10 prisoners’ house one evening, not. long  be-
fore this. I hened prisoner Mary say, in her husband's
presence, she would tempt deceased over their fence,
and sbe would draw back till she got to her door,
and abe would take o gun or pistol and shoot him,
and leave him dead at the door, and then she would
go for two men to see how far he had followed her
iuto the door yard ; that ber husbaund could be a
witness fur her, but she could not be for him. 1 told
lier to tnke care of horself, or somethiog to that
effect.

Cross-cxamined —~ We were on good terms. with the
prisvuers. T was oot at her bouse, after this conver-
sation, before the fight. I do not remember being in
tho house afier it. I spoke to her on the road. I did
not think nuch of this ai the time. She would talk
in this boasting siyle of what she would do,

4th William Johnson, sworn—I live about 100 rods’

from Munro's, in the same township, since the 27Tth
Maceh Inst. | remember deceased beiog injured. I
saw the prisoners that day, about four in the after-
noun.  They were coming along the road from their
place  Ste had o gun, and be was trailiog a scythe.
Soe 2add, ¢ Willimn ; Manro's dead. I lifted up the
geythe and struck bim on the hend, nod that wouid
not do, and 1 s:ruck him again. I did not mesn to
hit bim on the hend, I mennt to hit him on the neck
and cut his head off ' She made a geswore with} the
gun st my neck, to show me what ghe wesnt. I sa:d
it was tao bnd. She ssid she could not help duing
it. Then they went on. 1 tollowed, apd saw them
both a1 James Macrae’s. Prisoner Richard bad the
zun, and the scythe was an the table. James Macrae
¢+me in. Prizoner Mary asked bim about deceased,
and hie told her deceased was pretty badly hurt, npd
they did not think he would get over jt. Shere
plied, ¢ God Almighty increasze his pain'l' She spoke
mogtly on these two occasions. He said little; be
was standing close by her.

Cross-exumined~ 1 am a relative of Mary Ans Mae-
rae ; she is my aunt. Prisoper ilary did not appear
to be excited. It was about 4 p.M., about three
quarters of n mile from their place. [ was sitting
on n log by tbe road.side wheu she spoke to me. I
wus in their house when she was arrested on the
Saturday week after the deceased got hurt.  He was
burt ona Friday. Ihave ‘not been in the house
since. It was the Saturday alter deceased died that
she was arrested. [ stop ot my uncle’s. [ have no
house of my own. [ mever had the slightest rouble
with the prisoner Mary. [Iheurd thel she got a war-

1 suw prisoner Mary in the house, und hev .

runt for me, bul I never saw it.

5th. Margaret Glen, sworn—1 live near prisoners,
i and a-balf miles off; 1n Monteagle. [ remember
deceesed being iojured. I met prisoner Mary on the
road after deceased was hurt and before his death.
Sle was just outside her door. She took hold of my
arm and told me to come and gee where the fight
was—10 come and ses the c¢ut in Munoro’s hat. I
walked a short distance sand saw the hat, aad would
not go further. [ said it would give her a great deal
of trouble. She said it would give her no tronble,
that, if it was to do, she wounld do it again. Her
husband was not present.

Cross-examined--Thia was a few days after the
fight.

“ith, Theophilus Golder, sworn—I live on the
branch road, 1 and a-half miles from deceased. Aftler
deceased was hurt, [ went to prisoner's house —the
morniag the inquest was held, I think, or the morn-
ing before. 1 saw the prisoner Mary. She said she
was glad ¢ Old Baldie’ was dead; that if he was
alive she would cnt the head off him agair, or any
person who would do anything to her.

Tth George Selby, sworn—] live 4 or 5 miles from
oriconers. I beard of decensed's death. I was at pri-
soners' bouse the Sunday after he was buried. Pri-
soner Mary told me deceased was in the habit of com-
ing oppasite the house, sbusidg her, and calling he:
improper names, and that she bad given it to him for
1t pow, and she wished she had given him ruother
blow and finished him at once, Toe prisoner Richard
was present. I can’t say he heard ber. Soon after he

with which she did it. I am not sure she was in the
room ai that time. The scytbe Llade had no banpdle
then. A few days after the fight, Isaw yrisoner
Richard, [ asked bim what it was about. He snid
it was all about some fowls of Munro’s that came to
bis wbeat. That bhe bad heard deceased bad used
threats ageinat him, and he was determined to be
prepored ; and that he took the scythe outof the
cradle, and told his wife if he wanted help she was tc
use that,

Cross-cxamined—] have lived nearly 4 years out
there. 1 have only beon once at prisoners. Thia
conversation took place on Sunday, nfter decensed
wusg buried. Prisoner Mary was then arrested. The
conversation with ber was while she was s prisoner.
I am not » constable. The conversation with pri-
soner Richard was on the road opposite my place.
He did oot say he was afraid of Monro.

8th. Dr. Augustus A. Yeomans, sworn~I was
praclising at Madoc (70 miles from deceased's place),
100 miles from hers. We astarted from Madoc on
Saturday, 31st May, and reached the seighbourhood
of deceaged at 10 o'clock on the Monday morning.
An inquest was held. I found a large incised wound
on the left side of decemsed’s bead, 34 inches loug.
It penetrated into the brain, through the skulTund
membranes. The blow must have been given with
great foree, or ib conld not bave gone through the
skull in & part where it i3 5o thick. Ioside, I found
a large abscess in the brain. There was also a wound
above the elbow joint of the left arm. The weapon
had gone half-way through the booe, and had frac-
tured the bone au the juiat. The wound was inflicted
by a sharp and thin instrument. A scythe would in-
flict such o wound. The injury on the head must, I
think certainly have occasioned death. :

9th. William E. Edes, sworu—1 arrested both pri-
soners on Monday of the week following the funeral
of deceagedfi | went with the last witness and as-
rested them on Monday morniog, before the inquest
was taken, Prisoner Mary had been arrested the pre-
ceding Suturday. I enquired for theseythe One of the
prisoners got it. I then enqnired for the gun, and
gotit; and a man who was sitting at the door had
the pistol. I took the seythe, end it was carried off
by some person —1 don't know who —as I was stoppiug
at a tavern on my way to Belleville; 1 kave notl been
able to recover it.
: DEFENCH.

Jobn Rous, sworn—J live on a lot joining the
Hastings Rond. I knew decensed, and saw him after
he was injured, on the fifth day after, as nearasl
‘nnderstood. I bad a conversation with him. He
said be felt very bLad; that he did wot expectto
live. T wdviged him to have prisoners arcestod.
[ proposed fetching n doctor. He said, *Noj; it
was no use,! He said he hud no business inlerfering
with prisoners ; (his wos in answer lo my advising him
to huve them arrested,

Cross-ezemined—He was lying in his own shanty,
on the west side, on o bed. Hissou Alezander wag
.In the house, and deceaged’s wife. [ live nbout 1}
miles from the house. I did not ask deceased how
be got hust. [ hed heard from neighbors what had
happencd : that deceased had a bit of a quarrel with
the prisoner Richard, sod decensed bad got hurt.
Decensed did not sny he had interfered with prisoners
gng did not tell me what happened. He was pretty

ad. .
o RRPLY.
Alexander Monro, re-called—I. was prasent when
‘the conversation took place between deceased and
Jubn Rous, Deceased asked him to go for the Indian
doctor, aud Rous 81id he would go the next morning
I wag there all the time Rous was. [ did not henr
Rous propose that decensed should have prisonoers

.

brought out the scythe, and snid that was the scythe.

‘arrédted, nor did - déceased ‘make any stich anawer.

The'shanty is 18 by 20 feet.\

" Crosk-ezamined—Rous’ Wr‘xs‘,there'an heur or more,
I was not able to able to atir out of bed. "I was oniy’
9 or 10 feet from deceased’s bed. o

I declined to re@:aive evidence of what deceased
bad said respecting the prisoners, or either of them,
not being said in their presence—nnless it could be
shown that the.prisoners were aware of it before the’
struggle took place ; since, whatever it might be, it
could not bave influenced the prisoners’ couduct if
they were in ignorance of it.

Verdict— " Guilty " strongly
mercy.

Sentence—To be executed vn Monday the 8th De-
cember, 1862. :

(Sigoned) . Ww. H. Dnarer, C.J. C. P.
The petitions praying for mercy then follow
in the Return, but tbrow no new light on the
They assert, for the most purt, ihe belief
of the petitioners in the innocence of the con-
demoed, and pray for mercy on the following
grounds :—

1st. That they and the peraon (Muaro) who lost his
life, are settlers in a new tract of country called the
lHastings Road, and resided, at the time of this oc-
currence, o distance of 150 miles from Belleville, the
connty town, at a place  where there is no law, no
magistrates ; where every one thinks it proper to de-
tend hia supposed rights by the strong haod; and it
waus thers tuat the afteay occurred, in which Munro
oventualty lost his life. . * ¢

2nd, That there was no positive or direct evidence
against the prisoners, with the exceotion of state-
ments immediately made by the female prisoner,
Mary Aylward, after the scuffle between the deceased
and the prisoners ; statements which your petitioners
firmly believe to have bean made by her in 8 moment
of excitement, and when she was in a psssion, not
knowing what she was doing or ssying, avd only
for whicl, as before stated, there was no evidence
against either of the prisoners.

That Alexander Maaro, son of the deceaged, would
not, nor did not, swear who it was that inflicted the
fatal blow, nor would any of the vther witnesses who
were sworn on the part of the prosecution on the
trial of the case, do so. ,

That the deceased and his son came to the house of
the nccused and irritated them in a most provokiog
manner ; and after beiog told by them to desist and
go away from the bouse of the accused, they still
persisted in remaining on the property of the prison-
ers, were not for which, and the fight thei soon alter-
wards suddenly sprang up, the death of William
Munre would not have ocecurred.

That deceased and his con were engaged in a
fearfal struggle with Richard Aglward oo the pro-
perty of the latter, when bis wife came to his res-
cue, and struck deceased o blow as your petitioners
believe: that the deceased hved sbonut twelve days
after the fight, and your petitioners believe had not
the wound which was ioflicted been opened by an
Indian ' quack docter” in his neighborhood, the de-
ceased would yet be hiving ; said wound baving been
dressed previously, as we are infortied and believe,
by a neighbor of the deceased, after which, and
until said doctor was celled in, the deceased was
progressing very favorable towards convalescence.

That & witness who was called on the part of the
prisoners swore that deceased, when he wasin n
dying state, told him that he did not wish tho se-
cused to be arrested, as it wus bis own fault, and he
bad po business to interfere with them,

No Copies of any answer to any of the peti-
lions are given in the official Return, which con-
cludes as follows :—

"[Copy-1
Government House,
Quebee, Wednesday, 2rd day of Dac. 1862.
PREBENT :
His Excellency the Governor General in Council.

recommended to

case.

s Excellency was pleased to lay before the Coun-
cil the notes of evidence taken by the Hoaaorable Mr.
Chief Justice Draper, in the case of Richard Aylward
and Mary Aylward, who were tried before him atthe
recent Assizes held at Bellerille, in the County of
Hastings, for the murder of onc Willing Munro, and
haviog been toungd guilty thereof were sentenced to
death, such sentence to be carried into exccution on
Monday, the 8th day of December instant.

His Excellency also iaid before the Conacil seve-
ral petitions from mbabitants of the County of Hast-
ings, praying that the Royal Clemency may be ex-
tended to the said conricts.

The circumsinnces of this case having been fully
considered by Iis Excellency in Courcil, forelher
with the report of the Honoruble the Altorney General,
U. C., adverse lo the commutulion of the senlence,
His Excellency tbought fit to order, and it is hereby
ordered, that the sentence of the iaw in the case of
the said Richard Aylward and Mary Aylward, be
allowed to take its course.

(Signed)
Winiax H. Ler,
Olerk, Executive Council.

We bespeak an attenlive perusal for the re-
port of the trial as given above ; and we would
ask the reader to divest limself of all prejudices,
religious and political, and to ask himself how far
the evidence therein given establishes, beyond
the possibility of any reasonable doabt, the fact
of a guilty premeditation of wurder on the part
of the Aylwards, such as the law requires as an
essential ingredient in the crime. The facty, it
will be seen, differ in no one important particular
from tbose furnished to us'by Sarsfleld, und
where they do at all differ, they differ in favor ol
the hypotliesis of the innocence of the accused.
Tere then are the facts as established by the
# Judge’s Notes,”

The Aylwards and Munroes were on bail
terms—the fowls of the latter were destroying
the spring-sown wheat of the former; and i
self-prolection, Aylwird shot some of the in-
truders.  The two Muoroes, buth ¢ angry,”
came over o Aylward’s house, «nd waen re-
quested Lo *“go away” refused to do so.—
Munro, unable to provoke Aylward to come
outside, then proceeded to taunt hiwm, with the
remark that @ perbaps they—the fowls—are on
now.” Hereupon Aylward took a loaded gun,
and rushed towards his wheat-field to shoot the
fowls, followed or accompanied by the two angry
Munroes, but not folfowed or accompaated by
bis pretended accomplice Mrs. Aylward.

They went west,a distance of # 1; or 2 acres.”
Now Munro’s house lay about 24 acres to the
west of Aylward’s house; and - consequentl'y
every step the three went togetber n company,
took them, not only from Ayiward’s, but zowards
Munro’s, house; so that baving gone 1} or 2
acres from the former, they must have been
actually nearer to  Munro’s, than to Agfward’s
bouse when the row commenced. ‘This fact,

S

taken 1n connection ‘with ‘other “facts—such gy
that the two Aylwatds might conjointly have as:
sailed the Munroes when "lliev latter refused 1,
“go away ;” and that by their tiunts ahoui the
fowls being “ on the wheat now,” the Mueroes
at last succeeded in decoying Aylward out of his
bouse, away from his wife, and towards tiejy 0wy
house, where they had Mrs. Munro to belp they
[ npecessary—is conclusive as to the groundiess.
ness of the hypothesis that the Aylwards |y a
guilty design upon the _two Munroes ; byt is
strongly suggestive of the contradictory kypo-
thesis, 0 wwit—1that the-twe Munroes had fyrgy
a guilty design agawndt Aylward, which they at.
tempted to carry into execution, by decoyiny
Inm away from bis house, towards thejr house
where they "might more couveniently .
otherwise abuse him,

Let us see also how the younger Myprq |
scribes the origin of the row. Agylwarq
the elder Munro's right hang, (he Younger
Munre bemg « few feet, “8 or 10 feet,? ;:!i,-
tant.  Aylward © turned with the gun ;* by b-e
did nat, even by the evidence of one of jyq op-
ponents, malte any the slizhtest hostjle demous-
tration therewith, e did unt bring “ e gy
up to his shoulder” —the attnude of firing ; htl:e
gun was not cocked, and Avlward mayy to ofler
to pull the trigger. He merely « turned, wig,
the gur towards” the elder Munro, Hereupen
the latter, a far more powerful man tjay Ayl
ward, seized the gun, and the hife iy death
struggle commenced.  Then, but not before 4.
cording to Munro’s own siatements—J Arl-
ward, engaged agaiust such fearful odds, ai{en;p!
to draw a pistol from his pocket with s riyy,y
hand, # holding oa to the gun with his leﬁ.”i.
Munro “struck the pistol” from Aylwarg's
band ; the younger Munvo picked it up—upy o
tlis juncture, apparently, tor there is no positise

eul, op
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evidence, Mrs. Aylward, sewing her husbang’s
dangzer, rushed half [rantic fo s 2id, armed wyy,
a scythe, with whieli shee struck one of her kus-
band’s assailants a severe blow ; which again
through reglect and quack doctoring, termmated
fatally in about ten or eleven days, "The bloy
was given with great force, on the head, secord.
g to the medical testimony ; and as Munra wus
a large powerful man, and Mrs. Aylard a sligh
woman, the presumption is that Muaro must hare
been stooping down when the woman struelk (he
blow ; and that as Aylward asserted, be had got
the latter on the ground, and was stooping over
lum at the time. 1o any other position, 1t is not
easy to see how Mrs. Aylward could bave strack
him such a blow on the head. All, however,
and must be conjecture on these points, for 1here
is no positive testimony. But if there were roon
for a reasonable doubt, the Aylwards weps
legally entitled to the full besefit of ihat doubt.

T'he younger Munro tells us that having picked
up the pistol, he saw Aylward rusning towards
lym; that the latter Leld the gun close to bis
vack “right on my back,” and fired ; (hat he,
the witness, had only a shirt bu, vad that the gup
50 fired, and loaded with cut lead, iofliated by
so stight a wound that he was able to run liome,
and did not even tell his father that he had bees

of fire arms, if such a story s credible. Held i
sach proximity to lus back, the cha"rge would
have gone clean through his bady like a ball;
hig shirt would also huve been burnt, and bis
flesh mangied by the powder alone. e tells us
that “ 26 pieces of cut lead were taken out of
him ;” but he does not say by wham, and it i
not credible that he was himsell able to take the
charge out of us own back.  Upon all this pari of
the business, however, the- younger Munro’s eri-
dence 1s most mysterious, not to say evidently
false.  This is of less consequence, however,
for the Aylwards were mdicted, not for wounding
Alexander Munro, but solely for the iurder of
his father.

We have already insisted upon tue dishonesty
of assuming that the sharpening of a seythe in
the month of May, indicated an tenuon of
murder. [t was for the Crown to show that the
accused must necessarily have had a guiley de-
sign n sharpening 1t, and not for the accused (0
prove his innocence. He asserted, 10 the last,
that he wanted a soyihe to cut the young uniler-
brush whizh springs up on newly eleared lanis,
and as tlns assertion was probable, he shld
have had the benefit of the doubts Besules, the
scythe with which the blow was siruck ou ihe
16th of May, was aot identified as that which the
aceused sharpened about a week before. Oue
witness, Mary Aon Maerae, attempted to iden-
tify it.  She saud, ¥ the scythe was, 1 think,
the one they had ground ;7 but her emdence,
as given 1 the offiial Return, presents such a
mass of contradictions, that no rehiance whatever
can be placed on her oath. For iustance, speak-
ing of the sharpening of the scythe and of the
day on - which 11 was ground, she positively
swore :— \

X did not see the scythe ogain untid the inguest."
And presently, speakiug of the 16th May, on-

which day Muaro received the wound, she swore:

equally positively :— R

- ¢ He— Aylward—had the seythe. . 7., 'She—

Mra Aylward—said it was, and showet me the scylhe”

The scythe which she had just sworn she never

saw from the day on which it was ground—

~

l

shot.  We ask any one accustomed 1o the nse-




