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THE SCHOOL SETTLE-
MENT,

The hybrid arrangement which has
been arrived at between the Laurier and
the Greenway Governments, and which
has been misnamed a * settlement” of
the Manitoba Catholic School question,
has at last been made public. We
give our readers its terms in another

be—a cowardly surrender of the Catholic
poeition on the part of those who but a
few months ago posed as the championa
of Catholic rights. It is a base capitu-
lation to the enemies of Catholic educa-
tion, who, emboldened by this latest suc-
«cees of theirs, will now doubtless turn
itheir attention to this Province, the
-stronghold of the Faith in Canada,
where, as the Montreal Herald’s fanatical
. crusade against our schools plaivly
proves, the ground is already being pre-
. pared for the final and deciaive battle.

Is there a Catholic in the whole Daq,

the Catholics of Manitoba is the per-
.mission to allow Almighty God to enter
their schools for half an hour every day,
-after the ordinary tuitional business ia
done? The inculcation of their solemn
duties to their Creator and to their fel-
low-creatures, the end and aim for which
they were created, the all-important
facts of the Redemption, are held to be
of but secondary import to the children,
Instruction as to the materiel -things
that are of this life is held to be of
{ranscendent value as compared with the
eternal lite beyond the grave. It is no
exaggeration to say that the setting
apart of this balf hour at the tail end
of the day’s progrimme for the purpose
of religions teaching is nothing more
nor less than a cunningly directed  blow
at the Catholic religion.

Why is it that at a time when the
Catholic minority in other countries, far
from retreating before the secular and
niaterinlistic enemy, are, by their sturdy
and whole-hearted struggles, led by va-
linnt and uncompromising politica!
chiefs extracting valuable concessions;
+when the Catholic minority in Germany
is winning victory after {'ictory; when
the Catholic minority in England and
Ireland is compelling the strongest gov-
ernment of modern times to increase
very largely the state grants to Catholic
Schools—why is it that at such a tim e
the Catholic minority of Canada, which
comprises nearly one-half of the total
population of the country, is ever falling’
back before the aggressor? Because of
the new School of so called ‘ toleration »
which hassprung up since Confederation;
the new School of indifferentism, prop-
erly "so-called, which has replaced the
old generation of intrepid Catholics who,
while respecting scrupulously the rights
of others, were firmly resolved to reaist

with -all their might every attempt to
eucroach,ui)on their own rights,

and power. They have betrayed the
moat cherishod interests: of their co-
religionists in order to satisfy personal
ambition. Weak, vaciilating, “tolesant”
of every usurpation effected by the
enemy upon sacred ground, they have
retreated step by step until the Catholic
position is jeopardized at its strongest
point.

In Manitoba the Catholic Schools are
gone. In the North-West Territories the
Catholic Schools are gone. Right here
in Quebec the Catholic Schools are now
threatened. The time has come for Ca-
nadian Catholics to make & determined
stand ; to sink all personal and political
preferences ; tu close up their ranks ; and
to present a golid and united front toa
restless and aggressive foe who is
evidently resolved to reduce us to a con-
dition of abject bondage.

GAELIC AT THE WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY.

As has already, been announced, the
Ancient Order of Hiberpians has pre-
sented to the Catholic National Uni-
versity, at Washington, tbe sum of
$50,000 for the purpose of endowing a
chair of Gaelicliterature at that already
renowned seat of learning. The pro-
ceedings attending the formal presenta-
tion of the cheque a few days ago, and
its reception by Cardinal Gibbons on
bebalf of the authorities of the Univer-
sity, were of a more than ordinarily
interesting character, as will be seen
from a couple of extracts from the
speeches delivered on the occasion. The
Hon, M. F. Wilhere, who was the oflicial
hes. of the Ancient Order of Hibernians
when the project of the endowment of
the chair was first taken up, concluded
his eloquent remarks as follows :

‘1t seems the irony of fatethata lan.
guage which was supplanted by our an-
cient enemy with his own sbould be
restored by us through the medium of
the stranger’s tongue and that the
children of the banished exiles should
rise up to restore that which wasalmost
banished from her shores. The same
hand which tried to rob ue of our lan-
guage attacked our religion, yet our
mimsionaries have carried it to every
habitable part of the globe. It lives to
day with the Irish race more glorious,
more stalwart and more aggressive than
ever ; and as we think of all the sacrifices
made by our fathers for the old Church,
it is somewhat pleasant to think that
we have the opportunity of giving some
little proof of our devotion to our work in
the cause of Catholic edncation. And
may it not be appropriate at this time
to express the hope that with the
gradual return of language, with the
rlory of our ancient faith still growing
brighter, the shackles of toreign deno-
mination may fall from the limbs of be-
loved Mother Ireland and that she may
rise from the gloom of centuries in all
her ancient glory, when her bards shall
sing hersongs in all their native melody
and her statesmen and scholars occupy
in Ireland the same prominence which
surrounds them in every land in which
their fathers sought retuge. With the
life and light of our faith through all
the periods of darkness leading us on-
ward, may the religion and nationality
of our race again find their home in the
old land, and may our work this day be
the beginning of such a glorious con-
summation.”

“We feel proud,” said Cardinal Gib.
bons,” that we can open our doors to the
teaching of the tongue of a most gen-
erous, warm-hearted and loyal people.
Indeed, why should not a Catholic Uni-
versity be glad to welcome such a branch
of learning, even if it had never re-
commended itsell to other schools and
other savants? The Catholic Church
has a profound interest in the preserva-
tion of this noble tongue—the deathless
interest of gratitude.” }

It is, indeed, eminently appropriate
that a professiouship of Gaelic literature
should be established in the great
American University. Ireland’s bishops,
priests and monks. as a celebrated
writer declares, “nurtured and fashioned
the Gaelic tongue and made it therichest
and greatest of the European vernacu-
lars. Millions of our forefathers went
to their last rest with it pious accents
on their lips. For nearly fourteen bun-
dred years its aweet consoling tones werc
heard in the confessional, and its grave,
sublime poetry was chanted from ten
thousand altara. 1t echoed along the
roads of Europe and in her impenetrable
forests from the mouthe of a thousand
missionaries, and it mingled its lyric
strength with the majestic Latin at the
tombs of the Apostles long before any
modern nations of Europe had emerged
frum barbarism.

“It has been afmighty &hannel of
sacerdotal labors for fourteen centuries.
[t was the tongue of Patrick and Bridget.
It hias been eanctified by long use in the
mouths of the most eminent saint and
the most learned doctors. It is saturated
in its structure and in its monuments
with the purest and most spiritual Catho-
licism, and for these reasons alone
deserves a place in any institution des
tined tobe the mouth-piece of the Catho-
lic Church in Ameérica.”

THE proposal to. tax the land belong-

in order that they might attain.to place-

chance of the project being sanctioned

by the Legislature. -

SPAIN AND CUBA.

ot apmtmr—

It is always a delicate matter toin-
terfere in family affaire. Outsiders whe
take part, whetber nnasked or-by invi-
tation, on one side or the other, are
prétty sure eventually to find themselves
in an awkward position. After the
combatants have become friends again,
the unhappy meddler is full of useless
regrets which, if converted into apolo-
gies, only make the situation worse. It
is almost equally hszardous to tbrust
one’s self into sectional disputes of a
foreign country or the resistance of a
community to its rulers, of a colony to
its metropolis. In the case of revolt or
rebellion, it is astonishing how ready
even these governments that have suf-
fered from seditious agitation them-
selves are disposed to back up the revolt-
ed population of neighboring states. It
is generally taken for granted that those
in authority -are in the wrong ; the
rebels in the right. Of course, there is
a degree of truth in this view of inter-
preting a quarrel that has ended in
blows. It is natural to suppose that
a people would not rise in arms against
their magistrates unless they had some
strong provocation. It may be that the
antocratic character of the government
made patience hopeless. The struggle
may have been hopeless in any case.
As a rule insurrections are put down.
Where they succeed, it is usual to be-
lieve that the very fact of their having
obtained so large « support as to decide
the isasue in their {avor goes to prove
that they were more right than wrong.
But there are two sides to every such
question—many sides to some. Succesa
does not always argue that right is with
the victors. The noblest pages in human
bistory go to shew that the moral
superiority is often with the vanquish-
ed, the despised, the rejected, who in
their poor, sad day had none to help
them of their cause. Civilization has
been built up of a succession of victories
some of which it would be haxd to
justify on strictly moral grounds. And
yet if centuries of poesesssion and
of recognized authority did not con-
stitute a valid claim to respect and
obedience, government would be im-
poesible, as some extremists would make
it, if they could. On the other hand,
right must be accompanied with might
or it will assuredly find its claim set
aside or passed over The State that is
unable to protect itaelf against foes
without or foes within has ultimately to
yield to the one that can. :
To-day, every colony on the American
continent that once acknowledged the
sovereignty of Spain is independent.
Why Spain was unable to held them we
need not inquire., Britain wasunable to
hold the colonies that 1aid the founda-
tions of the world’s greatest republic.
Perhaps, had Hritain adopted, as she
adopted later, the policy of self-governing
colonies and promptly taken the hint
when thosee vigorous daughter States re-
fused to be coerced, a sort of federal
empire might have anticipated the
modern Imperial Federation movement.
Her colonies really were self-governing,
compared with those of Spain, while the
latter would have deemed themaselves
free had they enjoyed the constitution
that Cuba had before this last revolt.
Is Cuba’s case really so hard? If we
accept the accounts of the insurgent
leaders and their advocates, resistance
was never more justitied and the situa-
tion had at last become absolutely
intolerable.

On the other hand, can we believe that’
if Cuba, instead of being within a com-
paratively short distance of the United
States, were in contiguity to the mother-
land, so that her six provinces were
just like any other Spanish provinces,
would she still find it so hard to put up
with Spanish rale? Does not Cuba res-
pond to influences and aspirations that
have no particular connection with the
tyranny and injustice of governors and
lieut.-governors ?  Does not the thought
that she is greatly desired by many
statesmen in the great Republic,
and that, as na State of the Union,
she would be a power in that federated
cluster of more or less independent com-
monwealths, agitate her and fill her with
discontent until she listens once more
to the fascinations of promises that
alas! are never fulfilled? The con-
gciousness that a whole continent of
Spanish republics, some of them with a
population hardly a sixth of hers, are
independent states, with their presidents
and ministries, their diplomati¢ curps,
their consuls, their police and armies,
while she, the queen of the Antilles, is
still bound with the chains of an
allegiance which she scorns, a mere de-
pendency, a possession—does not this
consciousness [ret and distress her until,
in wild unrest, she determines to make
one more dash fox freedom ?

But Cubsa is not the only dependency
of Spain that rouses her energies to re-
sist. In the Philippine Islands Spain is
engaged with another rebellion. We
hear more of Cuba because it is nearer
and bécause it is coveted by our neigh-

“The la,yi Cathiolic leaders of to-day have
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ing to religious institutions, which is a

bors. But in the Philippine Islands

south over-sixteen degrees of latitude
and over nine'of longitude. They con-
tain an area of about 115,000 square
miles, with & population estimated at’
7,000,000. Cuba and Porto Rico together
‘have an area of more than 45,000 square
miles, and & population of 2,300,000
The population of Cuba alone is more
than & million and & balf. Porto Rico
is much more densely inhabited, having
more than 800,000 people on an area of
8,550 square miles. Both groups are
rich in tropical products—augar being
the staple in both. It is not surprising
that Spain should hesitate to part with
either, especially as she feels
that they wounld be promptly ap-
propriated by some other power.
The indignation with which she has
answered every offer of the United States
to relieve her of the island by purchase
during the last half century testifiea to
her determination to cling to Cuba while
she has a dollar or & soldier. In the Pen-
insuls there is difference of opinion as
to policy and the completeness of the
reforms vouchsafed to the Cubans before
the last revolt, but there is no difference
of opinion as to the duty of the Govern-
ment to spend men and treasure until
Spanish authority in the island is re-
covered. If there is apy man in Spain
from whom we who know but vaguely
the intensity of Spanish national feeling
would expect a word of sympathy for
the Cubans in their struggle for freedom,
it is Emilio Castelar. Yet here is his
latest utterance on the subject: *Cuba
deserves her punishment for baving at-
tacked our national supremacy, for
having flung against our national peace
the blazing brand of parricidal insurrec-
tion. But even in this punishment may
be found regenerating elements, which
will in the end free the island from all
devastating horrors, and envelop it in
the living light of our national spirit.”

PROFESSOR CAPPER’'S LEC-
TURE.

In another column will be found a
letter which has been sent us by Pro-
fessor Capper, of McGill University, in
reference to our criticism of some re-
marks of his regarding the monks of the
Middle Ages in a lecture which be re-
cently delivered. The letter is char-
acterized by & manly candor which does
honor to the writer. We regret that the
acholarly and exceedingly instructive
lecture on architecture with which he
inaugurated bis present course should
bhave been marred by an isclated pass-
age, which, judging from the tone of his
communication, must have crept in in-
advertently, and was not, at all events,
the outcome of a spirit of bigotry, as we
were led, erroneously we now know, to
believe. We shall accept with pleasure,
snd, we have no doubt, with profit also,
Professor Capper’s courteous invitation
to attend his lectures on “ Ancient and
Medizeval Architecture.”

AN ITTPORTANT SUBJECT.

Our eateemed and talented contributor,
“ Wayfarer,” touches upon an important
subject this week. Itis theinexplicable
indifference of a large portion of our
Irish Catholic population to the interests
of newspapers which make it their
special mission to champion the twofold
cause of their Faith and their Fatherland.
Secular newspapers, even anti-Irish and
anti-Catholic newspapers, they support
liberally ; but the journals which should
appeal successfully to their practical
sympathy are for the most part ignored.
The conduct of these Irish Catholics is
in this respect illogical and entirely
indefensible. If a person were to offer
for sale to them a Protestant version of
the Bible, would they not decline it with
more or less firmness of resolution and
emphasis of language? But if the can-
vasser for subscriptions to a daily news-
paper calls upon them—a daily news
paper, it may be, which, like one of our
local evening contemporaries, is never
tired of attacking the Catholic Church
and its ministers—he is received with
courtesy, aml in the majority of instan-
ces booka a large number of subsecribers.
Yet, as “Wayfarer ¥ points -out, the
presence of such newspapers in Catholic
homes is capable of doing considerable
harm. Trite as the subject is, it is one
which  should continue to be
brought to the attention of those
whom it concerns most; and it is to be
hoped they will act upon the hint which
is thus gently thrown out to;them.

BISHOP KEANE’'S SUCCESSOR.,

The announcement that the Rev, Dr.
Thomas J. Conaty has been appointed to
the Rectorship of the Catholic Univers-
ity at Washington, in succession to
Bigshop Keane, will be received with
special interest in this city, for the
Rector studied in the Seminary of Mont-
real for several years; and has many
friends -amongst our clergy. Of late
years he has been pastor of the Church
of the Sacred Heart at Worcester, Mass.,
and President of the Catholic. Summer
School of America. He is oneof the
.prominent advocates of the cause of
Temperance in the neighboring Repub-

yonng‘znan for- the responsible position
to which hie has ‘been called, being only
forty-eight years of age. The choiceis a
wise ome, and its popularity amongst
American Catholics. is attested by the
fact that immediately ‘upon its
becoming known that Bishop Keane had
severed his connection with the Wash-
ington University the name of the Rev.
Dr. Conaty was amongst the first of
those mentioned as being likely to suc-
ceed him. A profound theologian, a ripe
scholar, a prudent administrator, en-
dowed with a rare affability of manner,
the Rev. Dr, Conaty will fili with dis-
tinction the Rectorship of America’s
great Catholic University.

MR, CLIFFORD SIFTON.

That the selection of Mr. Clifford
Sifton for the position of Miniater of the
Interior will not tend to increase the
confidence of the Catholic electorate in
the Laurier government, is evident from
& brief sketch of his career published by
the Northwest Review of Winnipeg. Qur
contemporary says :

“ We in Manitoba know only too well
the prominent and active part he has
taken in the persecution we have under-
gone during the last six years, and we
remember also the bitterness he has
shewn both in speech and manner when
any question affecting our rights has
been up for discussion. But it is not to
us alone that he is well known as an
anti-Catholic politician, for not many
years ago he posed before the whole

eople of Canada during that celebrated

aldimand election asthe chosen cham-
pion of our most inveterate enemies.
More recently we can call to mind how
he secured the nomination in Brandon
for his friend Dalton McCarthy, and how
he stumped the constituency, and also
spoke in Winnepeg, denouncing the
Catholic claims and doing his best to
keep alive in the Province the anti-
Catholic agitation which has had such
disastrous results.”

The bartering of Catholic rights in
order to get such a man in o his cabinet
will remain a stigme upon the character
of Mr. Laurier as & man whom his co-
religionists were once asked to regard
as & champion of their interests

LAURIER’S LOST OPPORTUNITY.

““ There is & tide in the affairs of man
which taken at the flood,” &c., says
England’s greatest dramatist.

At every turn in life persons who are
bewailing their circumstances little
fancy how many golden opportunities
they have allowed to pass which would
have changed the whole current of their
career.

What a splendid opening to achieve

imperishable fame was offered to
Premier Laurier in connection with the
settlement of the Scheol Question?
What & magnificent occasion on which
to proudly proclaim his religious belief,
to stand in the breach between Green-
way and Sifton and the innocent chil-
dren of his nationality and faith !
But he failed! Qur country muast
suffer the consequences, and our Catholic
children must bear the taunt that the
religion they profeas is only tolerated in
the so-called National schools.

OUR OWN PROYVINCE.

The last session of the eighth parlia-
ment of the Province of Quebec opened
on the 17th inat. under circumstances
that are not without promise of fruitful
legislation, advantageous to all classes
of the population. The course of events
in this province—by antiquity and con-
stitutional recognition the pivotal pro-
vince of the Dominion—may be eaid to
furnish a key to the state of sentiment
and material progress of the country at
large. In this province were enacted
the successive scenes in the drama of
the old regime, and it has naturally pre-
served more of the flavor of that period
than any other part of Canada. For
thirty years after the conquest it virtu-
ally represented the whole of New
France, due allowance being of course
made for the separate existence of the
Maritime Provinces. The filty years of
more or less troubled political life that
followed the passage of the constitutional
act of 1791 form an instructive portion
of our annals. How the long strnggle
with the oligarchy closed in a rash
appeal to arms, and how, after the re-
pression of the rebellion, the two pro-
vinces were united under a common
executive and legislature, our readers
will remember, The union, though it
was the parent of .some compromises
and several important reforms, was not
destined to be permanent. It prepared
the way for the more comprehensive
federal system eslublished by the pas
sage of the British North America Act
in 1867. By that system the provincial
independénce assured by the Constitu.
tional Act of 1791 was restored, but it
was restored under conditions that made
independence more worth posséssing
than before. The very first sitting of
the Legislature under the'Constitutional
Act had made it clear that the French-
Canadians would be satisfied with noth-
ing less: than the"fullest acknowledg-

mother tongue.; -The -election of a
‘French-Canadian speaker brought on the

ment of their right to the use of their.
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likely  that our- fellow-countrymen
would part with' it ‘under the 80
called Union regime. That Lord Dur
ham’a purpose in his famoos report wag
to effect a gradual fusion of the two ele
ments of the population and to make
the English language the sole mediym
for the interchange of ideas in publig
life cannot ‘well be denied. Saxon angd
Norman had united to form.the popyla.
tion and the speech of England, the Celt
baving previously amalgamated to 4
considerable extent with the Teutonic
invaders, and this development seemeq
to His Lordship a fair precedent for the
two races in Canada to follow. His
previsions were not, however, camied
out. Although the Union Act embodjed
a clause making English the sole official
language, M. (afterwards Sir) L. H
Lafontaine set the example of using
French, and, insisting on the right to
use it, succeeded in having the obnoxious
clause removed, and a special amend-
ment formally made French, equally
with English, the language of the State,
Another great question was settled dur-
ing the Union régime by the acknowiedg-
ment of the people’s right to a Govern-
ment responsible to themselves, through
their elected representatives. Not less
important was the introduction of s
common school system which, while
providing the advantages of education
for every class, element and creed in the
two provinces, was so adjusted totne
traditions and circumstances of the two
main sections of the people—the Catho-
lic majority in Lower and minority in
Upper Canada, and the ‘Protestant ma-
jority in Upper and minority in Lower
Canada—that no parent was forced
to send his child to & school
where his religious training waas
neglected or to pay for a schooling
of which he did not couscientiously ap.
prove. The conduct of the majority in
this Province has always been exceed-
ingly genercus to the minority in this
matter, and it was considered no slight
triumph for the cause of good education
and fairness to minorities when the
Upper Canadians were induced to adopt
a syastem equally tolerant and just. The
wheels of material progress received
under the Union an impetus which
prepared the way for the accelerated
movement of the Confederation period.
But while this Province—and Montreal
especially—have gained by the grander
enterprises, commercial and industrial,
of the new era inaugurated in 1867, it
must on the other hand be admitted
that by the opening up of the vast ex-
panse of Western Canada and the direc-
tion of people’s thoughts to the extent,
resources and fitness for colonization of
the new region, the still unoccupied
tracts and manifold productions of our
own ancient Province were to a great
extent loat sight of. While our public
men were helping to boom the Prairie
Province and the Territories beyond it,
and to convince the world that the
plains of the great Canadian North-West
were a very paradise for the immigrant
from “Europe, the rich lands watered by
our own great rivers, the settlement of
which ought to have been their first
care, were hardly ever mentioned. Nor
was the neglect of our proper heritage
in this way the only mistake com-

mitted i those early yeam of
Federal rule. What we have most
to deplore 1is the fact that of

our French-Canadian farming population
whose minds were unsettled by hearing
so much of the distant and so little of
the near, most of those who left their
native province to seek new homes, mi-
grated not to the Northwest but to the
New England or Middle or Weatern
States of the Union. In due time our
public men realized the mistake that
had been committed, and for some time
past attention has been diligently direct-
ed to the untold wealth of soil, of forests,
of mines, of fisheries within the border
of the Province of Quebec.

THE report which we publish of Mr.
John Morley’s great speech at Glasgow,
recently, shows that that distinguished
statesman and writer is as staunch and
true o friend of Home Rule for Ireland
as ever he was, and that he is thoroughly
acquainted with the actual position of
the movement. His warning to the
enemies of the popular cause not, to mis-

understa d the tranquility which now
prevails in Ireland is no lesstimely toan
gincere and important. Mr. Morley 18
the most far-seeing of modern British
statesmen.

. THE name of the Hon. Bourke Cockran
is mentioned as Attorney-General in the
McKinley, Cabinet. It is hardly likely,
howev: r, that the great Irish American
orator would enter a Republican admin=
istration. In his powerful eflorts to

secure the election of McKinley, Mr.
Bourke Cockran was acting as a go
Democrat whose opject was to force out
of hia party the anarchistic element.

$A1D Mr. Marchand in his recent spesch
at the Monument National : .

“«If Iam called upon to form a Cabi-
net, one of ‘the leading articles of m
programme will be to give.to the youtn,
.of our Province evety advantage which
should be found in the schools.”” - -

In what schools? In.the schools
.which Mr. Marchand’s Dominion leader

lic.  Of Irish descent, he has always

question ard it was quickly decided.
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