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dandy was a pair of boots witlh deep tops
reaching a little below the knee to the
ankle, showing an interregnum of silk
stocking.

Parliament may now no longer ad-
journ over the Derby; breeches and top
boots as every day costume may bave
yielded to golf stockings and bicy cle
knickers': the coming of a horseless age
may be defiiitely foretold, but this mich
is certain, the love of man for horse is
ceoeval with the centuries of time. It
seems an elemnentarv principle iii human
nature. It las stood the test of the ages,
and iii these latter days, though the
bicycle inay glide snooth-tired over our
busy citv streets and our quiet country
roads, though the motor eycle, ini ail its
ugliness, mnay carry us in its train; for
purposes of recreation and exercise, if
not for utility, the horse will still hold

his place.
In the United States n1o other circum-

stanîce has so marked the social progress
and refinemeit of the present generation
as the cultivation of the horse. To
attain distinction in American society
one nust now be able to ride cross-coun-
try and drive a coach and four. Among
the Four H1undred, as New York society
is absurdly called, riding is a necessary
part of a womn's education. The effect
of these htealithful purslits shows itself

in the physicaîl improvenent of the latter

day Anericanîî young men and women.
They are a strong-limbed, talil and lusty
race, and the thiin, weazened stunted
grow-th familiar iii the post belluim days

is passing away under the most excel-
lent iitluence of athlctic sports. When
the social history of the last ten years
in America comes to be written, the
decade just past will doubtiess be called
the " horsey lige."

No oneu eveit has had sucli an effect in
the direction of encouraging the equine
passion tlian the horse show. This is an
age of showx s. There are dog shows, ct
shows, sheep show-s, bicycle shows and
motorcycle shows, but the greatest of
these is the liorse show. The horse show,
as itis iow established in the United
States, is sui genieris. It is a product of
modern Amnerican life, where much is
done for effect-where people make a
fashionable cuit the medium of showing

themselves. It is the mode rnapotype of
the touriimleit of the mithlle ages and
the gladiatorial contest of old Roman
days. Arounil the arena bality is on
parade, frills and feathers flotter frivo-
lously, the world of fashion is showing
itself aloing with the herses, and while
the proceedings iii the ring are the cause
of the gathlering, there are mai-ny other
results. " ilorse Show " or " Clothes-
horse Show"-hichever it nay be
called-iii iNew York anîd other large
Anerican cities it is now the greatest
social eveit of the year. It is a product
of rapid growthi. The first National
Hors.Sliow in Anerica was held iii New
York iii tle autumn of 1885. Il the first
year the attendaice w-as snall anîld the
euithusiasm slight; but once fairly start-
ed, it spranig ito popularity, until now
there is no other oîcasion or evenat of
annual recurrence in the United States
whiich lbrings together so notable and
faslhionableu a gatherig. Hell ini Madi-
son Sqna re Grardenis, a nagiificeit buiild-
ing constructed for the purpose, in an
amphitheatre capable of seating 10,000
)eole, soine 50,000 spectators paiss in
and out of the structure-during tlie eek.
The profits aie large, sometimes, it is
said, reIchinig $100,000, and it is ont Gf
these receipts that the imiense build-
inig of receut coistruction is iaii-
tainîed. The American newspapers,
wich ciiiot refrain fron re(icing
everythiiig to dollars aid ceiits, and
judging importance by that standard,
estimate that the show causes the expeni-
diture of $2.000,000 yearly iii horses.
carriages, clothes, seats, diniers and
other necessities or lixuries. The exhi-
bition of liorses is such as is seen ne-
where else ini the world. The oid coutry
show at Islinîgton or Dublin may\- sur-
pass New York in fli breeding classes
and inunters, lbut in hanenss horses
and roadsters the Amnerican show now
probably leads the unilverse. The ele-
meits of furbelws and faslioi ani the
gaping throngs who stare at the beau-
ties in the boxes inustead of those in the
tanbark ring, are ail distasteful to the
true horseman, but he observes these
things not without somie satisfaction, as
he knows the Horse Show will lead pos-
sibly te the education of these unen-


