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the expansion of Canadian literature o

and the expression of higher Canadian n

thought in a strictly national sense was s
The Canadian Magazine. We do not
think Canadian literature, Canadian f
readers, or Canada itself, has lost by our t

entrance on the field-until then the un- f
disputed territory of The Canadian
Magazine.

À glance at the long list of those who

have contributed to our three volumes,
will demonstrate that it 'will be well-

nigh impossible to procure a more

natioflally representative aggregation of

writers and artiaits. The work of these

has gone forth among the people of

Canada and among the people of other
lands bearing, with At its own convincing
tale of Canada's literary productiveness.
The f requent references to, and quotations
from MASSEY'S in the leading reviews
and other journals in the States, in Eng-

land, and wherever the English language
is spoken, testif y the recognition that we

have been able to secure for Canadian

literature and for Canadian art in other

lands. We believe that this ean be done

still more successfully by a combination
of our resources, of our f acîlities and ex-

perience, with those of the only other

Magazine thathas been similarly accept-

ed at home and abroad as representative
of the national literary life of Canada;

and in announcing that in future The

Canadian and Masse y's Magazines will

appear as one publication, we do so with

the fullest assurance that the atep that

has been taken will enhance the interest

of ail concerned. As we have already

suggested, the field in a new and sparse-
ly populated and territorially extensive

country like Canada is necessarily a

limited one. We dlaim, and we think

our dlaim will be admitted by ail, that

The Canadian and Massey's Magazines

have demonstrated that it is possible to
produce a magazine, the work of Cana-
dian littérateurs and artists that will

compare f avorably with the magazines of

any other country. If this has been

done while the two journals were entirely
independent, how much more can be

accomplishied when the field is lef t en-

tirely to one-that one com~prising al

that i s best in the two. Our subscribers
may feel some regret at losing in part an

Id friend, but that they will gain by
eceiving the double magazine at the

ame price that they had paid for
ne, cannot be questioned, and we look
orward for an even increased impetus
o the growth in Canadian literature
rom the combination of the resources of
The Canadian and Massey's Magazines.

THE LETTER Being beyond the pale of the
OR strictly doctrinal circle, we

THE SPIRIT. regard the recent arraign-

ment of Dr. Watson (Ian Maclaren) on a

charge of heresy as one of those works
of supererogation which do more to un-

settle the faith of man than all the

onslaughts of avowed atheism. Mere

doctrine, or finer distinction of doctrine,
is notthe needof the day. For nearly a

quarter of a century " higher criticism,"
armed with archSological, geological,
and other scientific data, has been prick-

ing here and poking there until it is

doubtful if, so far as the Old Testament

is concerned, there is a single evangeli-

cal Protestant sect, a majority of whose

cultured members are at one on doctrine.

As long as it could, " higher criticism"

hid its head within the four walls of

theological seminaries and other haunts

of professordom. The most publicity it

allowed itself was an occasional encyclo-

pedie treatise, which, in the nature of

things, reached only the few. Earnest
theologicalprofessors and devout divines

were afraid to give to their flocks "the

truths " they had learned in the privacy
of the study. Some, in their sermons,

ventured a few steps beyond the limits

of old-time orthodoxy; and the keen,
vigilant heresy hunter, the being to whom

doctrine is the foundation-not the roof

-of religion, was after them at once.

The cat was out of the bag. The day of

full publicity had arrived. Sensational

heresy trials on both sides of the Atlan-

tic, notablythoseof ProfessorsRobertson-
Smith and Briggs in Scotland and the
States respectively, made the masses

aware that the very authenticity of por-

tions of the Bible was being questioned
among those who were the most renown-

ed champions of the Bible.
Agnosticism crowed loudly, of course,

and weak men wavered, but what check-

ed the former and strengthened the latter


