* at Iength Todged at Oxford, under the care of Dr. Barlow, after-
~wards bishop of Lincoln. These tracts were subsequently oftered

THE PEARL : DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE AND RELIGION.

ANECDOTES OF BOOKS AND AUTHORS,

We are indebted 1o D’Isracli’s ¢ Curiosities uf Literature’’ for
the following extraordinary calculation of the number of books
printed from the first invention of the art. A curious arithmeti-
cian has discovered that the four ages of typography have pro-|
duced no less than 3,641,560 works ! Taking each work at lhree
volumes, and reckoning each impression to consist of only three‘
hundred copies, which is a very moderate supposition, the actual
amount of volumnes which have issued from the presses of Europe,
up to the year 1816, appears to be 3,277,640,000 ! And if we
suppose euch of the volumes to be an inch in thickness, they
would, if placed ina line, cover 6,069 leagucs ! Leibnitz face-
tiously maintained that such would be the increase of literature,
that future generations would find whole cities insufficient to con-
tain their libraries. ¢ We are, however, indebted,”” says this
entertaining writer, ¢ to the patriotic endcavour of our grocers
and trunk-makers, the alchemists of literaturo ; they annibilate
the gross bodies without injuring the finer spirits.”

Drelincourt on Death.—When Drelincourt first published his
worlt on Death, he was so totally diszppointed in its sale, that he
complamed to Daniel Defoe, the author of ** Robinson Crusoe,””
of the injury he was likely to sustain by it. Daniel asked him if
. le had blended-nny thing marvellous with his advice ; he replied ||
that he had not. - *¢ If you wish to have your book sell,” said
Defoe, ¢ [ will put you in a way 3"’ hethen sat down and wrote
thestory of the Apparmon, which is to be found at the end of
the book, and which is alleged as a proof of the appcarance of

ghosts v
- Locke’s Essay.—We are not aware that any writer, not ex-

“cepling Lord King, the recent biographer of "Locke, has noticed

one of the most curious particulars in the history of the studies of|
our philosopher. Itappears that his memorable discovery or de-
velopement of that new system of the ‘¢ Association of Ideas”’
was an ofter-thought. It did not appear in the first edition of the
¢ Essay on the Human Understanding ;’* and when he sent it

forth to the world, Locke cerlainly was not aware of the surpris-|
We learn this!

ing novelty which las immortalized his name.
from a manuscript letter which accompanied the new edition on
its presentation to Siv Hans Sloane.
T -  Dutes Dec. 2, 1669,

o Ilook the hberty to scnd you, just befmc I lelt the town, the
* Tnst edmon of 3 my ‘Lssay. 1do'not intend you should. have itj
gratls. There are gwo new clnplcrs incit: one,'of tlm ¢ Assocm-
a8 c{ nnother of ¢ Em.husmqm
pect you should Teud, und give me your, gpmmn fin riklv upon
Thouvfh 1 h we made mher Juarge additions, yet it would be ) mal\e
you pay. too dearto expect you should be at.the tesk to find them
“out and read them. You will do very fiiendiy by me if you
forgive me the wasling your time on these bico chaplers.

Pamphlels of George TIT---In tho yoar 1762, the British
Muscum was cariched, by the munificence of George III., with

a most valuable collection of thirty thowzand tructs and pamphlets, .

relative to the history of England during the civil wars,

chicfly onthoe royal side, were printed, but never published. |

|
The'lw thy, because he was travelling on foot
. . L Awortby 200 s W ave; .

whole ure Lound in two thousand volames, of whichone hundr“d,; 9 . @

“‘the life of Sir William Wallace poured a tide of Scottish prejudices
into his veins, which would boil along them till the flood-gates of
life were shut in eternal rest.’> e adds, speaking of his retired
life in early youlh, * this kind of life, the cheerless gloom of a
hermit, and the toil of a galley-slave, brovght me to my sixteenth
year, when love made me a poel.”

Delrius.—Amongst the various instances of literary precocity,

i| perhiaps that of the learned Delrius is the most extraordinary. At

the early age of nineteen he published a work illustrative of Se-
neca, quoting 100,000 different authors.

Pascal.—Pascal, when only eleven years of age, wrote a trea-
tise on sounds. At twelve he had made himself master of Euclid’s
Elements without the aid of ateacher. When only sixteen le
published a treatise on Conic Sections, which Descartes was
unwilling to believe could have heen produced by a boy of his
age. YWhen only nineteen he invented the arithmetical instru-
ment, or scale for making calculations.

A French Youth.—The French newspapers of August, 1760,
gave an account of a boy only five years of nge, whose precacity
of talent excecded even that of Pascal himself. ITe was intro-
duced to lhe assemb]y of the academy of Montpelier, where a
great number of questions were put to him on the Latin lunguarre,
onsacred and profane history, ancient and modern, on mythploay,
geooraphy, chronology, and even philosophy, and the elements
of the mathematics ; all which he answered with so much accu~-
racy, that the academy gave him a most honourable certificate..

Spanish and French Literature.—Books were so scarce in
Spain in the tenth century, thut several monasteries had among
them only one copy of a Bible, one of Jerome's Epistles, and
one of several other religious books. There are some curious
instances giver by Lupus, abbot of Ferrieris, of the. extreme scar-
city of classical manuscripts in the middle of the ninth century.
He was much devoted to literature ; and from his letters, ap-
pears to have been indefatigable in his endeavours to find out such
manuscripts, in order to borrow and copy them. In aletter to
the pope, he carnostly requests of him a copy of Quintilian, and
of a treatise of Cicero : * For,”” he adds, ‘ though we have
some fragments of them, "a complete copy is not to be’ found in
France.”” In two other of his letters, he requests of a brother
abbot the Joan of several manuseripts, which he assures [um shall
be copied, and returned as soon as posslble by a ﬁuthf—'nl messen-
ger. Anclher tlmeha sent a- specm] measenver 10 borrow a. manu-
seript, promxsm g that he would take very great care of 1t,,nn;L1'e-
turn it by a safe opportumty, nnd requesting' lhe person who' ]cnt
itto’ lum if he were asked 1o whom he had ]cnt i, to lcply, to
somé near relauons of his own, who had been very urgent to
borrow it. _Anotlmr:manuscrlpt, ‘which he seems to have prized
much, and'a loan of which had been so irequently requested,
that he thought of banishing it somewhere, that it might not be
destroyed or lost, he tells a friend lie may, perhaps, lend him
when hLe comes to see hitn, hut that he will not trust it to the
messenger who had been seat for it, though a monk, and trust-

Ingenuity.—A man presented to Queen Elizabeth a bit of

This collection was commenced for the use of Charles [ by a“p'lpet', of the size of a finger-nail containing the ten command-

clergyman of the name of Thompson, and was earricd about
England as the parliamentary army marched,
tor’s warchouses, disguised as tables covered with canvass ; and

to the library 2t Oxford, and were at last bought for Charles 11,
by his stationer, Samuel Mearke, whose widew endeavoured to
dispose of them, by leave of the said king, in 1684 ; but it is
believed they continucd unsold till George the Third bought
them of Mearke’s representativea.  Ina printed paper it is said,
that the collector Lad rofused tonr thousand pounds for them.
Translations.—It has been said that a translation, in gencral,
exhibits the same sort of resemblanse to the eriginal as the wrong:!
side of the tapestry docs to the right. In seme cases it does not |

Lept in the colleo—i

evan do that. Sir Joha 'ringle published a medical book, where-
in he says he cured a soldier of a violent scurcy, by prcscribinr

two quarts of the Dog-and-Duck water, to Le drank every morn-|

ing before dinner.
sician, this remedy is
Juck and a deg !
Wakefield's Pope.—One of the grossest literary blunders of,
modern tiwes is that of the lato Gilbert Wakefield, in Lis edition
of Pope. Ile there takes the well-known *¢ Eong, by a Person

s specified to be two quarts of 4refh made ofa'

of Quatity,”” which is a pieco of ridicule on the glittering umel'nl{

nonsense of certain poets, as aserions composition. In a most|
copious coummentary, he proves that every line seems unconnect-
ed with its brothers, and that the whole reflects disgrace on its
antlior ! A circumstancewhich too evidently shows how neces-
sary the knowledge of modern literary history is to a modern con:-
mentator, ond that those who are profound in verbal Greek are
not the best critics in English writers. Z

In a translation of this book l:y o French ph)-é

- Burus.—Burns, in his autobiography, informs us, that a life of
Hannibal, which he read whena boy, raised the first stirrings of
his enthusiasm ; aud headds, with his own fervid expression, that

ments, tho creed, and the Lord’s prayer ; together w ith her name,
and the date of the year. The whole counid be read with specta-

'teles, which he had himself made.

Doctor Faustus.—The whole library of the Scilly Isles con~
sisted about a century ago, of the Bible and the History of Dr,
Faustus.,  The island was populous ; and the western peasants
being generally able to read, the conjuror’s story had been hand-
ed from house to house, until, from perpetuai thumbing,

his enchantmems or his eatastrophe was left legible. On this
alarming conjuncture, a meeting was called of the principal in-

|inhabitants, and a proposal was made, and unauimously approved,
'that, as soon as the season permitted any intercourse with Corn-

wall, a supply of books should be sent for. A debate now began,
in order to ascertain what those books should be ; and the result
as, that an order should be transmitted to an eminent bookseller

‘at Pcnmncu, for him to send them another Dr. Fauslus !

German Second Editions.—The London Quarterly Review
states a curious custom among the. German literati ; the second
edition of a German work is generally much altered from the first,
and admits not only variations of statement, but often direct con-
tradictions to its former self. ¢ We have heard,” says the re-
viewer, ““ that Jacobi, no inconsiderable man, published a book
turning much on a distinction, unknown i this country, between
the reason and the understanding ; but the second had append-
ed to it this important erratum for the benefit of those readers who
might still wish to make use of their original copies, ¢ Wherever
you find understanding rend reason, and wherever you find
reason read undersianding.” This is as bad as the erratum of
a military dictionary which said, for < artillery read men,”
and for ¢ mounled rangers read drum and fife

"alue of Books.—Anthony Panormita, a learned Sicilian, in
the fificenth century, sold an estate that he might be able to pur-
chase a copy of Livy.

little of}|

account in a letter writtén by Panormita himself, to Alphonsus,
kirg of Naples, to whom he was secretary. It is as follows :
¢« Sir,—You have informed me from Florence that ‘the books'of. . -
Livy, written in a fair hand, are to be sold, and that they ask fur L
them 120 crowns. [ beseech your majesty to canse to be sent.lo.
me this king of books, and T will not fail to send the money for it.
And I entreat your prudence to let me know whether Poggins ot
I does better; he who, to purchase a farm near Florence, sesll
Livy, or I who, to purchase the book written with his own hand,
sell my land > Your goodness and modesty indnce me to put this
familiar question to you. Farewell, and triumph > It is to be
hoped that the king sent him Livy, without subjecting him to the.
necessity of parting with his land. for the book.

Biblio Maniacs.—Among other follies of the age of paper,
which took place in England at the end of the reign of Georgs IIL.,
a set of book-funciers, who had more money than wit, formed
themselves into a club, and appropriately designated themselves.
the Biblio-Maniacs. Dr. Dibdin was their organ ; and among
the club were several noblemen, who, in other respects, were
esteemed men of sense. ~ Their rage was, not to. estimate books.
according to their intrinsic worth, but for their rarity.  Hence,
any volume of the vilest trash, which was scarce, merely because.
it never had any sale, fetched fifty or a hundred pounds ; bnt if it
were but one of two or, three known copies, no _ hmlts couId be
set to the price. Books altered in the mle-page, or in: 4 ledf, or
any trivial clrcumstnnce wluch varied a few copies,. were bought”
by: these soi- disant maniacs, . nt one, two, or three- hundrei ‘
pounds, though the copies were not really worth more than three-.
pence per pound. A trumpery edition of Boceacio, said to be one
of two known copies, was thus bought by a noble marquls for
14751, though, in two or three years afterwm_'ds, e resold it for
500{. First editions of all authors, and editions by the first clumsy
printers, were never sold for less than 501., 1001., or 200/,

To keep cach other in countenance, these persons formed
themselves into a club, and, afier a duke, one of their fraternity,
called themselves the Roxzburghe Club. To gratify them, fac-
simile copies of clumsy editions of trumpery books were reprint- o
ed ; and, in'some cases, it became worth the whjle of more in-" _
genious persons to play off forgeries upon then. Thls mania is s
considerably abated s and in . future ages it will be. ranked wuh
the tulip and plclule mania, during Whl(-h estntes‘were' gwen for-f
up le ﬂowc;s and pxctures. ' ‘

-k

m d!ey..of remnrlcs in reference to Pope the poet, ‘ :
for the amusement of ¢ our rcaders :—** Anotlser class of pamphlets,,
writ by Roman. Calhohcs, is that of pacms wntten clneﬁy by A
Pope, ‘hiniself a gentleman of that name. -le p1ssed aiways‘
among most of his acquaintance for. what is commonly called a
Whig 5 for it seems the Romish politicians are divided, as well as
Popish missienaries,  However, one Z'sdras, an apothecary; as.
he qualifies himseif, has published a pipiug-hot pamphlet against
Mr. Pope’st Rape ol the Lock,” whiclt he entitles, * A Key to the
Lock,’ wherewith be pretends to unlock nothing Jess than a plot
in that poem against the last and this present ministry and govern-
ment.>”.

A blunden has been recorded of the monks in the dark ages,
which was likely enough to happea when their ignorance was so
dense. A rector going to law with his parishioners about puving
the-church, quoted this authority from St. Peter @ ¢ Paveam 1lli,.
non paveam ego,”” which he construed, ¢“They are to phve the
church, not L.>*  This was allowed to be good law by the judge, -
himsélf an ecclesmauc too ! h

Convemenl Arrangement. —The Pmtley (L’nn ) Adveruser .
states -that u white hen belonging to Mr. Woodrow, of the Rail-
way . Wharf [nn, hos lately taken a great liking for raitway travel—-
ling, and for some time has been a daily passenger to Paisley.
She has no money, of course, to pay her fare, but she scorng lo
impose upon the guard. She therefore works her passage faith-
fully, and pays bim in kind by laying bim an egg every day she
comes to town, an arrangement deemed perfectly satisfactory te
both parties.

He who foresces calamities, suffers them twice over.
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