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which occupy an-adjoinirig ease; and arve the largest ser-
pents in the collection, weve noxt supplied with. two . or
three ducks.: The largest python instantly seized one,
and Llnew one foldlound it. Ho thenremained porfectly
motionless, appearing to be satisfied with having seeured
the bird, and did not'at once kill it. -The duck did not
seem at ﬁ1 st much concerned at suchunusual treabment,

::but soon beeame restless, on which the python tlfrhtoued

. the fold, and in about a minute had quite destroyed it.
Having waited for soire minutes, as if to malke sure that
life was extinet, he slowly unwound his. coil from the
body, and touched it-with his muzzle, ninving it about till
he had: found: the head. The idea oflubrication with sali-

va,now.quite exploded; ev1dent;ly arose-from this habit
of feelmg over the body with the mouth, Having taken.
the head into his mouth, he began to swallow the carcass,
his jaws stretching to.an immense extentto allow-of its:

‘ passage. . When he found.any. difficulty he uged:the part.
of his body which lay.neavest to it to push it gently, and
consideriug the apparont difficulty was,tiot long in com-
pletnw the meal.  The supply of :food is never stinted,.
-and we, beheve that it is not uncommon for a python to,
devour six or eight ducks and rabbits on-one. day.

The colub1 ine snales might with propriety, be termed:
']e(rlcss lizards, as, with tho exception of the want of limbs,:
they are in most respects similar.in.str ucture to the.

' _A fine lively specimen of the Bengal ratsnake

Was fed Wlth half a dozen frogs, whlch he pux sued - with -

gxe'it speed round. the enclosure; ‘and, drwmg them one:

by one into.a’ ‘corner, selzed aud swalowed Lhem in splte L

) of their st uggles : o et

We will now : tum to t.he venomous ser pents and,\
in partlculal the 1attlesnakes The keeper;having . put:
two young. guinea-pigs into. the case,.one of. the .snakes
mstantly struck at. that nearest to hnn The .guinea-;
plg a.huost; immediately showed signs. of, gxddmess, but




