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CTUE TARTY ¥ DEBATE.

'lhe debute on Sir John A. Macdonald's
amendment {0 - the  resolutions of the
Government embodying theiv fiseal policy
has brought'fommd several gentlemen
who have not hitherto takena prominent

. partin the.discussions in the House.. Mr.
Dulton ”\Ichthy the new member for
‘Cardwell, and Mr, Charlton, member for
Nor th '\*orfolk, spoke on opposite sldes,‘

‘aud, if: we. may: judge by -the- array of
figures . quoted by both gentlemen, they -
had made eonsxdemble preparation. . On:
- subjects sucl) as'that-under consideration

figures ‘are. mchspensnbly necessary, but

. greab.care must be taken to subject them :

:to the closest scrutmy as they are often
misleading, and not unfrequiently used to
establish the foxeﬂone couclusxons of the
. .speaker. \I}' Charlton, who is_a strong
© free tmdor asks the guestion : “1lad we

“ &mythm gto complam of at the present-
“.Hag to the state. and development of our:
o ‘J“ ‘manufactures ? "In 1875 the - exportation

R of domestic manufactures was §2,203 ,000, .

o z and in 1876 it had increased to $3,164,-
sulely an mcxease of 38 per cenb .

40005
CHin oue )esxr Wwas'a satlsfactmy

e‘lu

“for: any. industry - to make, and--he
“ventured' "to 'say . that in 10 other
“ country; whether free trade or. protec-
“ tionist, could be shown. a better exhi-
“Ybit.” Now we.are ready to admit that
the figures cited by Mur. Charlion ave cor-
rect, and that the deduction from those
figures appears to be plausible and calcu-
lated to ‘support that' gentleman’s [ree
trade argument, but we must, at the same
time, deny that they convey an accurate
description of the real facts. It was, no
doubt, convenient to- compare the year
1876 with 1875, a year of greatly reduced
exports, instead of with 1873, but Mr.
Charlton, when he undertook to deal with
the exports of nmnufuctmcs, in. order to
establish - their development, ought to
have gone a little more into detail, and to
have shewn in ‘What branches of out infant
manufactures there was such "reah Pros-
perity. Not, lm\'m« been satisfied with
the genoral statement of Mr, Charlton we
bhave endeavored to ascertain for ourselves
what particular trades are in such a flour-
ishing condition as that which he has indi-
cated. The e\pblt of extract of hemlock
bark.was $230,229 in 1875and $379,258 in
1876. In 1873 it was only §106,000. Now
it is at le'lst open to grave doubt whether
{ho increased e\poxt of this article is ad-

vantageous to our interests.” A few years

ago there were urgent represenhhom to,

the Government to endeavor to restrain
its exportation by a plo]ubxtmy duty‘ It
may well be doubted whether this in-
creass of ‘aliout \1‘;0 000 is ‘a stbjeet for
congratulation. . T hen tlxele is an increase

inthe e\pox-t ofir on and har dw are of nearly .
. $100,000. '.In the years previous to 1876

no distinetion is made between ¥ pig.and
serap iron " and, “ iron ind hardsw are,' so

that no fair comparison can be made, but -
of the $292 211“eipolté’d in 1876 no less

than $196,928 "was ¢ pig and scrap,’’ and
we must own that ive should have thouglit

At o much me'\tex subject of congratula-

tion to the House and the countl 'y if M.

Chmlton had beeu able to shew that our

pig and serap uon Lad been used’at home
in owr domestic’ manumctures Wood
manufactures are better chssxﬁed’m 18

than in former years, aud “e are, there~
foxe, ‘unable’ to’ mst‘.ltute a compmuson on

‘any’ ’u'txcle but’ bha.b wluch is probably the :
most impor tant, v17 o3 “sug:u' boxes.” In.
wood goods cenexahy there is no nmtelml :
difference between 1875, and 1876, but in
.both years there is a lamentakle falling off

from'1872 and. 1873. T Adverting, however,

:to Mr. Charlton’s’ years, sugai boxes were
,$‘)SS 630 in’ 1875 and $205,160 i m 1376, In‘
' 1873 they wor

$11 ,101; It wxll be bm ne

in mmd tlmt 1 »Chm]ton s n"gxeun.to m-

“-cx ease of exports W as 8871 ,340.. ‘Ve luwe :

My

accounted for $244,060 under the heads
of hemlock: bark” and iron.” The great
item of incrense is in leather and its man.
ufactures These were $1 100,981 in 1876
and $527,348 in 1875, or an increasc of
$678,638. - In this article there bas been
# great improvement in the classification,
as until 1876 it was all classed as “lew
ther.” . Of the large quantity exported in
1876 no less than $956,379 was “sole dnd
upper leather,”.and, we confess, s in the
case of pig and scrap iron, we doubt
whether the country is to be congratu-
Jated on sending off the raw material of a
very Important manufacture.  The total
amount of boots and shoes expo'l ted in
1876 was $83,279, but we have no means
of instituting ‘a comparison between the
exports of this article in 1876 and those of
{former years.  There was also an inereaso
in grindstones. in 1876 ‘over 1875 to tho
extent of $23,196, that utensil being an
entirely new article of export, not having
bg:cn' noted -at all until 1875, when it
was $2,5650. - We' now conie to “sewing
machines ’—the value of which in 1875
was $254,510, and in 1876, $305,7 49, an
increasc of @01,239. As aslight drawbacek
to this increase we may' notice that the
average values in 1875 were about 2 ench
machine higher than'i in 1876, while in 1873
both the number mld zwem"e value was
conbldembly higher “than in’ 1876, ° We
have more Lhnn accounted n,h'eady for the
aggr egute inerense of e\p01 ts in 1876 over

'JSto ‘We cannot. undertake to go tlnon«vh

the whole hst but in-some items there
was fxﬂlm" oﬁ as’in books, \\lnch were

£45,634 in 1875 and 20,579 in 18765 ayp-
sum or plustel, 540,&09 in~1876 and $32,-
063 in 1876, On the other hand, woollens
were $17,954- in 1875 and §45,249 in 1876,
It must, howerver, bo mnoted that in 1873
the e\polb oi‘ cypsum was £121,220 and of
woollens, $52,780." W'e shiall not " weary
our lcadexs wwh nny mme detmls, but we

“grust that we have, cst’lbhshed our point,

which was that, by wholly omitting details,
Charlton . gave ‘o’ ‘completely false
colormg to hls plctme of “the state and
development of our mmmfnctures," and

‘that the result is anythmﬂ' bub ey, satis-

f.xctmy‘ e\hlbxt " We! concur in’ mm,h
tlmt Mr. Cluulton stnted as to the ‘eansc
of blle dep1 essmn \V > have never joined
wlth those _who l}ave held the Government
as responsible for that depression.: There

. can’ be no . doubt that i in: addition to the

causes 'which we have OIS thin once in-
dlcnted, viz,; the’ introduction of a lm‘go
amount of fox-ewn cu.pxtu,l W Inch necessm i-
ly stm?uln.ted b ade, the mﬂn.tmn in the nd-

) Jommg States led toan n.bnorma.l dexmmd
.for our, lumbex.

It ‘xoay. be worth notmg
the exports of i plnnks, baar ds and Joxsts




