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THE MORTLAKE PEERAGE.

(From Ciambers's Journal.)

CHAPTER I .

My next stop, after seeing Miss Onslow, was to proceed
to Sandgate, and call at the addresses given me of the
doctor and lodging-house keeper. The latter I could not
find; she had,]lft the town, and no one knew where she
vas now living. The doctor, I discoverod, had given up
practising, and had taken up his residence at Folkstone ;
so I had ta hark back to that town, where eventually I
found him. Dr. Scudamore proved to be a very gentlemanly
old man, in no way disposed to be reticent. He remem-
bered the whole affair. He thought the young lady was
good-looking, but not very strong-minded. And somehow
he imagined she was not happy, and tried to gain lie
confidence, but could not. Both mother and child were
strong and healthy; in the whole of his practice ho never
saw a finer infant. He knew nothing of what bocame o
them after they left Sandgate, and could giva me n
information about Mrs. Pocock, the lodging-house keeper
]e, however, voluntarily stated that lie did not believ
that the lady he attended was dead. HO gave as hi
reason that, as ho was crossing fromi Calais to Dover no
many months since, he saw a lady whom ihe believed ta b
his former patient. She was attended by a gentleman
who seemed ta o lier husband, and had a large retinue o
servants. He bowed to lier, and she returned bis saluta
tion. I did not attach much importance to this, becaus
a bow from so courtly an old gentleman as Mr. Scudamore
I a:gued, even if given in mistake, would b almost sur
ta elicit a response. But Mr. Scudamore would not liste
to such an idea; he was confident that the lady was th
same person he had attended at Sandgate-only that sh
had grown more womanly and even more beautiful.

All this was very tantalising. I could not entirel
credit Mr. Scudamore's story; nar did I feel perfectl
satisfied with Lord Mortlake's assertion that bis wife wa
dead. I did not for one moment imagine that lie ha
treated his wife unhandsomely, or that she had bec
subjected ta any foul-play on his part. On the contrary,
had a strong conviction that ho had been deceived, an
that lie was in reality as nuch in the dark with regard t
her. existence and whoreabouts, as I was ; nevertheles
the conviction that Lady Mortilake was still alive h
become so rooted in my mind that I was not inclined
give credence ta anything to the contrary. It may
asked, why did I not go to Lord Mortlake and seek
solution of the mystery frot him ? At least ho cou
give me his grounds for asserting that bis wife was dea
That is ail perfectly true; but it was not practicable.
did not know where he was to b found. Lord Mortla
had not been in England for years. He had be
travelling in all parts of the world; and according
common report, had become a misanthrope, or been seiz
with a mania for trapping and hunting. At anyrate,
far as his friends knew, le was living somewhere in t
backwoods of America; and no one had any idea when
was likely to return.

One morning some time after this, I received a messa
from Miss-Onslow, who was seriously ill, requesting t
I would call upon ber. Accordingly, I went, and fou
the lady in her sick-room. I vas shocked and surprised
seoe ow much she was altered since I had last seen h
Always thin, sle had now shrunk into a more skelet
She beckoned me ta approacli hler, and whispered:
vant to speak ta you alone-before my sister comes ; th
if no time ta be lest. I am dying '.

' You can leave the room,' I said ta the woman
attendance. 'I want to have sone conversation with M
Onsilow of a private nature.'

& The doctor said she was not ta be lft,' answered
attendant sullenly.

& I will ring if there is any necessity,' I replied.
The woman glared at me; she did not answer, but

the room without a word.
As soon as the door was closed, Miss Onslow put

long thin hand out of the bed, and thrust into my hand

packet of old letters. 'Put them into your pocket,'
whispered. 'Don't lot her see themr; she is a spy.'

' What are they ?' I asked.
' Letters-their letters-the ones we suppressed.'
' Mr. and Mrs. Stanhope's ? ' I asked.
'Yes ' 'was the reply.
' The you were the cause of their separation ?'

She gazed at me piteously, and thon answered, & Ye
'God will judge you for that wicked act 1' I exclai

< Those' who separate lusband and wife will have mue
answer for.'

' The wild yoarnIng look in her .eyes came back,
she said: The thought of how we treated that poor
has been like a canker in my heart. I wish I had my t
over again.'

* A vain wish, my poor woman,' I said, softened by
anguish, ' and one that will not serve you.'

At this moment the door opencd, and anlother
woman, the very counterpart of Miss Onslow, only sto

and botter looking entered the room, and stalked ac
towards the sick woman 'who faintly ejaculated:
siter.'

a What il all this, Ann-and who is this gentlem
asked the new-coner sternly.

The sick woman essayed to answer-raised lier he

little from the pillow, and thon suddenly fell back.

was dead. She had been suffering, as I afterwerds lear

from heart-diease, and the Bhock of her sister's su

entrauce had killed lier.
rent home in a very sad nood, The scene I had

witnesad was so deeply impressed on my mind, that I THE MYSTERIES OF LONDON.
could net get rid at it-it haunlted me; while 1 was alnost Last year, according ta Col. Henderson's report, 26,170
unmnanned by the thoughlt that a soul had passed into new bouses, covering a length of eighty-six miles, were
et(rnity in such a-statc. In the hope that the perusal of built in the netropolitan police area, London, which now
the letters given me by the dead woman might distract my contains 4,788,657 persons-the largest number probably
attention fron those morbid ideas, I sat down and read ever packed within fifteen miles of a contre. Ont of this
themr. Thoro were more than twenty, some of s0 touching enormous multitude twenty-three children and 'oni hun-
and pathotic a character, that I was moved ta tears as I dred and fifty four adulte entirely lost. Thcir disappear -
rend thom. Mr. Stanhope's were full of love and tender- ance is one of the mysteries of London, upon which but
ness, urging his wife ta disclose their marriage ta lier little light is thrown by the fact that fifty-four
father, or to let hlim do so ; Yowing eternal fidelity, and bodies of persons found dead and unknown were buried
complaining that se didnotanswer lis letters. Bis w«ife's before identification. Thero were three times as many
at first expressed the most unbounded love ; but they people killed in the streets of London in 1881 as it cost to
gradually changed. It was evident to me that the storm Arabi's position at Tel-el-Kebir, ansd ten times as
Misses Onslow wero trying ta poison lier mid, and many wounded, the figures being-killed 252, wounded
persuade lier that she was deserted. When the idea first 3,400. Ther were 800 fires, 274 suicides, 1l murders and
dawned upon the young wife, lier agony of mind as only three, convictions, 470 burglasries and only 1 con-
expressed in her letters was intense; but shle evidently victions ; 27,228 persons were apprehended as drunk and
would not believe it and urged him to come and take ber diSorderly-a decrease of more thai 8 per cent. since 1881,
away. Poverty, she said, she could bear; but the thoIglst althoughi there lias been an inscrease of population of over

r that he had ceased to love ber, was maddening. Somie of 80,000. The temperance movement scens te be telling at
her letters were very incoherent, full of passionate love, last, oven in Londo--the proportion of apprehensions por
alternating with vows of hatred and revenge; and I CaIme 1,000 of population for the last four years being: 1878,

f ta the conclusion that the writer at these times was hardly 7,809; 1879, 7,345; 1880, 6,345 ; 1881, 5,698.
accountable for what shle wrote. The mystery ta me was,
how buman beings could have read these letters and acted Twa HuNnRED LES OF Ovaves.-Tlie joy causcd in

e sncb an inhuman part. two UNDE cILEs oF Os R.Theo caed n
s From one of Mr. Stanlope's later letters, it as gastrÉonoic aSnd epicureani circles hy M. Olsen's papoer on
t evident to me that ho had procured an interview ith ane liTe North Sea Fisheries," and the great yster discover-

e of the Misses Onslow, and hlad tried ta discover the ies there, will be shared by the whole oyster-eatimg world.

, whereabouts of his wife. The letter was obviously written Two hundred miles of oyster-beds, thirty to seventy miles

f while ho was in a state of great mental excitement. He wide, that is ta say, 10,000,000 acres of splendid oysters

said thaf though he still loved lier, he was stung ta the within easy distance of the British coaet, le a discovery to

e quick by ber silence and neglect; stated.his intention ta which all those of Stanley and Livingstone sink into

, accept aun appointment in India, and gave anu. address in insignificance. One curions feature about it is that the
O Cacult '«bre ase ould'«rie b lm.oystera lie at a doîsti of tventy-aue fathoma, tQus dispos-

e Calcutta whercelshe could write to him, n umrl ftepeaetie htoseseuol
n The first thing I did after I had read these was to apply ing sumarily of the prevaeinst idoa tat oysters ean only
e ta Lord Mortlake's bankers for his address. They stated ie raased successfully in shallow atoer. Th e m an ola

e that they lad nodt bard fronhsin for some time ; but thly inventa a ne diah, accordhing t saime, the main '« plants

gave the address of a bank in New York throughowhie a tree, accarding ta the Mohammedans, deserves well of

y received bis remittances. I wrote to the manager, in- mankind; but wliat Il the reward of a man who discovers

y closing a letter ta my friend. Time ivent on, and I got 10,000,000 acres of oysters ? And yet ill tis la tinged

s no answer ; but the letter was not returned; with the melancholy doubt vhetlier oysters will b cheaper
d Shortly after the doath of Miss Onslow, I received a in consequence.

n note fron Dr. Scudamore. He said that, understanding SELF-ACTINO FIam-ALanM. - A Manchester, England,
I that I 'as anxious to discover the whereabosuts of Mrs inventor has exhibited a self-acting fire-alarm and fire-
d Pocock-the person with whom Mrs. Stanhope lodged extinguisher of his devising. He utilizes the effect of the
0 while ase was at Sandgate-he had made inquiries, and change of temperature upon the msercury. The float as it

s, lad discovered that, laving lost lier first husband, se ascends moves a lever, the raising of which has the effect
ad had been married again to a man of the namne of Minter, of turning on a streai of Water, and, as an alarm, fires a
to at Ramsgate, a small shipowner. At the sanie time hie revolving gun and rings a bell. The atreamu of water con-
be inclosed her address. This was another link in the chain ; tinues until the fire la extinguished, whon fron the fall of
a and I started off to pick it up. the temperature the msercury descends, tle lever la depres-

Id 1 found the woman very uncommunicative. All 1 sed, and the tap in the water-pipe is again closed. The
d. could get out of ber was, that the cbild of the lady I spoke dlepression of the lever at the samle ine stops the ringing
I of died a few months after it was born, and was bured at of the bell, whilst the gun w«ouild continue ta fire until all

ke Ashford. She admitted that se had the charge of the the cartridges were expended. This apparatus lis affected
en child till its death ; and ahe produced a cartificate of its by slight as well as by a marked change in the tempera-
ta burial. I was about taking a copy of this, wheu I ture.
ed discovered that it was a certificate of the baptism of the Euorm v. AMsaicA.-Emil.Deckert, a German essayist
as child, and not it burial. I took no notice till I copied lias been considering the prediction that North Amorica
he itthenIsaid: 'Thankyou. NowIlvseethecertificate will commercially overwhelm Europe, and his conclusion

Sic looi ed a -c blan.ly; then ae snatcled up tise is that Europe will always hold its own, through

go pauser and examined il. thn a mttered execratio advantages in the way of geographical situation, soil, and

ge olper an me or iersef, I coIld ta maire ouI icr, io climate. tThe foreigu commerce of Europe," he says, a 
hat prthero me alor per , Ioud gaveol me. Jut as I ha tw«ico as large as that of al the rest of the world togother.
nd produced the other papier, and gave it me us s a In allmanner of produictions it likewise predominates. In
to finished making a copy of this, a handsome boy of about the mater of coad ian it the ronsnts

or. fourteen or fitteen entered,the room. He was about to tise ater of cal and iran tise Europan ctnories

on svihdr&v, '«hen 1 stapped lm and askcd bis naine. produce annuably almosl four limes as muci as tîsase af
on, withre acwh e asopped u d dNorth America, Europe still pissesses threc times as nany
ei ' George Pocock,' ie answpered.p cattle as the United States, and four times as many sheep;

'0f course lie jet s u replied. ?What Maie you the fields of Europe still produce thre times as much
lu ak fo e - 'h eigrain, and four times as much wheat as those of North
in ask 'e America, while on that aide of the occan the industrial
s 'Because h le 'sthe very picture of what Mr. Stanhope stablisments bave two and a half limes as much power

was when ie was Young. The likeness la perfect in steam engincs as those of Aismerica."
the astounding?,

'I cau't help nothing.. about who he's like,' se said SerTumr BA1;sIrN.-In bis address to the Bankers'
sullenly. ' He's my boy.-Ain't ye, George ?' Club, of Chicago, Ill., recently, Mr. J. 0. Rutter, Vice.

left I Yes, mother,' he replied meekly. President of the club, recalled how, many years ago, a
I folded up the copies of the certificates carmfully and character named Seth Paine opened an office in the city,

er put thaes into my pocket-book. The woman all this while and called it use Bank of Chicago. In addition to his
s a was motioning to her boy and looking daggers at liim. I duties as banker, Seth added those of editor and preacher.
se was watching her ail the time. At this moment, a voice He published a iewspaper -called the Clristian Banker,

in the passage called out : ' Dinner ready, Polly ? and Seth vas a Spiritualist, and the direction of the business of
a bluff, hearty-lookzilng man entered the roon.-' Sarvant, the bank was in, if I nay so put it, the hands of the
sir j he said on seeing me, and he doffed his bat. spirits. Seth managed in some way to get a quantity of

' Thiis la your wife's son ?' I said interrogatively. the bills of the Bink of Chicago !it the pockets of the
There was a broad grin on bis face as he answered' eople, and When. any of them were presented at his

'Sa isesay; uI hine e i I rno« 'has lie !I t e pepean'linayoflsm «u paeed tbs
So hle says ; but blame me l I know whose is o mr colnter for coin these supernatural agencies would

s.' ain't a bit like the missus, se 10? And he ain't no more indicate through the medium of a number of long-haired
med like old Pocock than she's lik the Queen. 'Tain't hern and not over good looking women whether it would be the
h to sir; doan't You believe it.' proper thing to redeem or nt. It was more frequent not,

i Wiat rubbish you do talk, Robert t' hia wife cried; After being once or twice mobbed the bank was closed.
and and thon turning to me, shc said : i You musn't mind
girl what ho says. He's jealous of the boy.' EXTENSION OF THE GRAND TRUNK CATTLEime (To bc Continued.) YARDS.

her EOONSIIa GAs.-The progress of the electric liglt i An idea may bo formed of the importance of'ie live

taîl eiEding lo te discovery of new means of economising gas, stock trade in this city, and its constantly inreasing

uter ciller by roducing the consumption or by. increasing the volume, by the large extensions whiclh have recontly been

er erithiarcy rf the light. The London Times of 23rd ult. made by Messrs: Acer & Kennedy in the above yards. A

'My announces that a small Company with a capital of £50,000 nsew division of four yards, wvith every convonience for

bas a een forned to deal with Sir James Douglass's ligh- both cattle and sheep, has just been completed, '«ith

su a paver gas tuer patents, and to introduce the burners sufficieut capacity for accommodating a whole train load of

a n? o geaseral use. Il la statcd that by putting one of the cattle. This divisionis watered from a tank in the centre,

ad a nov canesan a Sugg burner it increases its illuminating and aci of the four yards is provided withs everything

She paver by 40 p e cent, on the consumption of gas. Ont of nocessary for the proper care of live stock after being

aed, le competiien holveen gas and electricity now sectting taken off the cars. This latest addition to what were

den lu t ih i arise tihe light of the future, a cheaper and botter previousiy by far the largest cattle yards in the Dominion,
article tan until recentl Ilt was deomed pessble to now gives them total capacity for accommodating comfort.
jaiprtuie thanunbly 4,000 cattle, 4,000 heep, And 11000 hogs.-Q;<e
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