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CHAPTER VI.
And now, patient reader, tItis la uîy sevesili

Christmtas eve. The great hiall ai Maredos,
whici us aloug tic wiale ai tic mals build-
ing bebitud, bas Christutas ha gs btrnlug brightly
on the aid iras dogs in tiec ciiutey ; tic walia
are briglit wiii sining, green hoiy ladan wit
is scarlet bernies iung -round tic aid kuights ai
Marsdamu, front Sir Humphrey lu ils arutour
down te my gramdisiher inubils Oesral's uni-
terui, sud my aws dear isiher li ils hunting
suit ai Lincoln grecs. 0f tic ladies, soute waar
sacques, ailiers the stiff iead-dress sait rufai
Mary de Guise ; uty uother, frasi aud bovcly lu
ler young iesuty, wiîli her bridai dressaifwhiite
sattît, and pearba. Tic osk ceiisg sud Boor
shiiig like polished marbie, bright wiii piste
as aId as theelhanse. Our guesta witli ose excep.
tioi ta be Deubolmsasnd Mortons.

Tii' vestibule where utamma sud Archie-as
Sir Arcltibabd Denluolut Mortes--are sested lu
.tate, ta recteive the guesîs, luias s ws great
Christnmas log simd decrations aifbtohiy, wh ici
tteti, tire t'efected front pier glas reachisg
front Ilior ta caiiing, daubiing ever3' picture sud
statuiié,itiherout. Vases, filled witi saturai
tiow'ers, give s beauty sud perfutne ta tic wioie
boue. The ligi t ai wax tapera reflectad back a
Iundred trnes by tic crystal peiudants of tic
chasndeiers ; tfue gay dresses oltie chiudren, ahi
("oimuiniug ta form. s scene ai cschauttncnt sud
beauiy.

Mamlaulias giron lier ie lierest lu Mortoni
Castie ta Arche, reserviug Marsdon as lier awn
snd birci'cildren's haste ; tic fity tlionsand
pounda, immeied by lier as iciresa of Morton,
sIe lias given te me as s marriage prtIon, witi
s trousseau fit for s ducles.MVy narriage
dres-tîte omuiy anc choses by utysef-is ta be
white sainm witi bine forgei.nta-nots!

f)ear reader, 1hasuteta ho arried as Chtristimas
dusa', îa-înarîow. Titis sluould ba ticeliappleai
dmîy I avel' knew, yet îtuy taart la full of appre-
lieusion sud unreat. Ho ueegrapied ta us Iront
Liverpool, af ils arrivai lun Britain, yesierday ;
hoe omglt ta have beemi lera by tes in tic maru-
img; lte iluepiace lu my boudoir points ta
meariy six o'ciock, and yet ho camtes noi. Tic
bell, lu tic nid tower ai Maradon, is rnsgisg in
tic Clristutas witi deafenimug tories, sud tic belîs
lu Msrsdon village have begun ta rinîg out lu
repiy, sauterry Ciristras-a muerry Christmas,-
and he' contes net.

«Hopue deferrcd taketh thti heari sick." Haw
tic suspense takeBasway my breati sud makea
my hi-art stand sîilh, surroundcd by tic din ai

~joy, aîuid whicl I abatte it quiet sud slent. I
try la timk ai tic chorus ai angela sin îg pace
à&imd good-will ta mas-ai tic star.guid watt-
dorers, ou tic loiîeby unoar, tic sireak ai higit
wli,î'i streauted front nuder a cottage door iii tic
]aîîd af Bethlehem, in tic solemn miduight,
cemtium-is ag-but it wil nei do; tic terrible
worîls«' /t coînctineot" are before me as 1 write.

The behis ring atm s merry Chiltuaa-a merry
Christmtas '- bang suter bang la grcu ta the
kmocker aitiche reat door, as tic guesta pour in,
mnd oaecasuer atiother, smid mirtli and laughter,
lid îny umoifer sud brotiers "-a merr Christ-
mas," whilc bauds are pressed sud tlieiearty

tespostse la give-"1 a merry Christmas."
Ah, woe for me, he carnet hnst.
A strain aifloly music au tic air, now baud

sud deep-sow iow and sweet,-aana« ra
bursi ai triurpninuelody, 1"Cirisi is bars in
Bethleheu."

Woe is ute ; my ieart stands stil ; whty doti
my bridegrooinu îehay ils cauing ? A vaice wiicli
.eemus 10w sud sepuiclurai, us ih werc thiat ai tic
spirit ai deti, whispers in my car sud tolas me,
" There are dangers on the lanîd uuknowît, att
the se," snd my heari responds te tihest-afnl
truti, as h les ike ut weigit ai lejd lunuuy
breasi, atmd over amnd over 1 ask mysehi tic ter-
rihile question '-XViii I aver ses hiut sore ?t,'

Oit, that 1 conid escape the diii ai their happy
voices, the alumot wild mertimaunt.

Anotier kutock aitich door, net a ioud bang
ike tue atiers, but a low, servons knock, ike

ticeharbinger ai cvii tidings. My tiler and
Arcitie go ta tic door ; autos tic partico. Wist
cati taka lieut ont tiercl?

Hark ! ilis voice, wiih ias fautiiar sound.
Be iercifll, ai, (lad !Ithis laid Mr. Muan-
stoij's voici', low sud sitbdued. 1 caînot bear
ils words. But 1 kuiow thair import well.
Walter, my bridegroont, la dcad, dead !-bc
pitilul, aIt, (lad!

Agaii the ioutd burst ai melody, tic inlunt-
pliant chat-us, "Christ is bers is Bethlehem.tP"
Wotid ta God tiat burst ai music coubd kili!

(ïaOM THE FRENCHt.)

The hour is lata, the inother from bonis; ai
Why tarrlatbhe in the wanlnir llght ? a

Down on the lawn where the laurels glooin,a
Ha promised ta corne and sing to-niglît. ti

Hark ta that rogue of a gister's cry! ti
Will the cbiid kaap ever a wakefol eye t&

Sleep, tiny. sieep; Bogey will take S
AI]l utile girls thai ha finds awaice. (Ris<.)

r

This aaughiy aid Bogey, wbanaver lie cornes,
Kilîs, as ha ridetîbhis terribla round fi

In the dead of nlgbt ibrougli thaebhlidransa roommîs,
And eas.ail the battis wbo won't slep souad. p

His big black ayes areaaae with ligbt, i
And ail wba beboid hlm thay shriak with frighit. a

Sleop, tlny, sleepl' Bogey wil takest,
Ail ltila girls thai ha finds awake. (Ris.)>

Nay," says the liitt!aone, "Lucy, nay .
For I'va saan the Bogey from over the blind.

He look@ not a tilt lika what you say ;
Ha bas big black eyas, wbich ara, 0, so kind'

1 peap whan his swaet, sad voieI hear t
For h. 9sig of lova, go 1 nead not fear."

siep, tlny, sleep ; Bogey wili taka
AlMil lie girls that hoa fada awake- (Dix.) s

Tha sister reddens, ieua softans bar voica:
"Sloop, my darling. 'is tisae for rasi;

Sieep, and to-miorrow 1'11 give you choice
Oui of al rMy riblions you love tha best."

Dawn in lis pilows the roguisb head
Nestiad, and softly ibe dany sald,t

"I'tnaâlaap, I'in asiap ; 80 now. dear Lu,
Your black-eyed Batey eau cont l yon " (Bis$.)

W.E.Mlu.

DICK ALLUNS MERRY
CH RISTMVAS.

Pr wss about tes o'clock ai the niglît ai' Chist-
mnas-eve-a good îîîati years aga now-tiat
Dick Alleu gave bis name at tic gate ai ' Oit
Triiiity' Coilege, Dublini, sud paased lu. As he
iooked iin at tuie lodge-door, hie feit a stu'ong
tcm$)ation ta ait for a whiie with the two buriy
goad-uattured-lookiug night-porters by tlieir roar-
îug ire ; for the mgit was bitteriy cold, sud lhe
feit more tfuorougi]y alone titan he ever iad be-
fore ini the two-and-tweuty years af luis lue.
However, tiiere weie otiier feelings lu Dick's
mmnd at tic time that counter-baianced luis seuse
ai louelinesa ; 80 haeîmereiy repiied ta tie portera'
kindiy 'Good-nigbt, air,' sand passsed on ta his
raouts li ' Botsny Bay.' Once within iii raouts
lie bat no time ini strikiug a ligit, sud tien set
ta work ta rekindie us smouiderlng fire. Tic
prospect tiat tie candie reveaied was far froin.
cheerful. Tie rooiu was ctîrpetless, sud, except
for a table, ose armciair, simd two or tiree
diiapidated esitechairs, alioat naked ai furîui-
turc. And yet tiey bad not the look of tie
aparttients of s isrd-readiug sizar, wio liad
neitior means nor desire for any decoratian b.-
yotd wiat was absoluteiy necesssry : the nails
were there in tie walis, but thie picturea were
gane; that handsomne artuteiair sud massive
table liad neyer been put ini by themseives.
Wliere was the regt of thc fursiture ? Evcrythiug
betokened a recent sud rapid 'al lu tic fortuites
ai the tenanmt. He, however, bad now at last
succcaded lu rousing inta a show ai aninîstion
tic dying embers; sud aiter wariuiug Ifus handa
for a few minutes over the blaze, lio got up, sud,
produciug a bottie of wfhisky front hus pantry,
mixed a glass ai 'grog,' snd tien, tirawing
himsaeli into tic armoisir, fell a-tiinkiug.

A perfect stranger ta Dick sndis stary would
easiiy hava gue3sed tiat tic tiougits wliich werc
briuging such a wcary look ai almost liopelss
wretchcdnoss upon tîtat iaudsomte young face
wcre not ovcr.pleasaîît oui-s. Sadl enaughinuall
conscienîce they were, and not witlîout reasos.
It war, now soute six iiontîts sinco Dick iad
falien out witlî lis fatier, bctween wiom sud
himeseli ticre lad aiways existed tic strougest
affection. W fiat wasi the arigintal cause ai quarrel.
la immaterial. Soute trifle, occurriug at au inop-
portune umoment, iad set nt variance two proud
sud wilfui, thougi loviug, heurta. Rot sud
bitter words liad becs spoken on bath aides. Tic

evcry ciosenes of thte bond wh.ci iad uuited
tient. before secmed ta inako the breacli more

* rreîîediabie ; sud Dick Allen iad eit is home
amie niglît, lu the suumet' vacation, reiusiug ail
offers af assistance front his fatimer, aud. detet-
miîîed for the futture ta inld mia communnication

r witl i hm. He iad mtevtmr kîuawn what it was ta
wamît masey, simd sonsequeumtly titougit tiat

* motimg was casier that t get it ; Na whiie the re-
mainder oa i lsst quarter's aiiowauee basted, lie
]ived pleasaîtiy eîîough ai fuis routs iii coliege,
always os tic look-out lot' somte meaus ofmi îakisg
mauey, but iot yet considering tic searcli as

poar mes) was au imsupeî'ablo barriar. He tried
journabisni; but found ticeumarket already over-
tockad, sud numbers ai mes witli as mucli brains
as himachi, sud ten times as muci tecinical skill,
*pplyiug for every vacancy. Ha had had, it la
rue, anc or two trausiejît gleama ai success ; but
hcy bad douenc îlutstamnore luarnithan good,
as iay diverted hlm Iroînth ie naw ail-important
searclu for soute occupation eamparativeiv pet'-
nanent.

One resuit oai lîs iil-success lu tus struggie
fra livclihood was tiat fie was graduslly comin-

pelled ta drap tic society ai ils former compa-
nions ; for Dick was far too prond ta accepi thc
assistance îmany ai tieni would have becs g4ad
to gli'e hlm, anti lie could muat bear ta live
imngst thcm lu ils presemît aitered circunt-
statnces. Hence it wvas that for saute montis hie
lad lived sîntoat alone. But about a mouti be-
fare tic Cirismas-eve ou wluich. we have secs
iu, lie had tallemu lu witlî a set ai mnswiom

lte liait forutcriy avolded alutost îtith camttcmpt,
but ta wiom lie was 50w uttracted by a kind ai
sympatliy. Tluey Nvere sîntoat ail clever mou
and ail dissipated mcu-a wild, reckleas set,
neat'iy every amie ai tient knowing tiat lic bud
by fis own deeds biigited tic prospects oais pro-
ruisiug life-utterly careicas ai tie future if oiuly
tiey iad te-day tuie méama ai drowning reutitui-
brance ai ycstcrdau'. Onuce autougat tin, Diî'k
uai 80011 grecs up ail effort, as hi- had belore ai-

-uiost given ur aIl hope, to obtain anything like
a respectable aîîd permanenut position. They
iived a strange, disreputabie, luaîd-to-uîouth bile
getting 'tick' wicrever tlîeu'e ias s chance ;
' backing' anc asother's bis wlunau ny ose
waubd accepi theut ; sometimes, tiaughioataten,
nîaking safew pounds lu saute hlamiarbie way.
Poou' Alleni soan lbat suy delicacy lie had iad
beforo rcgardimîg s rcaort ta the pawnahop; sud
'is funîiture sud mst ofai s wardrobe liad goîte
very rapidly ta supply incaus for tic constant
round ai dissipation lu whichli fe hived, sud
which iad leftits mark auis paie, titongi stil
iaudsome sud well-bred, face.

Yet tirougi ail tic stages ai poar Dick's
dowuward career, lie liad aiways anc restraiuiîtg
influence upon hlm whici, thongi at times aimost
unlieeded, nover qste thiiihl. This was tic
affection hoe iad lorilhs yaungcr sister-as lue
called lier, 'utile Kate.' Squire Allen bsd becs
twice utarricd. By lus f irst wile lie hsd tliree
children-a soit sud liir, uow abroad witi is
regiment lu India, sud two daugiters, boti ai
tient uuarried for saute years befare the pem'iod ai
mty etary. By is second wifé-lie isd -ou r liera
Dick sud anc daugiter, four years yaunger tian
Dick. Ou thtese, is youngest chidren, tic
Squire's wiobe affection liad becs concentratcd.
Titair matier iad dled s couple ai years suter
Kate's birti; sud luence it iappcned tiat sh,' sud
Dick liad clusg taose asoîlier froin u'ildiood
as cidren cariy deprivcd ai a motlier's care
often do. Aiter tic quarrel witi ils fatier, Dick
bad regulariy correspanded with lier, sud, ksow-
isg lier anxiaty about hlm, hae iad sent lier giaw-
ing accouints af successud prosperlty, whicli, I
fear, must altos have seemed ta isl ac aismai
mockery as, ho contrasted ticm witicth actual
disappointutont that was wearisg iutdawn.
Kate beliered eutiusiasticaily in lier broticr's
talents, sud 8o was the store essiiy imposed upos;
sud it wass great camiort ta the goad.iearted
aid Squire ta ksow front ler that tic sou wiom
lue was as fond ai as ever was ait leasi sot lu any
difficuity. As ta an uliuate recanciliation, the
aider sud wiser mas deemed it merehy a question
ai time.

Tie day hefare tus Ciristutas-ave, iowcver,
Dick iad secs tic last afIdbia laite companianE
beave Dublin for tic Chisttaan sd iad returîîed
ta is solitary routs perflectiy desobate ; ie iad
icît very 111 forsoute days, and utterby dlspirltcd.
It hsd suddcuiy occurred ta hlm tiat Chistmtas.
ove would be Kate's cigiteenti birthday, sud
kuowiug sic votld wisi ta hear front hlm oi
iliat day, lie iad at dowu ta write. Aiter i
vain effort ta coîtrol limlm ansd tell tic usua2
tale ai sucesqansd liappiuess, tie poor fellom
liad uitter'1y braken dowun, snd lu a few aimosi
incoiereut sentences teld how I iha fait and lio
liopeles8is condition was, sud implored Katg
ta write ta lult a once, as lie did sot know hov
soomu it migit ah cend ; but it could not lasi

muchloner.This ho had iurriedly postad, aI
mos e res as ta tic effecti h migit have; bu;
uow, asihesat gloomily tiking lu ils arutchair
lie coutld sot hllp feeling bitter dissppoiutmeu;
tiat lic 1usd had tua repiy. He gai up, sud pacec
up and down tic room.

She inight lhave telcgrapied,' hae said aloud
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him, aud wished hier manv a happy birthday;
and lie thought of what that sister's feelings
wouid be were she ta hear next morning that lie
hiad died a suicide. Thus hie stood thinking until
the diures had ceased; and tien, softened and
more calmt, lhe turned to the table, and said to
himself, ' Not on this nigit, at auy rate. Ta-
morrow 1 mav be able ta do it, so that no0 one
may know how 1 died.' Vhen it struck ii that
the laudanum lie had already poured out would
at lesat procure Ihuîn what lie seidout enjoyed
now-sound sleep); so, filliig up the wine-glass
with water, lie sat down again by the fire, and
iu a few minutes was fast asieep.

Now while poor wavworn Dick was heavily
sleeî )ing under the influence of that gentie poison,
laudanum, events were transpiring far away tiat
strangely influenced uis fate. lu the great oid
drawing romT of' Ailenstown wvss assembied a
large and nîerry p arty. The hanse was aiways
at tiat season fuil of visitors, and as manv rela-
tions aud friends were gathered together as could
find rooni. The centre ai attraction on this lier
birtiday wass ai course Kate, wlio was, iudeed, at
ail tintes the favaurite witli everybody, fronthtle
warin-hearted but hasty aid Squire, down to the
raggedest 'gossoon' that hnng about Ailenst.own.
Yet someliow this night she wss not in lier
usuai spirits, she couid not help thiuking oiteu
and anxiousiv of the brother whose place was
vacanit, sud who seemied aimost ctif from lber
for ever. Ait accident too hiad happeined ini the
nsorniing, wlici, aitliiugli treated as a jest by
most ai tié guesta, bad rendered Kate more than
usually anxiou.s. The boy who liad gone in the
morning for the post had takes au early opportu.
uity ai drixtking Misa Kate's liealth ; and it wva.
ouiy ater a strict searcli that lie was found in
thei middle of the day, at his aid grand-
motier's cottage with a broken litad, sud,
as the old cook said ta Klate, 'spacieiess
wid the dhrink.' Speechiess or tiot. h li ad
been utteriv utiable ta indicate tice viereabonts
of tlie postbag, sud tlie only course was ta wait.
patîently tili lie slept lus drunkenîtess off, and
miglit be able to rememnber. Kate iad been
much disappointed, for sht' was sure, Dick wouid
have written for lier birtiday, and in spite of lus
jovial letters hier womau'a wit had begun ai late
to suspect something wrong. Just as tliey were
'driuking iii' the Clristinas morning, word isd
been brought tliat the truant postboy had at
leugth recovered consciousness, sud was leading
a party iu searcli. of the missing bag, so tliat the
letters înight be expeeted any marnent. They
waited, lîowever, a good whlie longer, laughing
and taiking round -the fire ; but at last, sure
enougli, in camne tic aid butier with the letterF
Kate liad a wlioie bundie af theiu, amongst
whicli she saw iin a moment one with I)ick's weli.
ksown iaudwriting. After reading for a few
moments sie suddenly turned deadiy paie, tnd
ainîost fainted. Retraining herseli, liowevcr,
like a brave girl as she was, site made soute excuse
for ieaving tlie raout, sud rahèid ta the Squire's
sanctum, wliere she knew lie liad juat gone. She
shut tlie door sud said.

O Squire, read that !' puttiug into lis hauds
poor Dick's broken-hearted serawi.

The Squire read sud gssped out,
"(iad God ! My poor boy, mIy poar boy!

What is ta be doue ? If 1 had ouiy knowu!
L Tic father sud daugliter stood for a few * ua-

Sments, as it were, overcome with a great feeling
rof powcriesauess ta avert thecaclamity tiat wa.'
3evidently foresiadowed in the letter. Suddeniv
tlihe samie tliouglit struck bath,, sud tliey looked

at tiec dock.
'O father,' cried Kate, ' cguldn't we stop the

,,sight mail st Knockratli. Tiey'li do it for
you."p

« God hlep us,' said the Squire , 'tlie mail
passes at two, sud it's more tian iaif-past ane
already. Stay, tliough,' lie added, ater a iua-

Imeut ; 'tliere's just a chance.'
He opeined the door, sud went at once into the

kitchen followed by Kate.
t «'Quick,' said the Squire, ta tîte servants, wlio
v werc in liigli-jinks, 'soute ai yon ietch Jim
t Casidy !'
V In a minute in came Jim, a fine specituen af
ea youug Irishutan, the rougi-rider sud tramner

v af the establishment, wlioliad carried tie
tSquire's colours ta victory on more titan one
,.steeplechaxe course.

t ' Jim,' said the Squire, Il waut you ta ride
1,for yaur iifé ta Kuockrati, snd tell the atatiaut-

t master frout me to stop the up-mail sud keep it
1 s few minutes ; we'I, be aiter yon. Look alive,

;s~fr
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