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No. 1.

CHRISITANITY A UNIVERSAL
R RELIGION.

BY A. I. PEADODY.

Several reasons might be adduced which
g0 to prove that Christianity is designed and
adapted to become a Universal Religion.
Among others is ils adaption to all the
varieties of external situation in which man
can be placed. ’

. The fanciful systems of Greek and Roman
mythology could be embraced only by a na-
tion of painters, sculptors, and architeets,
The loathsome of’)jccts of Egypitian reverence
none but a resident of Egypt could worship.
The Ilindoo must live near enough to the
Ganges to wash in its purifying siream, orhe
lives and dies in ‘his sins. The worshipper
of the god who requires the slaughter of flocks
and herds can live only in a pastoral region ;
nor could a tribe of Nomades embrace a reli-
gion which demands the presentation of first-
fruits or frequent libations of wine and oil.
The Jewish religion commanded all its pro-
fessors to appear at the temple in Jerusalem
three times a year, and to maintain perpetual-
Iy the daily, weekly, and annual sacrifices;
and now that Jerusalem is deserled, that the
temple is lével with the ground, that the
daily oblation has ceased, there is not a man
living who, as fo religion, has a right {o call
himselfa Jew. Nor have the votaries of
these several systems ever professed to regard
them as of universal design or adaptation.
‘They lave not even atlributed anything like
a universal supremacy to their gods. The
Egyptian would not have ascribed a civil war
in“Italy to his pet crocodile; nor wonld the
Roman have supposed Jupiter much concern-
ed in a change of dynasty on the {hrone of
the Ptolemies. The Hindoo owns Jugger-
naut as his country’s and his own god; but
thinks that a more powerful deily, even his
tutelar divinity, gave to the Englishman his
Indian conquests. It is doubtiul whether
even the ancient Jews believed their God
Jehovah the only God, or whether they did
not rather regard him as the greatest of gods.
© But Christ revealed a God who protects
and govems, not this ot that nafion, but all
men,—a God of impartial, universal benevo-
lence,—a God, who is everywhere present,
and {o whom acceptable worship may rise
from every portion of the world. The simple
rites which the gospel enjoins demand no
eculiar soil or climate or state of society.
Vherever there is a well, fountain, or river,
there may the infant or the convert be initiat-
ed info the church of Christ. Wherever fellow-
disciples ean mcet for a social repast, there
may the Saviouwr’s dying love be com-
memorated. Christianity enjoins no expen-
sive or burdensome offering.  "Thesympathiz-
ing heart, and, where itcan be extended, the
liberal hand, are its only acceplable oblations.
It demands no pilgtimages, no pompous as-
semblies or ‘solitary fasts. Wherever the
Christian is, his God is with him, around him,
within -him. And whether by day or night,
in the closet or the market-place, in silence
or amid confusion, whenever and wherever
hie vwould offer praise or prayer, the supreme
Object of praise, {hie ITearer of prayer will ac~
cept and answer. . The gospel imposes no
fatigning and unprofitable round of éere-
monies. Every man, who is industrious and
faithful in his avocation, honest in his deal-
ings, ‘pure in his conversation, lives in the
constant observance of the Christian ritual.
It enjoins obedience 1o no difficult and com-
lex code of laws. Its great law of love;—

dove to God and man,—all can understand,

all ean Xeep,‘all must’kéep if they would be
happy. lis privileges, too, may be enjoyed
by all of every nation, in every place.  The
divine protection is extended over all. The
sun of God’s favour ‘may ‘enlighten every
mind. The influences of his Spirit may per-
vade and sanctifly every soul. The love of
Jesus may be shed abroad in every heart.
And wherever the Christian dies, whether
on sea or on land, whetlier bencath the, torrid
rays’‘of the tropicdl sun or on the ice-bound
shore of ‘the ‘Arelic ‘ocean, whether in the
bosom of his family or among strangérs, Clirist,
the resurrecfion-and the life, is waiting 1o
receive him to heaven. In fing, {he ritea of

Chlristianity may be observed, ifs duties dis-
charged, and its privileges enjoyed, where-
ever be the home, the sojourn, or the death-
bed of the believer.  And this characteristic
of our religion, as we have already observed,
is one of those circumstances which eminent-
Iy fit it to become a universal religion.

SECRET SINS.

Taking into view the insidious nature of
seeret sins, remembering how much Jess we
are protected against them, how fearful are
the consequences they bring in their train,
how plaily they are denounced by the
word of God, how important is it for us to
keep it constantly in onr remembrance, that
we are to watceh for them, i we would suard
against them. I we would keep our licavts
with diligenece, il we would “perfect holi-
ness,” g0 far as it is permitted us in this
trial state, we must do it. not in the fear of
man, but in the fear of God. J{ we would
truly judge ourselves that we may not be
judged, then must we make conscience the
vieegerent of the Most High within our
breasts, and Iear to look upon ourselves in
the same light that God himself looketh
upon us.  The question, ““ Is my sinopen or
seeret 277 will not be one that we shall fora
single moment entertain; but our simple
inquiry must be, “ Wherein do I transgress?
What duties to my neighbour, to fod, to my
own soul, have I omitted? What Taw of
God have I broken? What temper, fecling
or thought have I allowed to intfuence me,
that is inconsistent with the spivit of Churist
and the injunctions of the Gospel 22 I our.
hours of sober thought  we shall endeavor to
ascertain our real condition, and not satisly
ourselves with the inquiry, “Ilow are we in
the world’s esteem 772

Tf you would know the value and import-
auce of thus eommuning with your own
hearts, 1 wonld have you thiuk,wmy friends,in
how shorta time the estimation of the world
will be a matter of comparatively small im-
portance to any one of you. How little will
it avail any one of us in that solemn hour
when the soul i3 passing from its carthly
prebation to meet the award of the Judyge of
all the earth, how little will it avail that
we have been successful in hiding our sins
fromi the obzervation of the world.,  How
flimsy the veil will appear that has covered
up our moral deformity fromn the view of
those with whom we have sojourned during
the short pilgrimage of the present life, as
we 1efleet that the hour is at hand when
every secret shall be brought to light, every
hidden purpose made known to the saints
that dwell in the comts of heaven. At the
tribunal 1o which we shall all be summon-
ed, that judgment-scat of Christ before
whieh, as the Seripiures assure us, we mnust
all appear, it will not be the voices of our
fellow-men that will produce ourcondemna-
tion or our acqguiltal, but the voice of our
own conscience mnust testify whether we
have done good or evil.  The sound of hu-
man applause, however Joudly it may have
swelled our praise ere we passed the boun-
daries of time, will bring’no cheering conso-
lation 10 the soul that has been desolated by
secret sin, and must now depart from the
presence of the Lord. The remembrance
of it will be but @ hollow mockery of our
anguish of spirit.  If we have lived and
acted only that we may be seen of men,
verily we have had our reward.  Theman
who sins in seeret while he bears himself
before the world with an aif of seeming
goaduess, may think that he is successful in
imposing upon his felow-men ;° bat upon
whom 'dees he more cruelly impose than
upon himselfl 2 Who so cheated as his own
soil 2 Who shall suffer snch consequences
of his deception as he himself must endure ?
The whited sepulehre, beantiful to the out-
ward view but within filled with ¢ dead
men’s bones and all uneleanliness,” is but
a faint ‘emblem of his condition. Behold.
those “whited walls thirown down, and the.
corruption which they covered up all’
laid bire, and you see the condition of the
hiypoerite in the day when God ehall judge

the secrets ofanen’s hearts.

I repeat it then, my friends, think um
lightly ‘of sceret sius.  Be not satislied with
your spiritnal condition because the con-
demnation of thie world has not fallen upon
vou. I is on'y when your hearts do not
condemn you, that you have any just
grounds for confidence before God. ™ It is
only when your consciences are Iree, and
you can say in truth before Him who looketh
wpon the heart, that it has been your elfort to
live and act constuntly as in God’s presenee
and in reference to your aceounfableness to
him, that you have diligently scught the
paths of wisdom, that you have made Jesus
the great exemplar of your life, it is only
then that you may feel that you have doue
what you could "to {ullil the commands of
God and answer the ends of your being—
Rev. Jonathan Cole.

[From the Christian Citizen.)
THE RECOGNITION OF FRIENDS IN
HEAVEN.

The following passages are from a letter ad-
dressed to a friend of the wrnnzeriber, who, being
a few months since favored with the oceasgional
privilere of social interconrse with Dr. "Thomas
Dick, ventured 1o request from him his views on
# subject relative to which she felt a decp interest.
As a teit privilege was gained frow the venerat-
ed writer to extend its perusal, it is believed he
will not ennsider the use now made of these ex-
tracts, any compromise of epistolary confidence.

’ Avuros.

As to the question “ whether friends and
relatives recognize each other in Heaven,> it
would require « long dissertation instead of a
shurt letter to enter (ully info the subjeet. “ In
few words we might argue,ihat if the disciples
Peter, Jemes, and John recognized Moses and
Elijah, (whom they had never seen beforey)
on the Mount of Transfignaration,—it the
apostle Paul shall recognize his converts as
his crown of rejotcing in the day of the Lord
Jesus,~—and if our knowledge in heaven shall
not be diminished, but increased {o an inde-
finite extent, then we may rationally conclude
that the redeemed who knew and had inter-
course with cach other on earth, shall also
recognize each other in the heavenly world:
though the modus or manner in which they
will be enabled to form this recognition is be-
vond our power at present to deseribe. But
we need not doubt that it is within the powes
and intelligence of the Divine Being Lo con-

recollection of such Chiistian coninunion and
personal fellowship, as that they should be
deprived of the pleasure of vecounting to each
other # all the ways in which Jchovah led
them jn this wilderness.>®  The saints will,
we iy suppose, cany along with them to
the heavenly regions all the moral and intel-
lectual facullics they now possesss, and by
which they were united on carth: and we
cannot but suppose that when these faculties
are expanded and invigorated in the heaven-
Iy world, they will enjoy the satisfaction of
comparing their feebie and limited cfforts,
while in this sublunary region, with the ar-
dors of love which will glow in heaven, and
with the expansive range which the intetlee-
tnal powers will tuke in that state of perfect
vision and enjoyment.

The next =ource of argument on this sub-
jeet would be devived from the sacred
Seriptarcs.  In Matte xxvii. 522, it is stated
that ut the time of the Savieur’s reswrrec-
tion “the gcraves were opened, and many
bodies of the saiuts arose, and eame out of
their graves, and went into the holy eity,
and appeared unto many.””  Now it can
seareely be supposed that these saints will
be deprived of all remembrance that they
were distinguished from among the general
mass of mankind as the first trophies of the
Redeemer®s conguest over the gravey—or
that the fviends whomhey visited will never
again have an opportunity of exchanging
communications  with  thuse  who once
visite:l theny in so extruordinary & manner.
The same inference may be drawn from
sueh passages as the following: “In my
Father’s house are many mansions : 1 go o
prepare o place for youo And if T ao T will
comeagainand yeeeive you to myself,”” &e.
These and similar passages scem 1o imply
that Christ®s diseiples would be again anited
as parl of one great family.  For if he had
told them ihat they should never recognize
one another more, when they came to the
heavenly mausions, instead of comforting
their hearts, it would have filled them with
deep sorrow.

Matt. viti. 11— ¥auy shall come from
the east and from the west, and shall sit
dawn withe Absuham, lsane, and Jacob, in
the Kinzdom of heaven.”?  Will Abralhiam
net know Isaac or Jacob, or will those who
sit down with them not know that they are
associated with these venerable eharacters ?
It ean hardly be supposed: for we are told
by Luke, “Ye ghull see Abraham, Isaue,
and Jacob,? &e. The parable of the ricl

fer facualties and perceptions for this pur-
pose 3 and if such endowments are requisite
for our complete happiness in that state, we
need not doubt, froin a consideration of the
Divine benevolence, that they will actualiy
be furnished.

Were T {o enterparticularly on this subjeet,
T might first consider the presumptions res-
pecting it which reason suggests. T might
endeavor to trace the sentiments which have
prevailed in all ages and nations in reference
to this question. In looking beyond the
grave, all nations have connecled with that
state the expection of conscious and renewed
infercourse with their earthly companions,
Socrates delighted himself in the prospect of
conversing with Orpheuns, Muswzus, Hesiod,
and Homer.  Cicero exulted in an antieipat-
ed reunion with Cato amidst the assembly of
the great and good. The Gentoo widow
commits herself to the flames, that she may
be replaced with her hushand in the other
world ; and the mother n the Pacific Islands
moumnimg for her children, comforts hersell
with the belief, that after her own death, she
shall meet them again.  In such concurren-
cies of opinion among mankind we have a
presumption sugrested by the light of nature,
in support of the opinion that friends in a fu-
ture world recognize each other.

It surely must appear extremely probable,
that persons who have been trained on carth
in one common faith, and who have walked
in affection and wnity, -should not meet as
peerfeet strangers to cach other in the man-
sions of their common Father in the world a-
bove. Having pursued in harmony and love
the same path of daily obedience, and having
been instriumenial in instrueting, comforting,
and edifying each other on earth, it stively is
highly improhable that they should lose all

man and Lazarus appsars almost decisive
on this peint.  The rich man is represented
as recognizing both Abralimm and Lazarus,
as vecolleeting the cirenmstanees of his for-
met state, and Abrabmn appeals to theso
recollections,

1 Thessalonians iv. 13-18.—The oljeet of
this pussnge is to couvey comlort, 1o the
wminds of Christians who have lost pious
relatives, that they should not “sorrow
as those who have no hope”  Whatis the
“hope ? here intended 2 Undoubtedly the
hope of regaining and recognizing their
friends at the resurrection of the just.
4 Sam. xii. 22,230 ¢ shall go to him,
but Le shall not return to me.”” ~This may
he considered as an averment of David that
Ie was convineed he should rejoin and re-
cognize the child he had lost, in a future
world.  Many passages of Scripture seem
clearly to prove that at last, and paticularly
at the judgment-seat of Christ, a general
recognition will subsist between the Apostles
and preachers of the Gospel, and these who
attended on their ministrations ; and conse-
quently the saints of God who were ac-
guamted on earthy, will distinguish eacl
other'in the heavenly world.  But in order
to shew the full force of these and many
athier Seriptures as applying to the question
under consideration, a number of explana-
tions and reasonings in reference to them
would be requisite, which the limited com-
pass of aletter will not permit. :

May it be our happy lot to meet in that
glorions world ; 1o join the general assembly
and churelt of the first-horn,~Jesus the M-
dintor of the New Covenant, the innamera-
ble compuny of angels, and the spirits of
just men made perfeet, Co

Taoaras Dick.



