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OUR TABLE.

:HF Science of Government is one which has
Upieqd he attention of the best and greatest, from
“atliest time at which the world was sufficiently

8Ui§:;i t0 render settled rules necessary for the

" € of mankind. Forms of government have
.~ 00re varied than the nations which gave them

o di;i e:hd tb:ese again havc been improved and

asy » 23 time and their practical working show-
Perebundance of, or paucity in, any of their
yi‘:ﬂent.pam 3 nevertheless, the experience of

Ties m:tlll‘le? has been insufficient, as fifty centu-

Perfeey e will doubtless be, to render any scheme

t > OF to produce one which can give satisfac-

. nhe whole people subject to its tule.

ot improbable that this continent may at no

the sy:“ant day, be the theatre of a struggle between
M3 which now stand most prominently be-

the sm‘}woﬂd—monarchy and democracy—indeed
m“hnere lhas, though in a trifling and irregular
be een; ‘;Peady commenced. It may not, therefore
tem, se out of place, to offer a few—a very few—
.ca)’:; .‘]l'Pon the leading points, as well as the
°“l'!ell 1ty of each; although we do not assume
lio :es the power of being able to throw much
50y, d:str}'POH a subject which has been already

The 1, tously and ably handled.

. Ue end of all Government is or ought to be

b at::-e of the governed, and the chief magistrate,
e [”°per];r sHame he may be designated, can only

rever 5 uch by 2 t.oFal .forgelfuln?ss of self,

f the stag, can by possibility interfere with the weal

) Who:. He should be ready to exccute the

it, like ver the culprits standing arraigned before

2 deey at heathen law-giver, who, having issued

Toom n’ tl}'““ ho armed man should enter the council

th"eslml Ve, was himself the first to cross its

Seng 4.1, "1th his armour on ; when some one pre-

ediey, “:ig out that he had transgressed his own

Plup ged it rew h_is sword from its scabbard, and

People :nto his heart, with his last breath telling
tealeg . O hold the laws sacred which he thus

"“‘h his blood.

Publicy, o o they are now termed, “ Govern-
t‘heOry ob and for the people,” may, perhaps, in
? %€ the best fitted for the happiness of the

the mass be limited and defined ;) but
pe Ories are so much based upon an ideal
thyy 4 o2 10 which mankind cannot possibly attain,
pr"“-ﬁce’ are found altogether unmanageable in
holl, As a matter of course, laws formed
inﬂ"enc Y the popular voice, in which no other

Bt ; eu"-s 3 part, consult too much the extrava-

Wiy g, of freedom which the untutored mind is

u’illi ™™, when it has been taught to consider

fy, trong y 2 the chief good of life. We are far, very

‘Om, whi ‘Vlshing to depreciate the value of the free-

°h from youth up has been our proudest

%,

tio
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boast, but we consider that liberty is only such,
when it is limited in its power to do evil—unlimited
only when it would truly benefit humanity.

Were mankind perfect, they would require no
government, for each would then follow the golden
rule, and where there were no transgressors, there
would require no restraining power, but as this can-
not, without madness, be predicated of human
nature, precautions must be taken against the cvil
ingredients of which mankind are compesed; and
when men are left unfettered to legislate for them-
selves, without one even to offer a suggestion, who
i3 not of, or denendent upon the crowd, it is cer-
tainly sufliciently singular if means are taken for the
suppression of all the immorality of which humanity
is susceptible.

1t is, however, still more difficult to find men, so
utterly the slaves of popular favour, virtuously to
execute such: laws as are made, than to form
statutes, which, if duly obeyed, would well an-
swer all the ends of human government, and did the
public choice full upon a few, endowed with a moie-
ty of the stern though wild virtue of the island-king
whose case we have above cited, the danger of de-
generacy would materially decrcase.

The ncighbouring States will in future be a stand-
ing commentary upon the incfficiency of good laws,
when circumstances render them adverse to the pre-
judices, or fancicd interests of those who made them.
They present a sad example of the extreme difficulty
of finding those who are sufficiently heroic in the ex-
ecution of public duty, when even only a portion of
the people offer opposition to their own behests, al-
though national and individual honour alike cry aloud
for the vindication of the sovereignty of the laws.
It would seem as if, like the Indians, who preceded
them in the vast region they inhabit, the people
of these states deemed that liberty consisted in a
total absence of contrel. Itis mcurnfcl to look
upon such a picture, but it is too evident, that
anarchy has usurped the place of government, that
the bench of judzment has itself been desecrated and
despised, and each, looking upon himsclf' as the re-
dresser of his owwn wrongs, seruples not to meet his
neighbour in dcadly strife, until at last Justice has
yielded up her sword to hatred and revenge.

Thus it has been, and, is to be feared, it will fong
be, unless some startling incident arouse the soul of
the commonwealth to its danger, and the fruepeople
shaking off their inane lethargy, shall, by a gigantic
though bloodless struggle, more regenerating in its
effects than that which called their Republic into
being, save their country for a few gencrations
from its gathering doom. :

Let it not be supposed that we can exult in such
pictures as present themselves to our mind’s eye,
when we write thus. Very differcnt indeed are the
feclings with which we centemplate the eventual

and signal failure of a scheme of zovcrnment founded



