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t tTHE CLOSE 0F TUE YEAR.

TO OUR READERS.
TU? present number closes another volume of
the " Garland," the twelfth since we commenced
Our labors for its support. During this long termn
o Of years, we have had, amid many discourmge'
ments, nuch that was cheering and hopeful to
sustain us in our efforts, and though at times al-
m11ost ready to despond for want of that generous
aid and sympathy which, we fult to be our due,
our lotto lias still been " Onward," till as we
truit, the " Literary Garland" is firmly establish-
ed as t)e Magazine, of the British Canadian Pro-
Vnces.

As such, it certainly deserves patronage and
supPort-but not as such, only,-since it posse'as
te self, merit, which the enlightened and cultiva-
ted should recognize and foster. We would not;
te undue praise to ourselves, yet ve hesitate

read o 8aY, what every catndid and discerng
e rftddr of the "Garland," must acknowledge to
eb. true,-that its pages contain articles, too

th uous to particularize, which would not shame
umn5oîfBlackwood,of the Dublin University

rater , and other periodicals of the same cha-
icter ene standing ;-and that, except mits exte-
5 ttin'ebelîishment», it is in no respect inferior te

Svartils -Magazine, Godey's Lady's Book, and
.raarous similar Monthlies published in the neigh-

boringh States. Let the means be furnished us
5 la liberal subSCniption list, such an one as
a Caniadn periodical has a right to expect from
a Canadian pubic, and our covers, and oui' pageselihaît be gemmed with delicate and tasteful em-'lliiiXCnts, which shahl not fait to delight the
o3es Of every lover Of art.

GWth ''retenc te the reading matter of the
4 Garlud,, to which wve abovo alluded, we do not,d t our soro we say it, -we cannot deny that

th're i& tm iucb chaff mingled with its wheat ;
but tanse .s urtOidab1O go long as the avait$ of

tagazine are t,0 trivial te permit our remu.
ting thOscontributors, whose articles would

% fl ":nd diinfy its character, but who cannot
,gtis, upon us, the rare coinage

elsewhere they earn a gol-
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den harvest for every line they write. But, when-

cver, by a just patronage, the increasing profit

of our literary adventure enables us to be gene-
rous, we shall cheerfully and without stintgive of

the dross it yields, in exchange for the rich fruits of

knowledge and taste gathered by clagsic minds

from the ripe fields of clegant literature. Till

then, however, much that we would wish to ex-

punge, the frcc-will offerings of young and inex-

perienced writers, must unavoidably take the é

place of the more racy and finihed articleq,
which, vith a few exceptions, the circumstances

we have named, at present prevent our attaiing.
The volume of the "Garland" completed with

5 the present number is now before the public, and
without any boasting, we think it will stand a

comparison with any that have preceded it. Wa

will venture also to promise that the one to com-

mence with the New Year, shall have advanced
in merit still a stop onward with its cloze, and
we say this with confidence, because we have the

pledge of assistance from those whose names
alone are synonymes fur excellence. We need

only mention the Reverend H. Giles, Mr. Moodie,
Misa Strickland, H. V. C., W. P. C., R. E. M., and
others equally popular and gifted, some of whom,

have been long favorably known ta the readers of

the "Garland" and all of whom will lend thei j
aid of their pens in supporting it for 1851.

In conclusion, ve beg ta express our grateful
sense of the favor and kindness which bas thus

far been extended to us, in return for which we

pledge ourselves that all who have any interest
in the conduct, or concerns of the " Garland," will
contiue unremitted in their. endeavors to secure

for it every possible advantage which shall tend
to heighten its popularity or extend the sphere of

its inanence.
With renewed hope, and increased earnestness,

therefore, we commence the duties of another
year, asking only that, which our long struggle in
aid of Canadian literature warrants us in expect.

ing, and which we believe a Canadian public if
true to the interests of letters vill not fait to be-
stow, their aympathy, thoir indulgence, and their


