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THE CLAIMS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF
STEP-MUTHERS.
Continved from DPage 253

But there is more frequently cause of com
plaint from the unwiihingness of grown up
daughters to take their proper share of domes
tic duties ; and the new wile 1s mortilied to find
that she must either content herselt with seeing
her hnsband's house mn confusion, or be the ser
vant of those who ought 10 be her cheerful and
active coadjutors.  While she is desirous of
pleasing oniy the hutband of her choice, they
wish to be pleasing to all; while she is content
to sintle at hone, they aro anxious to shine
abroad, and gladly lenve to a stranger the Juty
ol attending to their fiuther’s comfort, and to the
truining of therr youager brothers and sisters
It will require a clear head and a steady hand
to guide asight under these crcumstances.—
The desired changes must be effected gradual.
ly. Lot the father join his wilo in requiring
judicious works be read aloud in the hours of
Ipisure, and freely comisented wpon by all par-
ties. It seems ahnost invidious to mention only
opo of the authors who have written on the du.
tics.of the fomale sex; but Mrs. Ellis's « Wo.
men of Bnglund,” and her # Daughters of Eng
land,” are works so peculiarly adapted to the
case in point, that we cannot forbear strongly
to.recoramend them.  Let me advise the new
mothier not to talle at her step daughters; but
kindly, point out what she thinks wrorg in their
conduct, and induce them, if possible, to join
with her.in striving to correct their bad habits
Lot hor also avoid spealking of their faults to
strangors: nothing will be more difficalt for
them, to forgive, than having their characters
discussed in-their absence, or in the presence of
indiflerent persons. They know that they have
it in their power to mako their nesw refative un
comfortable ; and they will not fail to exercise
that powaer il provoked to it. A stronug appenl
may be made to the yonn? prople, so circum:
stanced, on behalf of the Father, whose nappi
ness must be destroyed if he see the wife of his
-choico treated with unmerited disrespect and
neglect.

Shall we be searching too deeply into the
springs of nc*ion in the female breast, if we re-
mind the young step-mother that there is a den
ger of her fecling jealous of any real or snppns-
ed ;perspnal superiority in hor adopted daugh.
tors? It is.possible that such a feeling mnay
unconsciously exist: let her, therefore examine
her own heart, and carefully guard against a
passion so destructive of peace

Let us also wara the step-mother against
partiality towards one or more of her adopted
charge.  There is so great a difference in the
tempers and dispositions of children, that their
own mother hes frequently to strugglo ngainst
this ovil. Somo are so lovely in person, so
amiable in tomper, 82 noble in spirit, that it is
impossible-not-to adwmire and love thern. Oth-
ers ato 50 much the reverse of this picture, that
1t becomes, even with parents, a point of uty
to cultivate a feeling of love towards the ., —
We do ot require impossibilities 1t is not
likely that'a step-mother should feel the same
affection lowards one who vepulses all her ap.
prouches, and defies her authority, which she
must feel-for one who receives her with respectini
kindness, and contributes as much as possihle
to hor comfort; but if she cannot govern her
feelings, she may control her words and ac-
tions ; and she will find it her best and wisest
plan to show no paruality whatever

But it is not from the children of her adop.
tion, with all their {aults and all their pervers:.
ties; it is not from the watchtul jealousy of her
husband, who 1s perhaps apprehensive that she
may oither neglect-her duty, or stretch her pre-
rogative too far; it is not from the envious, ma-
lignaat woild, who marlk her every action, and
misconstrue her every motive; that the step-
mather needs to apprebend danger it is from
the purest emotjons of her own heart that she
hus most cause for fear.

It is. when she.becomesindesd a mother, when
she presses the.dear object of her lové to her
throbbing bosom, that she has need to tremble,
to doubt herself, to pray for grace and strength
to perform her duty to those whom she now fecls
she novar has loved, never can love, with all
the tenderness, all the devotedness, of a mother.

Let not the step mother think we speak too
strongly of tho difficulty she has now to encoun.
tor. We have thought it needful to guard mo-
thers-against exciting jealousy in the first-born,
by- the caresses. lavished on a second infant —
How nuch more, then, will it be needful for her
to.exercise caution, lest the children of another
should think themselves slighted, for cne she
feols to be the most emphaticaliy her ouwrn !

We are not so ignorant of the wuihiugs ofa
mother’s heart, as to advise that any eflonis
shoutd be made to check the full flow of her
feclings towards the helpless object of hur Jove .
we only warn her against the wjudicious dis-
play of those feelings. Lt the mother indulyge
the natural impulses of her heart; let her exult
in the new and delightful feeling hee if it in.
spires ; let her thankiully enioy the happiness
which-almost oveswhelins her; yes, iwt hec con.
fess to herself that she loves her own cluld 10-
finitely more than she ever Joved the cluld ol
another ; but let her rest.  She must on no ac-
count,jpdulgo & wish that her husband may
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lova her child more than s others, the wish,
cven, 1s sinful, and may tend to anful conse
goences,  How olten has the alinost heart-bro.
hen husband been heant o exclaim, * My se.
cond wife was kind to my claldren tll she her
sell beeame o mother " And how much more
frequently have the oppressed or slighied clul
dren been constrauned o say, * Now that she
has cluldren of her own, we are evideatly an
encumbranee '

It 15 true that the firmness and affection of a
father may shteld lus oflspring from open op-
pressivn , buat no care on his part can guard
ther trom the coldness and inditference, which
13 more yalhog to a susceptible mind than post
uve unkmdness.  But theso things ought not
to bo. While the young mother feels how dear-
iy she loves her own infant, she onght to cher
1sh mereased sympathy for those whose loss she
can now appreciato: she knows that no oune
could fully supply her place, and should resolve
s0 to act towards her charge as she would wish
another to act towards her own chud, should
she be removed from 1t.

One of the most fearful effects of o second
family 1s, the entire or partial alienation of the
father's affections from the children of s form-
er wifo. Who can foretell the result of woman's
influence on man, whea that wowman 1s the wile
of lus bosom, the Mother of his younger chil
dren? The cares of business occupy the futh.
er's attention during the day ; and if, on hus re
turn n the cvening, he s required to hsten to
the dark catalogue of offences committed by his
tirst children, while he s cheered with the
praises and soothed by the caresses of the oth-
ers, 15 it to be wondered at that bhe should in
ume look upon the one party as a pantul bui.
den, and on the other as u svurce of consolation
and dehght ?

But we are not now addressing the wiilully

-unjust and mahignant. we could scarcely hope
ithat so feeble u pen as ours could reach hearts

so hardened. It 1s our more pleasing duty to
gurde those who conscientously desun to per
torm the dutiez wlich devolve upon them iu
their new relauon, To her who, uuder these
cireuinstances, has becume a mother,—whe
knows, by actual experience, what 1s meant by
a mother's Jove,—wo would say, Dv not by any
wiluence of yours, deprive the motherless chil-
dren you have promised to protect of the great.
st.earthly blesstog they can enjoy,—a futher's
love.

But let not the step-mother wuk only on the
dark and cloudy side of her prospecisc Ao .
cident has been inentioned v the writer since
she commenced this chapter, which is calcula.
ted to encourage and stumulate this imnportant
¢lass of sucsety ta the fauhful discharge ol theu
duty.

A young lady was united to a gentleman
who had been loft with one daughter by his
former wife. The ledy treated this chuld wun
judicrous kindness, secured for-her a.liberaleaus
cati g, and at & preper age Lutated her into
the dutics of domestic lile. It need scarcely be
added, that the adopted clild loved her “step
mother, and strove to return her kinduvess by
every aliention 1t was i her power to render.
In the course of a few years, a secoud fainily
surrounded the domestic heaith, and were treat
cd with tenderness by the oldest daughter, more
especially when she perceived that their mo
ther’s health was failing  That fond mother
died, and lefi ber own motheiless children to the
care of her step-daughter, And well did the
faithful and auached girl repay the kindness
which had been exercised towards her. She
supplied a mother's place to the young family,
saw themn well brought ap under her vwu care,
aud most of them comfortably setiled i hfe.
- Cast thy bread upun the waters, and i shall
be found after many days.”

A step-mother may be placed in circumstan
ces more complex, if not more difficalt, than any
w which we have yet alladed. She may her-
sell have children by a tormer marnage, so
that thete wil{ at once be a unin of two fami-
lies, whose tastes and habus will be in great
danger of clashing, evea if their interests be
not opposed to each other.  If the children be
young, the difficulties are much lessiued, as
young children easily become attached. 1
they be more advanced in years, 1t wil{ require
much judgement on the part of both parents
to prevent petly jcalous:es and Ubickenngs,
True, sellanterest may stongly induce both
patents to be kind and just to cach other's
cluldren, ia the hope of securing kinducss and
justice fur their own. The youug pevple may
frotn sitmiar motives, be respectful and obliging
to their uew parent , or they may be naturally
amiavle and concihaung 1n their disposition
and manners: If to these be added a hberal
cducation aund cultivated minds, there 15 great
reason to hope that fuumly coucord may sub-
sist, but it s on the tutluence of rehgion alone
that enure depencence can be placed.  If gen-
wmine piety regn a every heart, there witl Le
fittle danger of discord pervailing the domestc
sanctuary, Parents aud chudren wiho daily
meet to hear tue word uf Gud, and to buw iu
hunble suppheation at his footstvol, will not
nced to appreliend any serious misunderstand-
e ;. sull; such a position nvoives sertous res-
ponsiniity on all parties.  If a third family be
adde |,.the difficulty wili probably be decreased.
as the younger children wilt be e uaily related
to both families, and wull purhaps be the fa-

vourites of all.

Great as are the dificulties, and strong as
are the prejadices, tha stop-mother has to en-
counter, she muy certainly evince the possibity
uf overcoming thexe svuress of discouragement
and anxwety. By steadily pursuing the course
of duty, in humble reliance on divine grace ,
by nauifestng a :pint vl jadicious hinduess to-
wards those who may not have the first place
0 her affections ) she 1nay substantiate the
claims of womaun t those refined and nohlo at-
irbutes wineh ure the glory of her character
She may be rewarded by the esteem and grat-
tude ot those who realize the advantages her
nflaence confers upun them : to her they will
over look with minzled teehings of reverence and
affection ; and  fondly  wiil they chensh the
nemory of one who has blessed them with al'
but o mother's love. But greater suil will be
her reward in heaven, when that God who has
marked her conduct, and sympatinzed in her
trials, will give her the tokens of hus special ap-
probation, and welcome her to that kingdom
where the toils of duty are exchanged for end-
Jess: test, and the sorrows of tribulation for
voundless joy.

And should the step-mother be instrumeirtal
in leading her yonng charge toyive their hearts
10 God, and to devote their lives to his service.
she may loolk forward with holv confidence to
that day when they must all appear before
the Judge of the whole earth ; and when she
may hear the jovful sentence: “ Well done,
gool and faithful servant; enter thou into the
Joy of thy Tord ™

Geographic and Mistoric.

JACOB'S WELL AND THE SAMARITANS.
BY HARRIET MARTINEAU.

Onr last view of Jernsalem was very fine
We looked back from a ridge on the northern
road, and saw it lyma, brightand stately onits
everlasting hills ¢ but it lvoked lower than from
most other points of view, from the Moab
Meuntains forming its lofty background We
descended the slope before us, and lost sight of
the Hbly city forever.

Again we were struck with the vivid color
ing of the scenery.  All this day, the hills
weie dressed in biilliant hues :—the soil, red,
gray and brown , the tilled portions of the bright-
est green; and the shadows purple or lilac.
All the hulls show traces of having been once
terraced , and they were still comnpletely so in
the neighbouthoud of our encampment this
evening,—the terraces fullowing the strata ol
the stone, which all lay slanting. This gives
a singular air of wildness to the most cultivated
spais. Here and there were basins among the
hills, the red soil drooped all over with fig and
olive trees, or full of corn, and the upland
wracks winding among slopes-all strewa with
cistug, iris, cyclamzn, and anemones, and brist-
ling with tall flowering hollyyocks: On we
went, past-deep uld wells yawning in the hol-
lows, or storc cisterns, few camels here and
there, browsiug in the dells; past groups of
Arabs with their asses, carrying corn to the
city , past stune villages cruwaing the steops,
ull, at 6.2. M., we were encamped beside a
beautiful old pool. We were under the shelter
of a-rock whuse crevices were fringed with del-
icate ferns. While dioner was preparing, I
went back on our road—the narrow, stony road
which wouad round the verdant promontory
oppusite tv our rork—to find a honeysuckle
which T had seen clinbiug and blussoming toa
areat height , aud I brought back a charming
handful of flowess,

Whule we were at dianer in the tent, a sound
ol scuffliug was.heard outside; and when our
dragoman oext entered, he was out of breath
We aflterwards heard the whole story, and:were
amused to lind how zealous our Mahommedan
servants could be in the causeof Chrstians
Some Arabs with their loaded mules, had
come with the tention of encamping beside
the pool; aud, on finding the ground pardy.

oceupicd, thoagh there was pleuty of roum left,

‘theppbecame abusive, and wondered aloud what
busiaess these cursed Chuistians had in their
country. Our diagoman resented this, and
threw the speaker wown over the tent-ropes.
‘I'here was then a stout scuffle, and our cook
coming 1o help, and the Arabs falling one up-
on anotlier over the tent-pegs in- the dark, they
had.the worsi ol 1t, and went off vowing ven-
gence. We beard no more of them, however.

The next mwrtumg we saw the Mediterra-
nean, like & basiu of deep blue water betgeen
two hils.  We were not going towards it, gow-
ever, but to Nablous, the ancient Sychar,
where hes that Jacob's well-at which the wo--
men of Samarit were wont to draw water,

Our road lay through a most fertile valley
now called Hawareah, where the crops were
splended for miles, and the willages were
thickly plasted on-the hulls.  The giound rose
in a series ol table lands, of whicli there was a
suceession of three, when we were leaving to
the Hawarrah valley,  The roads in this part
of the Holy Laud were mere lanes full of stoues
butween walls, or trachs. through olive gronads
and meadows, or paths running alung sheives
of the rocks, with a bit of rucky staircase at
each end, abo it ascending or-descending which
our good hotses made no duficnley,

Before entering the valluy where old Sychat
lay, between the mountains Ebal and-Gerizun

‘and hanging about the streeis; when you
leave Rume, this same tumult of priests .

‘nnagmaton loay aftee you have crossed the

we come ta the fine forule pareel of groundlengih;and wasof a delicate grass-geeen. color

which Jacob bought  The valley opens oyt
wtu this wide busin; and the junction of thy
valley and  the baswis the old well wlich 3
the supposed scene of the vouversation of Jesuy
with the Samartan wowan  Sowe of var par.
ty wound round the base of the hull 10 the well ;
and sume (aud I for o) sode by the uppc;
path, over the shoulder of the Billy and came
down on the uther side. 1 had thus a fing view
of the wholy lucality ; of the valley where the
eity hes—a uarrow valley, nch with fig and
olive gioves, and overhiung by the rocky bases
of Ebal ant Gornztm where the squire black
entrances of tombs dotted the strata of the
rocks  From this height, Jaeob's land looked
a beautitul expanse.  The well 1s a mere rough
heap of scones, with a hole i the middle, near.
ly closed up  What there 35 beiow ground, |
cannot say, but this s all that 1s o be seen op
the surface It 15 not a well hkely to be i
ase now, for there are many sprinss and shal.
low cisterus {though no well) brtween this and
tl;{‘a town, which lies about a inile and a half
off.

Everybody koows that the Jews had no
friendly dealings wuh the Samaritans in the
time of Jesas.  The quarrels had then. lasted
above 500 years How many suns had gone
down upon their wrath! 'The Samariatang
had wished to assist the Jews in rebuilding the
tenple ot Jerusalem ; but the Jews hated them
as & mixed race. and would not adimt that they
had any right to sharc 10 temple worship, or
any other Jewish privileges. It really wasa
most seriows objectiou tu the Samantans, that
they were of a nixed race, not only because
the Jews believed that they  Leld the promises
on the very g round of the panty of their sace,
bat becanse the intermarnages of the former
Samaritan Istacitts with Assyrians and others
disposrd them toa lulatry, or aileast to a wor-
ship as mixed us then rare. So the Samaritans
were cxcluded from the rebudding of the temple
abeve 300 years 8 ¢ Aund not being pevmitt.
ted to hielp, they did all they could to hinder |

About one hundred years after, they obtain.
ed Jeave from the Perstan court (to which both
the Jews and they were subject) to build a se
cond ewmple o Jehvuvah | aud they built it on
Genizun.  Tlis was o shochiug unpiety in the
sight ot the Jens, and it was the vccasion of a
oumber vt ;ax minded Jews, who had bioken
the law. by murrywyg heathea wives, or other
wisg, and who yet wished tv worship- Jehovah
 the temple, resoring w-Sychar, to. jon the
Samaritans, and render their race yet more
mixed —This was the quarrel which the wo-
man of Swnana referred o wuen she spoke of
the question, whether ~meo ougitgdo worship in
this mouatain or 10 Jerusalew |’ and thus ex-
plamed her wonder, that Jesus beinz a Jow,
shouid ask waitcr of a Samnantan, There was
also a quarrel about their Scriplures ; the Jews
sisting 1o this day, tuat the Samaritans had
altered two or three texts, relating to these two
mountains, Bbal and G nizin, 1 their own sa-
cred copy of the Bouis of Moses ; the Samari
tans 1usisting, of course, that their was the
vnly true copy.

TO BE CONTINUED,
A CITY OF PRIESTS - A PICTURE OF ROME
IN I817.

Rome is a city o priests. Thev penetrate
every cranny of domesue hie wih the subtle-
ty of aur or light, are lvund everywhere from
the curse 1o the dungeon, they cluster n the
streets like musquitues, you cannot turn round
without stumbling agawmst an ecclesiastic ; in
short that wihich 1s a very Jarge episode 10
the lue of ad lwhian cties, 15 the whole hife
of Rume. Tius i3 the first and last. impres-
sivn lett on the mnd of a stranger., When
you enter Roume, the lisst thunyg that strikes
you 1s the unmense concoutse vt priests of all
kinds, crowding, pressing, drniving, sauutenng,

the last th.ng you sec aod hear. The im-
age ot that ghostly wnulutude rises upun your

Roman fronuers ; and when years have elapsed
you can never thunk ot Rome, that the same
heaving multude of sacerdotal costumes does
not come upon you as vividly as aver.

Coriots Cry o an Aistrantan Birp —
There is « ridiculous, owl like bied, which sits
upun the trees at wight, an! utiers a peculiar
cry, which canuot be mistaken for any thing
but » more purk.”  The bird 15, in consequence,
called by that name. And I heard of an in-
stance ol a young mau, of rather moderate
wtelleet, who had gune vut with a friend at
night oppussum shouting, and who, on hear
1ng one ol these bieds for the first tume, in
sisted on leavinyg the spot w.d returning hoine,
being mwrally couvinced hat he heard the
vorce of a man calling for * more pork,” and
that the man must be a bushranger; and m-
deed who olse cuuid cat pork at that time of
night 2 —Simmond’s Colonial dagazine.

Grassorrers o Burxto —Some of the
grasshuppers fouad in the istand of Borneo are
as large as sparrows, avd e 81 Edward Bel
che's narative of the vuyage of the Samurang,
it is stated that a specinen presented to him by
Mr Brooke measured more than jous-isches it




