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The Sale of Poisons.

Tjux many deaths resulting fromt poi-
sons of which notices appear atliost daily
in the press, show the necessity for still
further restrictions oan their sali. The
case with which iany of the strongor
poisons may be obtiniaed shows a great
laxity in our laws, and somate steps towards
its remliedy should, ins the interests of the
geieral public, be adopted by our Legis.
lature. It is a noteworthy fiet that,
although the druggist is not allowed to
practise his profession without first satis.
fyinag the authorities as to his capability,
and whiei engaged in business is restrict-
edt in the matter of sales of poisons, yet
the grocer or general storekeeper iay sell
manitiiy things with imapunity, whiclh, ins the
hands of the ignorant or ialiciously dis.
posed, are frequently the cause of crime
and deati. As an English daily very
poinitedly says, "There tire doors which
ve are careful to shut but not to lock; for

instance, wo buy poison fron a druggist
only under certain conditions, but we may
buy poison fron a grocer or oilinan with
n1o restrictions whatever." Certainaly, in
justice to the public whose protection
should be the iaitm of ail Legislatures, to
the druggist who is anaiable to the strict
letter of the law, and in the interests of
morality, it is higl time that this matter
was looked into and the laws anended in
regard to the sale of ail poisons and dai.
gerous drugs.

The Pharmacist as a Man of
Science.

In au address before aia Engit'lh local
Phuariaceutictl Association, one of as
members dwelt at sote length on the
pharmnacist as au main of science, contrast.
ing his position with that of the genieral
public, imentioning the experiences of thae
pharmacist, emibryo or mature, wlichi gave
himt the opportunity of formîaing more ac-
curate and distinctive judgmaîeits on plhen-
onena and their causes. Thi speatke-said
that "applied science, so called, was not
really science at al], but art," and would
like to se these two more deiiittily dis-
tinguished. One instance selected to
show whaere a pharmacist mighat exorcise
the scientific curiosity was the ascertain-
ing of the limits of error in weighing
grain quantities of substances on t sumall
balance and outce quantities on large
Écales. Another, to show desire for
scientific accuracy, was the ocre displayed
in having his shop bottles, drawers, &c.,
labelled correctly. There are many steps
to advance yet in pharmaceutical educa-
tien towards the attainient of true science
and the tho.rougi chemist is one who
probes deeply into the mysteries of every-
thing pertaining to science in mtedictine
ànd its kindred arts.

The Letter of the Law-Sequel of
a Colobrated Case.

Htarely is such a measure of interest
accorded a legal process hy the pharina.
eeutical and iedical world as was aroused
sone two and a half years ago by the
famsous Nux Vominc suits in theo Atlaintic
Court of Conmaon Ple]a1s, New Jersey. A
brief review of those procecdings and of
the curions solution which time has ro.
cently eilected ins the legal coiplieations,
will naot, ie devoid of prolit.

The plainaitiFt iin both theso cases was
George WV. .lcGuire, State Dairy Coin-
iaissioncr for New Jersey, and crimiiinal
action was brought by him against the two
defenidanîts* oithecare thateachhadsold
a quantity of tincturu nsux voinica, which,
upon exainillation, wias foun.d to contain
Iss than two per cent of dry extractive.
Thebasis of the prosecution was an existing
New Jersey stattte, whichi enacted that
-any preparation shall be deened to bu
adulterated if (wlhen sold unbr or by a
naine recognaized in the U. S. Plharnaco.
poia) it "diters fron the standard of
strength, quality, or purity laid down
tiierein." And 2 per cent extractive, is
stated, was the standard of the U. S. P.
at that time.

The evidence introduced develeped the
fact that the tincture iad been prepared
fron normal liquid nux voimica, Parke,
Davis & Co.; the plaintiff"s witness testi.
fied that it contained 0.712 per cent. of
dry ext..active; and upon this -the prose-
cution isted its charge of adulteratioi
within the ieaniaing of the statute, no at-
temnpt being made to establisi the thera.
peutic inferiority of the disputed prepara.
lion, or any deficiency in ti needed con-
tents of the all-important alkaloids.

Seldoms has sucht an array of leariid
or sucli a wealth of distinguislied evidence
been brouglat forward ins defence Of tany
caub in vuh% ing a phaarmaaîceutical question
as was nlow adduced by the respective de.
fendants ins sustaiiing thaeir position.
Professors Rieming.,ton, Iliare, Rusby, Ry-
an, Marsalitl, Dr. Ie-les, and the lament-
el Prof. Bedford, aill went uponi thestand
and declared wita oie %oice tiat ite active
constituents of itix voiica are its two al-
kaloids, strychnine and brucine, alone.;
that the quaintity of dry extractive forms
no standard of strength, quality, or puri.
ty, and may, inded, be .coipletely iiiert
-without medicinal property or physio-
logical action ; that tinctures of nux vont.
ica made, as was the one in question,
fron the normal liquid, are far more re-
liablu tlan the tinctures on the market
produced in exact accordance with the U.
S. P. formula, siince the former arc of un-
iforn alkaloidal strength, and the latter
subject to extreme variations of medicin.
ai potency; thant the U. S. P. standard
could lie easily ovaded by the addition of
suli.:ient glucose to any inferior tincture ;

*The defemlans vwera 11htrry B. Lcdls an
Albert D. Cusiadenî, drtgisis, an- e the ex-
'punses of the defenc: werj bDrno. by Parke,
D.ivs & Co.

and finally, tiat the Pharmacopia of
1880 really offered no imeans of determin-
ing the "strength, quality, or purity" of
the tincture to whicl the name standard
could with any propriety bc applied,
lience was virtually devoid of sucl stan-
dard.

Ail for naught. liere the gods thsem-
selves would have contended ins vain. Con-
ceding the entiro probity of the defend-
ants, and tho full inediciial value of their
tinctures prepared froma the normal liquid
of nux voimica, J udge Ileed, nevertheless,
decided in the first case tiant such tine-
tures were adulteratiois within the mean-
ing of the New Jersey statite, since the
requireient of 2 per cent. di·y extractive
was not fulfilled ! li the second case,
solie misgivings must have begun to as.
sail the judicial intellect, silice the case
still hangs suspended in the limbo of the
undecided.

But if the Judge showed an unduo
tenacity ins cliiging to tia obsolete stan-
dard, and a disposition to apply the nar-
row letter of the law, our Phairnacopteia
Commission havo taken a very different
view of the question. Ti the revised edi-
tion (1890) we are happy to observe a
radical change in the requirenent made
of Tincture nux vonica : it is no longer
2 per cent. of extractive, but rather 0.3
per cent. of total alkaloids-the identical
alkaloidal content which the inanufactur-
ers of the normal liquid had long adopted
as tlhcir own standard for tho tincture.
The new PharmacopSia became a part of
the New Jrsey law on Jan. 1, 1894, thus
deprivinag the cases of ail legal basis.

While we may now smile at the em-
phatic way in whicl timie lias rejected the
decision of the New Jersey court, it is oh>.
vious that its very absurdity from a medi-
cal and pharmacal point of view was not
without a comipensating benefit in promot-
ing the adoption of a rational standard for
this and a few other important prepara-
tions in the ne'w PhaarmnacopSia. Tias.
much as five cf the witnesses for the de-
fendants were likewise nembers of the
levision Committee, the agitation impart-
ed to the question of standardization by
the nux vouica cases was unquestionably
an active agent in .the pharmacopæial
changes thns far introduced - changes
which, it is to be hoped, will be multiplied
until every potent official remedy shall be
provided with a standard which will
guarantee a uniformu inedicinal action.

The introducers of normal liquids may
well feel content witla the handsoue vin.
dication which their- enterprise lias ru-
ceived at the hands of the PharmacopSia
Commission, and withî the high compli-
ment embodied in the recent adoption of
their well-known standard for the official
tincture.

A SwFDisHi L.tDY las started in busi-
iess as an analytical chemist at Kopper-
berg, the centre of the Swedishî mining
industry. For somte years she- lias held
the position of analytical chenist to somè
large irônworks there.

Feebrary, 1894.


