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The Sale of Poisoﬁs.

Tas many deaths vesulting from poi-
sons of which notices appear ulmost duily
in the press, show the necessity for still
further restrictions on their sale. The
enso with which many of the stronger
poisons may bhe obtained shows n great
Inxity in our lnws, and some steps towards
its remedy should, in the interests of the
general public, be adopted by our Legis.
Iature. Tt is n noteworthy fact that,
although the druggist is not allowed to
practise his profession without first satis-
fying the authoritivs as to his capability,
and when engaged in business is restrict-
cd in the matter of sules of poisons, yot
the grocer or genernl storekeeper may sel)
many things with impunity, which, in the
hands of the ignorant or maliciously dis.
posed, are frequently the cause of crimo
aud death. As an English duily very
pointedly says, *There are doors which
we aro careful to shut but not tolock ; for
instance, wo buy poison from a druggist
only under certain conditions, but we may
buy poison from a grocer or oilman with
no restrictions whatever.” Certainly, in
Justice to the public whose protection
should be the aim of all Legislatures, to
the druggist who is amenable to the strict
letter of the law, and in the interests of
worality, it is high time that this matter
was looked into and the laws amended in
regard to the sale of all poisons and dan-
gerous drugs.

The Pharmacist as a Man of

Science.

In an address Lefore an English loeal
Pharmaceutical Association, onc of 1ts
members dwelt at some length on the

pharmacist as 4 man of science, contrast- -

ing his position with that of the gencral
public, mentioning the experiences of the
pharmacist, embryo or mature, which gave
him the opportunity of forming more ac-
curate and distinctive judginents on phen-
omena and their causes,  The speaker said
that “ applied science, socalled, was not
really science at all, but art,” and would
liko to see these two more definitely dis-
tinguished. One instance selected to
show where & pharmacist might exercise
the scientific curiosity was the ascertain-
ing of the liwits of error in weighing
grain quantities of substances on a small
balance and ounce quantities on large
scales.  Another, to show desire for
scientific accuracy, was the care displayed
in haviug his shop bottles, drawers, &e.,
labelled correctly. Therc are many steps
to advance yet in pharmaceutical educa-
tion towards the attainment of true science
and the thorough chemist is one who
‘probes deeply into the mysteries of every-
thing pertaining to science in medicine
and its kindred arts:

The Lettor of the Law--Sequel of
a Celebrated Case.

Rarely is such a measure of interest
accorded o legal process by the pharma-
ceutieal and medical world as was nroused
some two and a half years ngo by the
famous Nux Vomicen suits in the Atlantic
Court of Common Plens, New Jersey, A
brief review of those proceedings and of
the curious solution which timg has ro-
cently effected in the legal complications,
will not be devoid of prolit.

The plaintilt in hoth these cases was
George W. McGuire, State Dairy Com-
missioner for New dJersey, and criminal
action was brought by him against the two
defendants* on thecharge thateach hadsold
1w quantity of tincture nux vomica, which,
upon examination, was found to contain
less than two per cenb of dry extractive,
T'hebasis of the prosecution was an existing
New Jersey statute, which enacted that
any preparation shall be deemed to be
adulterated if (when sold under or by o
name recognized in the U. 8, Pharmaco-
pain) it “differs from the standard of
strength, quality, or purity lid down
therein”  Aud 2 per cent extractive, ns
stated, was the standard of the U. 8. P,
at that time.

"The evidence introduced develeped the
fact that the tincture had been prepared
from normal liquid nux vomica, Parke,
Davis & Co.; the plaintift’s witness testi-
fied that it contained 0.712 per cent. of
dry extractive; and upon this .the prose-
cution 1r.sted its charge of adulteration
within the meaning of the statute, no at-
tempt being made to establish the thera.
peutic inferiority of the disputed prepara.
tion, or any deficiency in the needed con-
tents of the all-important alkaloids.

Seldom has such an array of learned
or such & wealth of distinguished evidence
been brought forward in defence of any
vause invohving a pharmaceutical question
as was now adduced by the respective de-
fendants in sustuining  their position,
Professors Remington, Hare, Rusby, Ry-
an, Marshall, Dr. Eecles, and the lament-
ed Prof. Bedford, all went upon the stand
and declarud with one voice that the active
constituents of nux vomica are its two al-
kaloids, strychunine and brucine, alones;
that the quantity of dry extractive forms
no standard of strength, quality, or puri-
ty, and may, indeed, be completely inert
—without wedicinal property or physio-
logical nction ; that tinctures of nux vom-
ica made, as was the onc in question,
from the normal liquid, are far more re-
liable than the tinctures on tho market
produced in exact accordance with the U.
S. P. formula, since the former are of un-
iform alkunloidal strength, and the Iatter
subject to extreme variations of medicin-
al potency ; that the U. S. P. standard
could he easily evaded by the addition of
sutlizient glucoss to any inferior tincture ;

*The defendants wera Harry B, Laeds and
Albert D, Cuskaden, druggists, and the ox-

'Y)unscs of the defencs wers bomo. by Parke,

avis & Co.

and finally, that the Pharmncopeia of
1880 really offered no wmeans of determin-
ing the “strength, quality, or purity” of
the tincture to which the namo standard
could with any propricty be applied,
hence was virtually devoid of such stan-
dard.

All for naught. Here the gods them-
selves would have contended in vain, Con-
ceding the entire probity of the defend-
ants, and tho full medicinal value of their
tinctures prepaved from the normal liguid
of nux vomica, Judge Reed, nevertheless,
decided in the fivst case that such tine-
tures were adulterations within the mean-
ing of the New Juersey statute, since the
requirenmient of 2 per cent. diiy extractive
was not fulfiled! In the second case,
sowe misgivings must have begun to as-
sail the judicial intellect, since the case
still hangs suspended in the limbo of the
undecided.

But if the Judge showed an undue
tenacity in clinging to an obsolete stan-
dard, and a disposition to apply the nar-
row letter of the law, our Phurmacopwin
Conunission havo taken a very different
view of the question. Tn the revised edi-
tion (1890) we are happy to observe a
radical change in the requirement made
of Tincture nux vomica: it is no longer
2 per cent. of extractive, but rather 0.3
per cent. of total alkaloids—the identical
alkaloianl content which the manufactur-
ers of the normal liquid had long adopted
as their own standurd for the tincture.
The new Pharmacopwia became a part of
the New Jursey law on Jan. 1, 1894, thus
depriving the cases of all legal basis.

While we may now smile at the em-
phatic way in which time has rejected the
decision of the New Jersey court, it is ob-
vious that its very absurdity from » medi-
cal and pharmacal point of viow was not
without a compensating benefit in promot-
wg tho adoption of & rational standard for
this and a few other important prepara-
tions in the new Pharmacopeia. Inas-
wuch as five of the witnesses for the de-
fendants were likewise members of the
Revision Committee, the agitation impart-
ed to the question of standardization by
the nux vomica cases was unyuestionably
an active agent in the pharmacopeial
changes thus far introduced — changes
which, it is to be hoped, will be multiplied
until every potent oflicial remedy shall be
provided with a standard which will
guarantee a uniform medicinal action.

The iutroducers of normwal liquids .may
well feel content with the handsome vin-
dication which their’ enterprise has re-
ceived at the hands of the Pharmacopaia
Commission, and with the high compli-
ment embodied in the recent adoption of
their well-known standard for the official
tincture.

A Swepisi Lapy has started in busi-
ness as an analytical chemist at Xopper-
Lerg, the centre of the Swedish mining.
industry. For some years she- has held
the position of analytical chemist to somé
large ironworks there,



