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To Our Readers.

In our last issuo wo briefly directed our
readors attvntion to oar now Bible Cum
potition. To-day wo at somewhat more
longth, again draw our readers’ attention
to that announcomsent, tho dotails of
which will bo found elsowhere. The
compotition which recontly clusod has
been in many ways s disappointment to
us, tho result being by no means as aatis-
factory as we had expecied, when tho
number and value of the prizes offered are
taken intoconsidoration. Nevertheless we
aro prepared to carry out all tho promises
contained in the aunouncement of our
now competition. The list of prizes
offered is tho largest and most valuable
wo have yot advertised ; tho conditions
of tho competition are very simple ; the
questivns to bo answerad aro such as a
fair acquaintance with tho Scriptures will
enable any vne to answer, while the
spectal offer co clubs 18n peculiarly ad-
vantageous one. Again, the prescnt
competition cffers a particsiarly favorable
upputtunity fur new subscribers, and
for thase who are about to renew their
subscriptions, as in the present issue wo
commence a new and exceedingly inter-
esting story, and will in another week or
two commence another ono ; so that those
whose subscriptions have about run out,
by renewing at onco will have an oppor-
tunity of competing for one of our valu-
ablo prizes, will secure tho now stories
complote, and will raceive TrUTH for an-
other half year—a fact that all intending
subscribers will do well to romewber, as
there is nothing to pay for the privilege of
compeling, the oue dollar being simply a
half year's subscription to Canada’s most
popularand most widely circulated family
magazine, which of itaelf is woll worth
tho subseription prico, without the addi-
tional opportunity offered of possibly
gecuring a valuable prize.

Wo exceedingly regrot that, owing to
an oversight tho story which appeared in
our columns some weeksago, by Frank R.
Stockton, entitled *“The Wreck of the
Thomas Hyke,” was not duly credited to
tho Century Afaqazine, for whichit was writ-
ten and in which it originally appeared.

WHAT TRUTH SAYS,

Holidsy makers aro mostly home again,
and are making thiugs snug for tho win.
tor. Tho nights aro gatting too long and
too cold for anything like enjoymont,
cither in a tont or a tabernaclo. The
18land 18 coming to be looked upon as no
place fur enjoymont, and the comfurts of
city hifo aro moro and moro approciated,
All as it oaght tobo. It passes our com.
prehension what people seoin the wrotch-
od littlo hovels in which they onclose
thomselves for a couple of months or
more. But thero is no accounting for
tastos. Tho tendoncy in our nativn to
savagory must bo very atrong, fur over and

anon the wost godato 830 fatn to brosk
away from tho restraints of civilized life
and rovel in all tho rough freodom of the
uriginal  puus  bruther “Lo” of the
American woods. The clojquently onthuai.
astic way in which so many talk of the
frou lifo of tho bush or camp shows thia.
This civilizativn of vura has ita advant
age, no doubt, But wo all like to got
away frum it vrory now and then go that
Wo mnaf rovel w abauloable cl.thos and
mugerable surrvundings, may couk our
own food and b anddo just a8 wo please,
none clatming or desiring to make us
either afraid or ashamed.

Thern is moro truth than poetry in the
criticism, from timo to timo appearing
about Toronto water. The lagt ono we have
seen runs in somothing like the following
torms :

Repeatedly during the summer an
ordinary bedroom pitchor has yielded in
my houge frum une to t#y tablespuvna-
ful of residue—organic matter — on
standing from two to threo days, and the
water was very malodorous, Repeatedly
s had smellod su strung of fish oil that,
#avn cummng vut of the hut water pipes,
it was hard to rewaia near the stean.
"Of course this wa3 tho case when the
dead fish wore to bo found all over the
lake's surface. When a druggist wishes
to got the streugth out of a medicinal
herb, hoe either soaks, boils, or percolates.
Now, all tho garbage, all tho sewerage
that is cast in tho lakes ahovo Toronto is
sorked and porcolated, tho essonce of it
is held in solution by the wator, and tho
residuous matter by its own gravity
sinks to_tho bostoms. And this is the
stuff the citizons of Toronto are daily
drinking—in other words, large homeo-
pathic doses of essence of soworage, cte,
Ourdishes of fucd are boiled in thus vilo
stuff, wo drink it in our tea, our coffee,
and wo bathe our bodies with the com-
pound. Thesy are facts that no man can
deny, and tho gooncr tho situation is
looked squarely iu tho 1ace the botter for
this city.

Thera isnota bit of oxaggeration in
tho above. How then can any ono be
surprised that our citizons should support
such an oxtravagant number of ductors.
Tho only wonder is that wo don t support
a great many more and dis off o great

deal faster.

The repurt of Dr. Swvensun MacAdam
of Ldinburgh, on the water aystem of
Toronto, 1s so mmportaut to a large
number of our readers that wo give it in
full . —

¢ In accordance with a request mado to
mo by the Huen, Alex. Murris, I have
much picasare in stating the opinion T
have arrived at from a goneral inspection
of the water supply and tho disposal of
gowago in this city. Through the courtesy
of the Mayor, who accompanied mo, I
had np opportunity of napecting the
pumping station for watersupply and of
| observing the arrangoments there, and
havo obtanred information regarding the
modo of discharyo of spwaga into ¢ho bay.
T haro alsn, accampanicd by Mr  Morrin,
passed orar to tho Island and viowed tho
ground thero.

CITY YWATER.

Tho supply of thocity is pumped from
!u well at tho pumping statiwon, and X
caasod the bottom of this well tov be ox

|

omined for any doposit which might bo
thore. Bfuoch depoeit was found, and o
anmplo examined by mo proved that the
mattor was largoly composed of organic
growths and corganisms oharactoristia of
putrescont organio mattor of tho nature
of sowago, It was apparent thatimpuri-
ties of a gross charactor passod into tho
well, and § am clearly of tho opinion that
the wator supply of a city or populous
placo should not bs drawn froma well
containing auch putrefying deposits. On
further mnspection I found that the waoll
was supplied with water flowing from an
irun recowving tank situated ‘on the wharf
botweon tho pamping station and tho
bay. Whilst it was apparent that the
great part of tho water entering the iron
tank came frum the pipo leading from
the Ialand, I am inclined to consider that
a smaller portion is obtained from the
bay immcéiately alongeide the wharf,
through leskages in tho ground surround-
ing the iron tank, ond as tho lattor is
admittedly net air tight, such leakago of
wator from the bay would readily pass in-
to tho tank and thence into the pump-
ing well.  As tho bay in the vicinity was
cuntaminated by sewage water discharged
from tho public sowers, it would fullow
that the leakago water would be impreg-
pated with somo impurities, and that such
leakhago 1nto the well would fully account
fur the nusivus matters found thero. The
pip3 luading acruss the bay to the Island,
18 stated to bo tight at present, but there
can bo no doubt that should leakages
tako placo thero o furthor ampunt of im-
purity might enter the water supply in
this way.

TORONTO WATER SUSPICIOUSLY DANCEROUS.

I am thereforo of the opinion that not
only ie the water supply of Toronto, at
tho prosent time, in an unsatisfactory
condition and the quality suspiciously
dangerous, but thatit is liable, by in-
creased sources of leakage, to buocowmo
still leas satisfactory in charactor. The
full and proper remedy for such a statoe
of mattera is to plece tho pumping station
cn tho island and forco the water from
tho island through tho pipeslaid in the
bay direct to the city. 1 understand from
Mr. Vonables, the intelligent engineer in
chargo, that the prcsent iron pipes in the
baywould be capablo of resisting the
Decessary pressure, but the Island wood-
en pipes would rcquire to bo replacad by
ironpipes, Tho water would bo taken,
as at present, from the tank on thoe south
sido of the Island, and should first bo
passed through a properly constructed
sories of aaz.d and gravel filters such as
ard now in usein Great Britain, and
thereafter be pumped into tho city.
Such & plan would rondor it impossiblo
for any of the sewage impurities in the
bay to enter tho city pipes or{ *sby tho
loakago or othorwise. Tho jotiics az-
rangement and wolls attached theroto
should bo in duplicato so as to cnsuro that
cach sot conld be periodicatly cleaned out.

THE (ITY GEWAGE,

Tho present mode of tho disposal of
tho sowago is ontirely primitive,and inde
pendently of the pollution of the water
supply, must be 1mmodiately dealt wilh.
At present tho bay is becoming greatly
polluted, and the putrescent debns must
ovulvo nuxious gassa and organisms
to tho sorious impregoation of the at-
mosphero of the city. Tho continuanco
of tho dischargo of tho sowage of tho city
slong tho foreshores showid not therefore
b2 allewed. The rcmedial work shounld
include a main sewago somo distanco out
of town. and tho sowago should then bo
pumped up ard distributed over Jand of
asandy and gravelly nature by tho pro-
coss of sutozmittont downward flteruon,
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whoreby the sowago is deprived of ita
nexious cloments, and tho land ean bo
utilizod for the growth of erops. This
syaten 18 1 suceesful vperation i vartous
patrts of Ureat Brutun.  sizned, Stoven-
sun Macadan,, Ph. D., F.R.8., F C.8..
F.L 0., Profasser of Chiemistry, Surgvons’
Hall, Edinbucgh.

In this connection the foilowing odie-
orial itom frum a recont 1ssuo of tho Now
York Sun is timely and interesting . —

E .ory littlo while wo hear of the pullu
tivn of tho w .ter suppls f aumo Uty
Tho latest caso is that of Washington,
which gots its water from tbe Patomso
River, It is said that tho carcasses of
many hvgs dyiug of chiviora have teon
thrown into the river. It would bo a
matter of extrem) diffleulty to thureughly

protect tho wators of 80 large a
rivor 08 the DPotomae, but citics
which have the sources of their

water augply comparatively closy at hand
seom to be hardly any moro secure in this
respect. Not long ago, for instance, tho
fact came to light thatthe Ridgewuud
Rezervoir in Prook’yn bad Leeid usud Ly
disordorly persons as a swin:mig tath.
Evidently & moro complite c1 1 trust

worthy systom of guarding tho water
supply of vur citica 1s needud. 1t is just
as important that tho wator sb.uld Lo
wholesome aa that it shou!ld be at undant

Tho Mowat demunstration was 1a otery
sonso of thowerd, a succoss. The weather
was propitious, the procession was repro-
sontativo aud imposing in its proportions,
whilo the dinnor in the ovoning, was tho
crowning ovent of the day. Of courso,
somo of tho Tory papers had to get in
some of their foolish encers, but really in
roforonco to cvorything connected with
Mr. Blowat, tho coureo of somo of tho
loading Qonservative papors has been so
unlike whet one would bo led to expect
from therr oft-ropeated claims to culture
and truo rofinoment, that sonsible people
have ceased to caro for what they cither
think or say. BIr. Mowatxichly desorved
his triuzaph, and the sancors of dis-
gruntled politiciane, jaundiced with ha-
tred and jealousy, instoad of detracting in
any degree from that triumph, added toit
vory considerably.

Tho Toronto Exhibition has this yoar
been tho best that has yot becn. Even
thogo most uclined t bo jealous of
Toronw,andthurefure to uuderrato overy-
thing connected with she city, havo had
to acknowledgo that it was a vory fine
show all round. Thoro ir & good dual of
the circus about it wo must acknuwlodge,
but then the peoplo have to be amused
in somo way. Tho monkoy or the wuolly
horso haa to bo produced in ¢ne guiso or
anothor.

So it is now to bo taken as boyound all
reasonablo duubt that tho Alkali pluins of
tho Nozth West are all as fertlo as fertilo
canbo. Soboit. Wearo gled to learn
that such ia the fact and that thero Is the
groater likelihood of tho wholo country,
big as it is, boing ono unbroken strotch of
unzampled fortility, Xt may bs good for
thosupport ~f a hundred willion of poopla,

Wht knowa?l
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